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An Interecpted Lietter
Frou the Reverent Jolia Hopkins ty his True
Soi g the Faoh the ®everend Punothy
Gomg, AL, 8 ML PR D

My dear Tinothy:
agam for the hberny yon ke * fo santivg me
treely and fully of woat yan are doing or 4y,
todoin your mmstty o the Fiftysecon i
Churen, \
and hardly less a pleasare to answer them for von
will not misunder-tand my biguase, it oot
always precise and formad You will even tear
with me if b oexerciss the privilege of age and
addiess you in adwonition aud teproof.  Sinee
I have no longer a pulpat of my owe, ottt ne w
and then, hike Brother Paul in lis Hupsonment,
unburden my mand by means of an cpistle,

I keptmy seves ty-first bisthday tast Sunday.
The weather was stormy and 1spent the day in-
doors, 1n my casy chair, like the selt mdulgent
“Sabbath siners™ whom I have so many tines,
and to so little purpose, publicly rebukad.  But
S0 strong upon me are the habits of weli uigh hali
a century that I could net be quite vontented
until I had preached to myself a sermon,  While
the church bell was ringing 1 took for a text the
eight verse of the One Hundred and Twenty -first
Psalm:  “The Lord shall keep ahy going ont
and thy coming m, from tus time forth and fore
ever more, "’
soling 1o its single hearer, as 1 have always prayed
that my discourses might prove, whether preached
to many or few. But when the attentive cois
grexation was dismissed, the suspicion tht there
was still a truth proper to the day which had s
caped the prencher prompted me 1o take down my
Tennyson from the shelt and read “Ulysses™,
You need not concern yourselt about the U1 s
ses' ‘now, Timcthy, but when you have got well
into the fifties, take my word for it that you will
find it a tonic and heartening.

I bave cume back, as you know, to seek a home
“or miy old age in the retired little communiiy
which was the scene of my first pastorate. My
daughicrs protested agamst o re reat winch they
called an exte.  But what better could 1do, now
that my children are married, and my wife dead?
I must contrive somehow to live my own Lite suill,
assert my modest independence, indulge it pos-
tible without offense my harmless whimsies. My
heart wurnied, [ bardly knew why, to Branktou.
Its aspect 1s little changed, and after a half cen-
tury it wears to me still a homely and familiar air,

The view of the villiage from Booth's Hill is as

screne and winning as when [ saw 1 first from the
lumbering stage coach which broughit me t»preach

my trial sermon to a congregation too casily |
pleased; the post offiice has nut been moved, nor |

the drug store, and I shall know where to look
for the pink blossoms of the trailing arbutus if
the Apnil sunshine tempts me to walk mto the
woods to-mortow,  The question of bed and
board was soon and satisfactorily settled.  John
Winkle and his wife are members of the church
which I once served, ani recall cheertully the
days when they sat on the berches of the infant
class room and listened, not  without disdam, 1
suspect, to the younyg pastor's efforts to tals down
to their shrewd, inquiring mtellect . In thar
well-ordered home, set back from the village
street a little among the trees, Mrs Winkie has
offered me a bedroom and a sittimg room.  The
rouins could not be cleaner: they he open 10 1Le
sunlight; the food is good, the doorvard will be
shady mn June, and | may drive ihe «ld hor:e
when I will. \, . letter could | do? Wha
more coula I aske 1 L in my own quiet nook
with books aud le‘sure, and a little balan ¢ inth
bavk ut tue end of cach month, and such hea th
as oue who has passed seventy may well thank
God tor. I have no longer a pulpit, but I shall
get wonted even to that heavy loss, and please
God. 1 ueed vot be idle. A mivistry of somne
sort [ am sure awaits me. *'Old age hath yet its
honor and its toils.”’

