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THE DOMINION PRESBYTERIAN
There Is a township In fine Ontario 

that has a reputation running up to 
the fame of Plctou County, In the mat
ter of Preslivtorlun preacher produc
tions. Zorra Township has given many 
men to the pulpit and the missionary 
compound and the professor's chair; 
but none of her gifts has excelled the 
one she has made to the Church In 
the person of Dr. R. P. Markay. He 
Is kind and gentle and wise with the 
canny prudence of the race he l»elongs 
to. Home men have a Provincial or 
Dominion notoriety. Dr. Mackay 
overruns small barriers and has taken

UKXKRAL AHHKMBLY NOTE*Che Dominion Probfttriai
This Is the fourth time the Assembly 

has met In Halifax: 1877. IS**. 1800. 1810.
Thirty-six years ago. In Montreal, the 

General Assembly was organised with 
Dr. John Cooke, of Quebec as first mod- 

Hlnce then the Church has
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wonderfully lengthened her cords and 
strengthened her stakes from east to

Ottawa, Whdne*I)AT, June 8th. 1910

That sermon of Rev. Dr. Lvle as re
tiring Moderator of the General Assem
bly, remarks the Hamilton Times, does 
not read like the deliverance of a min
ister who has retired from the active 
work of the pastorate. It was a splen
did effort, and one which was well 
calculated to inspire to hopefulness and 
enthusiasm In the great work of the 
Church. It was a clarion call to duty 
and self-sacrifice, to effort for the 
good of mankind.

"A Chlel” In the Halifax Chronicle 
furnishes the following pen-portraits 
of prominent officials:

The distinguished minister of Bt. An
drew's Kirk, Ottawa, has the ascetic nil the world as his constituency. As 
face of a Newman. The tweed suit and Foreign Missionary
the huslnere collar are no novelties Western Division hi
with him. The peopln of Bedford well mounta|n, to ind|a „ c,„.„| ,frond,
remember his holiday garb, which wn* Two years ago he circled the globe 
worn on Sunday In the pew of the cosy on a tour of visitation and inspiring
church, and on Monday when his boat address to the men on the firing line of
rocked on the borom of the Basin. Now the mle.lonary rank» of the Church.

_ ,, .. ity the Presbyterian public Dr. Mac-
he goes a-traln In mufti. Dr. llerrldae „oy „ led as a sane and able
does not often favor the Assembly with administrator; by the smaller group of 
hie chastened and compact speech. It those who know his winsome personal
is whispered that he Is to be sponsor he *" held as a remarkable force
at this assembly for a matter of par- ^'ln*ln ",,tot wa>'’ on ,he 11,0 ol 
ticular Interest to one of the Church's ,ne a*e- 
Institutions, 
that his e-p 
things of t
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The general cult known aa Unltarlan- 
Ism embraces a variety of types, and 
when a man gives reasons “why lie la 
not a Unitarian," It may be that he 
belongs to one type of the genus, and 
Is simply telling why he does not ad
here to another species. The Chan- 
nlng variety of the article Is, per
haps, the least objectionable of all the 
shades and types of the general 
■chool, but all along the line, from the 
Channlng stamp down to the most of
fensive form of the general theory, 
the real divinity and eternal existence 
of Jesus Is denied.
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pacity he is the medium through the 
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v. John Somerville, P.D., has 
on the front bench .n the Assembly and 
In the front rank of the workers. Aug
ment» lion and Home 
been his particular depart 
tlvity: hut hie sympathies nave com- 
passrd the whole budget of the As
sembly for decades. So minute and ex
act was his interest In the Church's 
enterprises that unconsciously he was 
becoming fitted for the office he holds. 
It was an ndvantage of the first rank 
that his i»ast had been what It was for 
the burden of the Agency in the West
ern Provinces reels safely on his 
shoulder*. Ills genial humanness, his 
patient tolerance and Ills sane Judge- 

Invaluable assets to the 
. a man of his tallness to
"enter In at lowly doors” is far from 
easy; but he is ais much at home In 
the smaller groups of Presbyterians as 

of

The agent 
I vision) Isl>i extenso so far

Prom Montreal comes Dr. Mowat, 
still In the fullness of his rugged 
strength. Does the minister of Ersklne 
Church ever don the dark look and the 
lowering brow? Those who see him at 
Assembly see only the smile, and the 
tender light of one who loves hts fellow 
men. Wo think he Is capable of u 
mighty Indignation when there is need 
for him to cry aloud and spare not; 
but as George Eliot says of one of her 
characters, "He does not hark at the 
moon at noon day." The kind heart 
that Is more than a coronet, and the 

dwarfs undent linc- 
s face and vlbratue In

the Assembly's expressed mind 
ted necessities. For many 

an aged man yet)Ho"

