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3 Lakevlew Terrace, 
Ottawa, February 2, 1946.

O Dear Mr. Meighem,

Tour letter arrived just before I had te leave for Montreal, and I got hack 
only late last night. Hence my delay In answering.’ ’. ^ -V.-'tÿ»’ •;•■ ■ '.•■ 'V-vvyx, ,*
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I have net seen Brebner's hook, and ae all agog to knew the subject of your 
"swift run-in" with hi*. But I a* afraid I carnet add much to Aat you already 
knew about his two "authorities*. I a* sending Mss Armstrong’s book under separ­
ate cover. I read it some years ago, and indeed reviewed It for the n»n*dtan 
Forum. I do not new recall anything much about it, though ay review was favourable. 
But I am inclined to think I was then a good deal more Innocent than I am now, 
think it therefore perhaps as well fbr ay own reputation (if any) that by an error 
of the editorial staff the review appeared over ttoderhill'e Initials Instead of mine/ 
I note that, even then, I drew attention to several errors of fact; and later, having 
occasion to look the thing up again I noted with hoeror that Miss Armstrong's sole 
references to you (two in number) wére what purported to be quotation* based on, of 
all things, articlee by Bourassa In le Devoir! This last certainly suggests 
of critical acumen, if nothing woree, in Mse Armstrong.
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Charlie Stacey ws at Oxford when I was. to was on some sort of scholarship, 
tossey, I think. I always regarded him then as a very strong and belligerent Conserv­
ative. I lost track of him completely after we left Oxford, and the next thing I heard
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0, or whatever it_ , ______ -, -S being directed by
Professor C.P. Stacey, who had told him that the C.C.F. had "ante in their pants", but 
that if he was determined to write on such a subject he had better see me, among other 

? hsTe «leo occasionally sees articles by Stacey in the Canadian Historical 
tojlew, always on military history, and, I think, rather obscure paris of it in the 
last c en tuny. As I had no particular interest in the subjects of the articles, 
read them. Like you, I had never heard of his book.
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■ • 8 ’ '?*;• - •.*>. - ,-rs-v- • *;*. ■In short you have pretty well drawn a blank. Stacey may be an "authority" on 
military history, or parts of it; I don't knew, and am not qualified to say. Miss 
Armstrong certainly knows a lot about Quebec, but Aether it has been drawn from 
a sufficiently wide list ef sources, or sufficiently reliable ones, or how good her 
judgement le, I can't *y, at any rate without reading her book over again, which at 
the moment I don't feel I have time to de. I am afraid I must add that my own experi­
ence in writing eg book has given me a rather jaundiced view of "authorities". Too 
often they seem to be people with considerable eeXSBaeeuranoe and wide gullets, and very 
little discriminât!en. They canjf and do swallow almost anything, without taking the 
trouble to find out Aether it is based on anything more solid than seme previous "auth- 
etityPs" ipse dixit; and Ae result is a merry game in Aich errors acquire Ae prestige 
of truth because so many successive writers have put Asm on paper. Of course there are 
exceptions, I hope many; but Aere is a terrible let of shodfr work done.

IncidenAlly, you will be pleased to know that I have just lad a letter fro* 
Professor Brown assuring me Aat he has incorporated in a new printing of his booklet 
on Canadian Democracy in Action as many of gr suggestions as he could ranage to work 
i*L$o th« apace available. Is-! understand Ae booklet is used in Ontario schools, I 
am much relieved Ad pleased.
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