But enough of my own affairs, Timothy, Let
me turn to yours, I am greatly interesied in two
or three matiers touched upon in your letter,

You st pot apelovize |

It s o pleasute 1o recoive vorr erters

The sermon was editying and con-

particalarly in what vou say of the reception the

i
I new «ivty for Religons Education™ is meet-
imgg with amang the hrethren whose hoasting itis
tar they stand fast in the old ways, contending
Cearnes Iy foar the interaational les<ons, once for
alldolivered to the saims. T would ike to say
Caoncthing atont that,  But it can wait,  Tmu
Cdeliver wvsclf first oo another topie Be pre-
Cpated ey £or plain speech
To b frank, Timothy, your letter gave me a
bad halt-lonr, for it <hows only foo plainly that
Cy o leve given in vour allegianee to a doetrine of
wnnisterial ellicienes and soceess which with all
ms heant Drepadiate. Your ide | if vour own
Cwornds do nat deceive e, are not my ideals, and
the tewards von appear to scek | have never
ceovete . Not that 1 dissent iu to from what you
Psay, B oam ouot prepared to deny that *facts are
| facts,"" thongh all facts are notequally important
Tu be sure, Uthis is the twemieth century, aond
not the seventeenth ** To be sure, also, **methods
of chureh work bave changed.””  Dear me, yes!
PHow trucall this i8] Where do not the “new
Pwethods™ prevail?  Here, in our lintle village
chiurch, they flourish and flannt themselves, If
tiurteen-year-old Jenny Martin is put to bed by
 her too selicitous mother at five o'clock on Sun-
< day atternoon with a strip of red flannel around
{ her throat, the chairman of the look-out com-
mitve ealls on Tuesday eve ing to ask why
ey was not present at the junior endeavor
mecting and makes a note of Jenny's 2xcuse for
s report of “cases investigated.”  Another
Cvommittee is at this moment going  up and down
the village street with a “pledge hook™ in which

von will read tw) chaptersof the Biple each week
dav and five on Sundavs. 1 wrote down my
name somewhat reluctantly, I confess, for, though
T am willing enough to read my Bible regularly,
tdonot bke pladges.  But neither do T wish 1
my old age and in a community where 1 would
tain be respected to be reckoned among the out-
+ensrs ond-the s s toe,; you see:
Necessity was laid upon me.  We were disposed
to take some things for granted in my day.
Culpal’'y o, perhaps. I am not prepared to de-
_fend tho casy-going, inefficient, slack old times,
nor to regret new methods because they are new,
1 It must needs be that new methods will come

(20 be conclud:od in our next issuc.)

The Successful Ministe.

By Rev, Theolore L. Cuyler, D D,

mirtister of Jesus Christ is to achieve spiritual
snceess.  For this he prays and for this he labors:
avd for the lack of this neither fame nor popular
favor, nor jarge salary can b any compensation.
He 15 not blind 1o the faci that in his success two
factors must be reckoned with—the human and
divine.  The planting of the wisest Paul and
the watering of the most eloquent Apollos w1l
wail nothing unless God gives the increase. Not
v human might or power, but by the agency of
tie Holy Spirit, can suceess be sccured.  The
minister may pray ever so fervently for the bless-
iy of the Divine Spirit, but he cannot dictate and
lemand that blessing.  Yet there are certain
(hings thac the ambassador of Jesus Christ must
e and must do it his ministry is to bear spiritual
iruts,  For doing his duty he is responsible; for
spiritual results he rolls the responsibility over
apon the Master hejserves. He works, but he
d s not worry.