Missions have 
mentis of ac-

In the same week that Britain lost 
Its king by death, It lost also the man 
who was almost unanimously regarded 
by Englishmen aa the king of Brit
ish preachers—the venerable Dr. Alex
ander McLaren. On this side the At- dmpie faith that 
luntic Dr. McLaren was known only “hi* *hand* 
by his hooks, and loss by hla sermons 
than by his expository writings, hut 
his decease will he lamented In this 
country almost ns much as In his 
homeland. Particularly the comments 
on the International Bible lessons, 
which were printed weekly for years 
hi The Sunday School Times, endear
ed him to thousands who never saw 
him. Dr. McLaren was 84 years of 
age and had been pastor of Union 
eliapel, a Baptist congregation In Man
chester, since l S3?, though In the last 
two or three years lie had not be *n 
In very active service.
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Prof. Ilobi Laird, of Queen's Uni
versity, is 01 e of the must versatile of 

Canadia i philosophic theologians, 
not q lie in the middle-weight 

via»* in point of age; hut In the mutter 
of equipment und achievement he is n 
heavyweight. He lias the historical 
sense and (lerspecUve. He has the 
power to take an unbiased view and to 
see the context and what Is Involved. 
As minister at various Important cen
tres and as Agi nt General for Queen's 
Em* fWinent Fund he has hud uxc 
tloi

He is he Is in the Assembly, and In all 
them he Is able to answer for hie ac
tion* und to act nobly. His "hobby" is 
the writing of apiteals to the rich peo
ple who need to know of the need of

re was the unequalled clerk of thy 
mbly with the tweed suit and the 

L:eP" care-free air of the tourist. A man 
and Wh0 cannot be hid, though, physically, 
“l8‘ he Is not after the size of Saul. , The 

eye of the famous clan survives In the 
wetll-poleed, grizzled head of the ven
erable and revered clerk. What lab- 

An observer of the avoirdupois of the orB he performs as scribe of proceed- 
Assemldymen will find many who tng9, as gubernator In perpetuo,
have the lean and hungry look of Cas- critic of 111 considered movements, as 
sius. These are In the ranks of the conservor of the ties that bind Queen’s 
lay ns well us the clerical members. University and the Church, as oppon- 
But here and there Is one whoeo length, ent of the proposal to abandon the path 
breadth and depth of chest show the of Presbyterian principles and polllcy In 
effects of oatmeal and the Shorter the interests of Church Union. Full 
Cathechism and work. Mr. Walter of nervous energy, capable of pasalon- 
Patil, who comes from Montreal, is ate and powerful speech, he is the 
broad and very tall, ami taken all in bridge over which the legislative life of 
al!. Is one of the most useful mem- the Church steps on Its continuous way. 
hers of the Aaacmbly. lie 1- a "Ule«- Two thlnin he 1. »ure to have In Me 
an" man by birth and by profeeilen bag-a book ..n procedure and a vae- 
a nrnvlder of iruod thing» for the tab- eulum for blunts. Eccleecology andtoot- 

Ihle suggestive generalization In con- he,?°hnnies In the Mg Oitv a»y are llls 8l>«tiaJ«, ahd hie urbanity
cludbtg Ite commenta ou the l-.a re- Î&T i55 ÏÏ? t^ltXti"

Unhappily, too. the apathy, o, which VJTSÏmI 5£ S-VM STS 'tT""”*'

ond to none. Time was w tenance of a man, have crept h
would mount to the platform with the e^pUbly to him. He is gratefully re- 
aglllty of a boy. Now he would fain gar<jed as a permanent, manifesting 
speak from his place In a pew, for gpght differences. He has carefully oti
the steps are "ower high," and he Is aerved Ruekln's counsel, "When you 
not as young as ho was more than Bpeak let It be the truth; but don't al- 
threeiicore yt rs past, and an eighth ways speak." The Clerk regards speech 
of a ton weight is a burden not eas- as something to be indulged In spar- 
ily ignored by the mind that moves lngly. He has to "boll down" speeches, 

May his shadow long continue at and ho knows that an ou 
Its present proportions. ment to better than a ton
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lander," and that good start is account
able for much.
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The Christian of London, states 
that the English Methodists have suf
fered a loss In membership during the 
past church year of 2,707. The loss 
for four years has amounted to 9,868. 
No sufficient explanation of the some
what surprising fact Is offered. It Is 
hinted that tallure to adhere to the 
old doctrine» and mechods have much 
to do with It. The Christian makes

we hear so much nowadays, Is by no 
means confined to the pe 
roan In the street; and tl 
ing widely Ignored 
have boldly proclaimed, In season and 
out of season the exceeding 
of sin, the need of repenta 
God, and of faith In the 
of the livi 
Instrument 
death Into life.
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