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method has been very successful, and
I have been able to obtain thirty, forty
and sometimes even double that num-
ber of perfect cells, with absolutely no
disturbance to the colony, and with the
work going on in the super as though
no cells were being drawn out below.
Bearing in mind the encroachment of
foul brood upon our apiaries, and the
consequent necessity of Italianising for
protection against it, the value of a
method whereby we can obtain with
ease and rapidity queen-cells in suffi
cient numbers to re-queen whole apiar
cannot be overestimated.

ies,

I might explain here that 1 use the
half-chamber hives in my yard, and for
that reason my combs are of the shal-
low type, of which I use two in the de-
vice described The prineiple,
however, is precisely the same, and no
doubt as good results would be obtained
from the use of a single full-depth
comb supported above the colony; and
as by far the largest number of bee-
keepers use the Langstroth frame, the
device described will be for supporting
one full-depth frame.

below.

The framework that I have already
referred to as forming the support of
the comb, which is to rest horizon-
tally above the brood-chamber, is in
the form of an extremely shallow super,
two inches only in depth. This is
made by taking a narrow board two
inches wide and 78 in. thick and cut-
ting it into such lengths that when
nailed together they are of the length
and breadth as the hive you are using.
I halve the corners and nail both ways
to obtain greater strength and rigidity.
The length of the frame-work or shal-
low super inside should be just suffi-
cient to give a bee-way at each end
when a comb is suspended in it. Now,
if we propose to use the ordinary
Langstroth frame, lay a comb in the
centre of the framework, and where
the top bar of the comb rests on the

edge, cut a mortise or slot in the
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framqwork just large enough for the
shoulder of the top bar to slip into, and
deep enough so that there will be 14-in,
of bee-way above the top of the bar
and below the top edge of the frame
Now hold the comb level and
through th
super _or lift, s

work.
drive two wire nails
sides of the
that the c¢omb will rest leve
upon them. Next

pieces of wood 1% inches in thickness

take some narrow
and fill up the remaindet, of the spac
leaving a bee-way next the top and
bottom bars of the brood frame. The
pieces should be nailed even with the
bottom of the framework ®o that ther
will be bee-ways when the device
in use on the hive, and with the super
above.

Now we are ready to make prepar:
tions for the building of the queer
cells.

No queen should be bred from which
has been reared in a weak colony. Six
days before the cells are to be started
put a nice clean worker comb into the
colony from which you wish to rais
your queens. At the close of these
six days the comb should be well filled
with eggs and young larve.

By some it is eclaimed that
queens raised from larvae two or three
days old will give as good queens as
those raised from the egg. This is,
however, a fine point, and one we will
not stop to discuss here. I am simply
giving you the working lines of the
new system. Next take your honey
knife and shave down the cells to
about one-half of their natural depth
Commencing next the top-bar, and
using some blunt instrument, crush
down the first two rows of cells con
taining eggs. Do this right across the
frame. Leave the next row of cell
but break down the two following
rows. Repeat this operation of pre
serving one row of cells and breaking
the next two until the whole frame 1
so treated.
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