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DEATH OF JOHN THE BAPTIST."
(By Rev. J. W. McMillan, M.A.)

John the Bapust was nseo, vo M dhe
leatures ob the an e bad e were
puvtograpbed on the mewory ok Herod.

Aliey  wWore ever preseut W lis dnward
gz, AU s s with all our eval deeds, We
Call bever gel oaway o Lhe sigot ol
Lovti, ML bwere done whel b s done,
il Machett, wien Be Was plaiiliing Loy
wurder ol lus sovereign and guest,  but i
I aol done,  We bave BoL nuished will
our s when tiey have been comiuiiied,
Ahcy WHL Fise again s surely as our
LOLICS, Wil prociadin Ll e guut ol
e belongs o us. U, Lie wiiiie ol
FUoIse, LI agolly Ul an o accusing con
Lhese ale bells sharpest pangs.
Would we escape them?  Lhen ey us shiul
Lhe =i Lual deads W Lhei.

suicnce!

Vrophet,v, 10, 5o people try (o expiaiu,
aud by waplanation, W
anyUung greal. It 1s sald Lhab @ brotuer
ol br. Cnadmers, uving o Loudon, 1
maied Smoking oa tavern, wine all the
Clly  Was clowding o liear Lie ldinous
Aourthern divine  pieach, A colipanivi,
Hol KuOWing the relationsuip, dashed dik,
DK YOU CVEE bear your samesake aud
fehow-countryman ? leard  nbi, o sald
tue brochier, L beard s hrstoscicech.
Jie persisted N Liiiking oF that dalaid
oecuttence o stupid and jeaious  delignt
aud scort. Do, o, we sty oL old wars
lugs which bave  grown  lawibar, e
bave heard that betote,  and, neglecliog
e, are Jost.

It is not lawtul, v. 18
Junn to rebuke herod?
Ol LruLl, and U bds always autuority
over vice and cruue,  druln as oso gieal,
Lhal the meanness ol s wouthpiece can
1 the house i wlich you
o one needs W

Lie JITTTTTORTIYPARN

Now, who was
e was Lhe vuiee

not degrade it
are situng catches hie,
bug your pernission Lo sound the alarm.
Lie 1L stranger, or schovlboy, or buggat,
the barking ot @ dog, or the scurtying ol
wiee, you respect and heed the warning
and are graweiul for . And whoever ol
whitever awakens a person (o lus s bas
done @ iriendly act. Do not despise Llie
warnings of the divine dpirt, because 1
stiange and huwbie her-

solICUIeS Usus

ieard him gladly, v. 20. Perhaps readi
ness Lo listen is the List clement ol pro-
nt.  But it goes only a very hitte way.
Y ou way be toud of your teacher, &

pay no atlention o the wacling. You
way love your parents, and yeo break
their hearts with disobedience. Y ou may

like the voice and manner ol the preachiet,
and yet learn nothing frowm the sermon.
We constantly hear people singing hymus
because their ears are caught by the tunes,
whtteas, s0 lar as any prout troin the
words 18 concerned, thcy migut as well
sing negro lullabies. Said Jesus, _'.'h ye
Jove Me, keep My commanduments.

Made a supper, v. 21, And the wine
flowed freely, no doubt. All was jollity
and fun, as when a balt duzen young lel-

lows meet in the  barroom, which,

every community, fings open its dours
that lead o rum and death. but nest
“head,

day these chaps gev up With @
and are unfit tor an honest day's Work.
Down with treating! Close the bars! Let
old and young unite in this demand, and
make their wishes so plainly known that
the makers of our laws will not dare to
oppose them!
Sware unto her,
in, wit is out.” Anything scems wise
noble and hercie to people in @ me
mood of drunkenness. The guests at this
supper, no doubt, considered this oath a
truly royal utterance, full of generosity,

v. 23, “When wine is
nd

*8.8. Lesson May 20, 1006 Mark 6: 14-
20. Commit to mewmory V. 20, Read
Matthew 14: 1-12; Luke 5: 120; 6: 7:13.
Golden Text—be not drunk with wine,

wherein is excess.—Epbesiavs G:18.

decision and courage,  What
of 1olly it must have seciied e the sober
daylight of the next worning!  “Wine s

mocker, It loves 1o wake a laughing
stock ol its victin,  Une ngid
told of lis care, as tollows: “Once, i my
drinking days, I saw a couple oi tchows
about hali-lvaded, who were making ivols
of themseives. 1 oasked a nend of wine
i 1 was hike that when 1 was dreunk, 1

W sorty picee

abetainer

sadd 1 was tar worse. Do 1 osigned Lo
pledge.”

Her mother, v. 28 Here s an unwo
wanly woman, an wiboiherly mother, and
an hinan human beimg. doe o worst s

olten Just the corruption oi the best, Lie
ligher the point trom wiiel the all tabes
place, the onger moie
ruinous Lhe ¢l
apple is a more
vl wood, S0 @ rotten apple s
sive Lhan a rotien piece ol

vices of man are worse than those

the drop and the
the bottom.  As an
thing than a plece
twote ollen

lue
ol any

bl

1 at

woud.

other amimal,  dle can be ot
than any biute, As he is
lighest ol cieatures, so he sometines sinks
lower than the Jowest. matier
for deep and serious tiougut, by just as
wuch as the angelic 1s possible lor us, by
JUst 50 much 1s the diabolic,  Batan was

an archangel.

meant wobe tue

Luis 1s a

-

Exceeding sorry, v. 20, When Theodore
Parker was a cluld of six, he one day hit-
ed a stick to strike a tortoise, bad
seen older boys ao.  But i that momeut
an nner voice whispered Joud and clear,
iy s wrong. Ao s dvight the boy has-

is I

tened home o £ug biumse anto s molh-
er's arms.  “What  was  the vowe!  he
ashed, And his mother answered, “reople
call it conscience, but 1 prefer to call 1t
the voie of God an the soul.  Always
your hbappiness will depend upon vbedr
ence to that  little  vore”  Mow glad
Ierod would have been afterwards, nad

he yielded to the leading of that sorrow
for his foolish promise and revoied at!

