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marine. It is by such means, rather than ».y the enuncia-
tion of pacificist maxims, some of them profoundly repug-
nant to deep-seated instincts of human nature, and all of
them subject to the risk that when most needed they are
most disregarded, that the British Empire may, through
the blood and carnage of this war, enieige to a Ijetter

day, to bring about which the Dominions, by partaking
of the toil and trouble, would have done their part.

But, while the righteousness of the war may well com-
mend itself to the consciences of peace-loving Britono
throughout the Empire, on the ground that it is a war
against the principles and ideals of militarism and all

that militarism implies, there are special reasons why
men who believe both in the supremacy of law and
in the supremacy of liberty should give the cause of

Great Britain their whole-hearted support. The Prime
Minister has declared that we are fighting on J>ehalf of
the sanctity of the written word and of the independence
of the small nations. The American Press was quick to

recognize the significance of the German Chancellor's
contemptuous allusion to a scrap of paper. It took at

once the point that documents, such as Magna Charta
and the American Constitution itself, were equally mere
scraps of paper. Unless nations, no less than individuals,
fulfil the obligations to which they have given their
formal guarantee, public life becomes a mere scramble
in a calculation of the strength of opposing forces. Ho\\
little the German Chancellor realized the Anglo-Saxon
reverence for the sanctity of the plighted word is shown
by his late addition of the insulting suggestion that, if

France had been the first to violate Belgian neutrality
we should have accepted such violation with ready ac
quiescence. But the subjects of the British Crown in
the Dominions, no less than the citizens of the I'nited


