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PREFACE.

has ever been found an efficient aid to the
acquirement -of knowledge by the yeiy young
and hence it is that we have admitted a large
number of pieces, on various subjects, among

^the prose matter of the Second Reader. The
speUing is ^nly a degree more advanced, as
we have .thought it useful to keep the earUw
qjeUingJessons in the pupil's mind:

'

In the Second as well as in the First Reader
we, have strictly followed the advice of the
saintiy F^nelon. Speaking of children, he
says: "Give them books adorned with beau-
tiful pictures and well-formed characters; aU
that pleases tie imagination facilitates sthdy
Select books full of short and pleasing stories,
then be not afraid tlfet the child will not learn
to read perfe<Ay2 ,Let him pronounce natu-
rally-as hfe speaka; other tones are al^^ays bad,
and savor of college declamations. When his
toi^e le^mes freer, his chest stronger, and
the habit 4!# feaaihig more frequent, he wiU
tfiBd wi^o3.ii^ di^culty, wit^ more grace, ahd

it! fill rif^'-.r^.'.^^,.^ t,,,',^
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