The King commanded, ete, 27, It is
a stll undertaking Lo conguer couscicuee.
Herod scemed to have suceceded o it but
in fact, as v. 4o conscicuee re
awakes, and Lhe King 1s reot with berce
remorse.  Conscience, sooner  or later,
avenges ali disobedience,  The only way
with it, 1s to do as it bids. He that s
vash enough to do otherwise pays deatly
for his folly.

veals,

LIGHT FROM THE EAST.
(By Rev. James Ross, D.D.)

Daneing Was originally a natural ex-
pression ot gieal Joy, and as such iv be-
Cale @ redgiols act Ino many  prisitive
faiths, empioyed ab arciages, bicths, au-
niversaries, and other special oceasions in
the rehigous line.  Bul alongside ot the
dance ol wurship, Lhere giew up one ol
Quile anvibier character, dancing by spe-
cally tramea men and women lor the en-
tertainment ol spectators,  Un the monu-
menuts, girls dressed o long, transparent
clothing, with tambourines or castancts 1o
their hands, tuwn  round and round m
quick time, bending their bodies moa co-
quettish manner.  Plus kind of dancing
was wuch culuvated among the Ureeks,
and from them it passed to the {omans
and the Helenized Jews.  Among them
it was pertormed chietly by women of the
town. Ahe fact that a princess of lsrael
thus demeaned herself, is a revelation ot
the moral atmosphere of erod’s court.
The profession ot the dancing girls is sull
an important and lucrative  one in the
East, although their motions secm to us a
somewhat tame and mouotonous perfori:
ance. They move backwards and forwards
and sideways, now slowly, then rapidly,
throwing their arms and heads about, roll-
iug their eyes and wriggling the body inte
wany lavguishing and  suggestive witi-
tudes.

HEAVENLY JEWELS.
Ly Rev. W. L. Watkinson, D.D.

Mine . . .
Mal. g, 15,
Lty Laie in the

“Tuey shall be
make up My

There s a
flower
mterpivied geology, precious as
striped Jasper, 1aoa drop oi dirty
dades the rainbow, and the «
of adl things in the bands i tac ¢l
turns out gold, and beauty, and irag
Lhus in humwan lile we may oot seek charm
and cunichient 1 extraordinary ciements,
line

when 1

Jewels
FUTETRITENE
that

giows;  lhe  pavingsiones,

are

water

dramatic situations, aid renzivs; ail

we need s Lhe ope
Jage purpose and bigh efliciency ot com-
monplace people, places, and days,

It 18 quile

Ul ULl eyes Lo the

remarkavie 10 what consid
erable extent jewels are now being used
o mean work, Ouce strictly
reserved  Lor the rich, the
tiara and the aown
ol Kings; now, being  purely
ornamental, pressed into the
TOUg | L service,
Lhey are used in glaziens' wols, dentists’
drills, gramite cutters’ saws, rock drills,
and divwonds and sapplires are fixed in
thousands of meters lor registering the
supply of electricity. A lemocratic age
has captured the ghttering gem and set it
W do dirty work. Yet has the gem sui-
tered no e to cat, drdl, and
weasure abales nothing ol its glory.
and vue day le

they were

tinger o1 the
st

wstead ol
ey

bardest u

necklace ot

are

dation

God also has His jewels

will make them up. But in the mean-
time where are tney?  Shall they be
sougit an hign places, tlaming torth in

beauty? Is the world talking ot their pure
lustre? Do they repose soitly in the jew-
elcases of wealth and art? Do they cor-
ruscate on lestal days?  Are they the
pride of fashionable circles? v

Surely not. Vay
God are hxed in coarsest setlings, seereted
e shabbiest neighborboods, doomed w
meanest vocations, delivered to basest uses
; Dol vue beam ot
slruggies througa
ole ol duse
L quakity and
destination, Ur the lowaest o these we
may boast “Lhou shalt also be a crown ol
beauty m the band ot the Lord, und a
royal diadem in the band o1 thy God”;
yeu today their station is obscure, their
calling paltry, their work hewing wood
and drawing water,

Do not despise common positions: they
require splendid souls to il them; do not
despise common tasks: it requires rare
souls W accomplish tuem.  Ouly God's
Jewels can worthily work out liis great
purpose in humble places and things; and
in thus working out Mis purpose they are
proved and polished against the great day
ol coronation,

Louk not wistiully to the high, the dis-
tant, the rare; see all neediul things in
the routine of common days. Do not
weaken the soul with vain longings and
ideabisations,  There is no victory like
Lial of the commonplace lite bravely lived,
Jolin Wesley thought highly ot the man
who “persevered in dvry duty’; o that
mwan God emphatically approves, “lo
them that by patience in well-doing seek
lor giory and honor and incorruplion, eter-
nal life.”

viten the jewels ol

i the work-wday wo
their trins:
ther sordid o, not
Luction reveals

beauty
sjatale
royai

Do not despise the small. “The eyes of
@ lovl are 1o the ends of the earth,” seek-
ing great things, while in the apparently
insignificant close at reside most
momentous possibilities, The wise accept
thankiully the small sphere, the one tal-
ent, the few things. Rittner observes, in
his “lmpressions of Japan”: “In small
thirgs the Japanese are wonderfully artis-
tic; no country can paint china better,
or carve more perfectly, whether in ivory,