1. The first essential to success is that a
minister should not only love his work, but love
that Divine Master and Owner whose blood-
redeemed servant he is, Paul clove to the root
an | the core of the m.tter when he said, ““The
love of Christ constraineth us.”’ Notonly his love
for us, but ours for him. The curse of a vast
deal of preaching and teaching is that self
is —in some shape—at the botom of it, and
Christisnot there atall,  ** Whose [ am and whom
Iserve.,, The more entirely a minister can fulfil

vour asked to put your name to a promise that

T'hie highest aim and ambition of every true |

this vital and indispensable condition the stronger
he will be, the happier he will be, yes, and the
holier he will be also,  Just as sure as the heart-
. thermometer shows a lowering of the Christ-love,
| just so surely will the sermous and the pravers
i fecl the chilling effect; and a cold pulpit sends
i its frost throngh the woole congregation. On
{ the ather hand, whea a winister brings Jesus
Christ with him into the pulpit, tnen there is a
| “tonmue of fire' there which will hurn its way
+into the hearts and consciences of the auditors,
| Genius, scholarship, rhetoric, are but “tinkling
teymbals,” in comparison with this indwelling,
! oler mastering grace of personal love for a per-
! sonal Savior, If such men as Brainerd. McCl eyne
¢ Summerficld, Spurgeon or Moody were sitting by
{ my side, they would say''Amen’ toevery word
i I have just written. *“*More love o Thee, oh,
i Christ,” 1s the prayer that shonld be oftenest on
| every minister's lips,
i
H

|

2. Asthe spirtually successiul minister is a
! man whose highest inspiration is a supreme love
! for Christ, so it is his foremost aim to induce his
hearers 1o give their hearts to Jesus. He knows
| mo other way to save a life bhut to save the heart
| that animates and controls that life; ana the only
| way to save that heart is to enthrone Jesus Christ
+ there.  Winning people to trust, to obey, to follow
' Christ-—that is his “high calling.”” There is a
cosntant temptation with ministers to ignore this,
or 10 substitute something else for it  One minister
who lives much in the atmosphere of books is
tempted to preach chiefly to the intellect, and
gives much valuable insruction. Another is deep-
ly interested in sociology, and aims to reform
social wrongs, to promote humanitarian enter-
| prises and Christian citizenship. The gospcl of
Jesus Christ goes infinitely deeper than mental
| instruction or social reforms, excellent philanth-
| rapies of various kinds. It aims tochange human
| hearts and put Jesus Christ there. His message

| “Come unto me,” “Follow me,,; and no

unless (by the Holy Spirit's aid) he can win
people to the service of Christ  His vital purpose
is to form character—to mak: bad people good
and good people better; this means heart work;
this means regeneration; this means salvation for
this world and another. My brother, do you fail
right there? Then there must be something
wrong in your aims or your methods, or your
spirit; for the Christian ministry that yields no
! fruit of Christian lives is about equivalent to a
i wedical practice that heals no sick tolk, or a legal
I practice that gives no verdicts. Tosearch honest-
{1y for the cause of failure is often the first step
i 10 success.

3. The minister who intensely loves his Master,
and with singleness of heart labors for the salva-
tion of his fellow-men works at an immense ad-
vantage. He is not obliged to maunufacture his
weapons, or invent his arguments, or constrect
his own motive power. *'Preach my Word" is
His divine commision; *Lo! I am with you alway"’
is His promise of divine support. My observation
has been that thosc ministers who have had the
most spiritual success (for this is the point I am
discussing) have been men who had an implicit
| faith in the supernatural inspiration and the divine
| authority of their Bible,and who have kept at the
| front the great central themes of revelation. They
have wasted no time or breath in defending God's
Bouk, which they hold to be self-evidenceing; they
have planted themselves on the adamant of God's
unshakable truth and preached with the light of

eternity flashing in the faces of their auditors.
| They have never frittered away their sermons on
secondary topics, ot blinked human depravity, or
concealed hell, or beclouded the Atonement, or
dwarfed God's infinite love, or Christ's infinite
claims, or the indispensable need of the Holy
Spirit at every step. They have aimed to n.ake
sin horrible, and Christ lovable, and a life of fruit-
ful service the ouly lile worth living. Such
preaching the promise-keeping God has stamped
with success and will do it while the world stands,

Try it and see.

onght tofecl that his work is successful




