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The m<n did not nciuirc .iny |)r(ssinK fr) unload Iho
cart and distrilmtc some of it- contciits. It wa.s a f^lorioiis

moonlit niRht, and m^v.r did old Lnm, \„„k down on a
happier scene than on those stalwart (•itiz<'n-s()ldi,.rs,

as they sat on the soft Kreen j^rass and partook of the
wholesome fare sent tluin from honu'. As yet fliey
had exiMTieneid nothii-K <'f )!" 'lin an<l jjanojily of war;
but they knew it could not he lon« kept hack. They at.'

and were thankful, not knowing wiien or where their
next hapi)y meal miRht i.e.

The two brothers sat a little ajiart from tiie rest,

in earnest conversation. When Alistair was made av.are
of all that had taken place at the Knowe, he was .so

charKcd with deepest sr.ititude for th<' turn alTairs had
taken that he could .scarcely utter a word. At last he
sjwke.

"We've aye been leal to ane anitlier T'harlie, an<l I

dinna need to t<'ll you what 1 think aiioot a' ye've done
for El.sie and me. (lod bles.-; liicie Thomas and you.
Hae ye ony idea o' tlx- whenabou's of Alan KilKour?"

Charlie had just tim<- to r> -it Kil^our liad been
seen to board a ves.sel .^ailing th when a message
arrived, summoning Alistair to :.,• presence of his chief.

On hi« return, a few niimites afterwards, he .said:

"It has been reported that a {)arty of foot -soldiers are
approaching cautiously along the road from Edinburgh.
My party of scouts are to go out again, and keep them from
getting to know the .strength of the Princ<''s troops."

"Douglas," he .said to one of the men, "let Charlie
hav<' your horse, and take your ])lace. Now, lads, we'll
need to take a roundabout way, and .surround the-se

redcoats before they see us."

The little party rode qui<'tly tlown a little hollow
towards the south, where there was a long, narrow planta-
tion which afforded them excellent cover, and, as the


