
pub lished. It is desirable that complote fyles of ail bis introduced in the D,)min-
ion and Provincial Legisiatures should be obtained for preservation. Those whioýh
have become Acts are enibodied in tie statutes, but many of the. abortive bills
show tlie' drift of public opinion and the modifications made in thefr provisions
before they beconie law, or the nature of hheir provisions, should they be finally
rejected. An instance is given by Hallarn in hie Oon8titutional'History of England,
of the inconveniénces experienced in the discussion of questions of a constitutional
nature, arising froma the. want of these lapsed bills. In 1693 a bihl t provide for
the. Independence of Parliament, by thi. exclusion of placeholdere, was passed.by
the. Commons but rejected in the. Lords by a very smail majority. The. following
Session it was passed by both Hlouses, but negatived by the. King, William III.
As no trace of the bill, as presented in the. two successive years, can b. found, it
is impossible now to do more than conjecture its provisions, or the. resns liat
led to the respective actions of the. tire. branches of the. Logislature. Iu respect
to Canada and the Provinces, it je possible that fyles of the B3ills may have
been kept by membere of the. varions Legisiatures, wiio migiit be induced to for-
ward thera for preservation ini thi, Archives Office. Failing tie, lier. seeras to
b. no possibility of obtaining tics. for past years, but an endeavour will b. made
to secure thein iin future.

Among lb. works preeented t0 tie Archives during the year is a set of mape
relating to the Maine boundary, given by Mr. F. H. Perley. They wcre cohlectedl
by Mr. John Wilkinsoni, C.E., wiic wag connected with the. surveys and negotia-
tions leadiDg to, the. Ashburton Treaty. The. mape have beau bound sud will be
found useful for reference. Unfortnnately, Mr. Wilkinson's notes and memoranda
were burned in the. fire wiich destroyed St. John, N.B, in 1877. Basides tiiese,
Mfr. Perley has presented the Orderly Bock cf the. lO4ti Reiziment whulst statioued


