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Sean Michael Hill: 
the director speaks

tar
new

by Sally Teodoro
“No it isn’t.’’Hill said. “I did this

play on my own.”
To my amazement. I learned that 

the Fine Arts Department didn’t 
help Hill one bit. not even with the 
funding.

"This let’s us go out and do things 
for ourselves.” Hill said. “Also, the 
depai tment wants us to concentrate 

our classes instead. That’s why 
there’s not

A few weeks ago, I was given an 
asignment to do. which probably 
changed the course my life was to 
take. That’s right folks, my first 
interview. All mv editor had to say 
was. “I want an interview!" My 
immediate response was. “Yes sir, 
whatever you say sir!!!” And that's 
how I got my first interview .

My first course of action was to set 
up my first interview, so I did w hat 
every wise journalist before me has 
done. I phoned him up. It 
least three times before a thick, 
culine voice answered, “Hullo?” My 
first mistake I called too early.

Bewildered by the Tm-still- 
sleeping-give-me-a-break’ tone of 
his voice. I decided to continue my 
quest of achieving my first interview. 
We decided on the time, date and 
place - Sean Michael Hill- 
Friday - 10:00 am. Fine Arts Build
ing. After this I thought, 
problem.

In order not to look as if it was my 
first interivew, I decided to read up 
on Hill’s play.

The first play entitled “Once 
Upon a Playground” is described by 
Hill as. ‘a multi-media surrealistic 
piece set within the confines of a 
playground.’ Okay, so far I know it 
takes place in a playground.

My second problem, what is sur
realism?? Being the 
thorough person I claim loudly to 
be. I looked up the term. It didn't 
help. I then looked up the term ‘liter
ature of the absurd.’ Nothing. The 
one connection I did make was with 
the writer Samuel Beckett. You 
Hill put.on his plays at the Samuel 
Beckett Theatre in Stony College.

Picking up on this subtle connec
tion, I decided to pursue it. 1 asked 
Hill if there was any connection 
between him using this theatre and 
Samuel Beckett’s writings.

"No. actually," he plainly stated.
“It was the only theatre I could get."

I just blew my first question, but I 
continued, determined to 
all obstacles ahead of me.

When the interview started to 
How . I found myself listening to a 
very interesting young man.

Hill is in his second year at York, 
in the Director’s Program in Fine 
Arts. I asked him if putting on the 
play was a requirement for his 
course.

Ants heads eligible to vote in the 
editorial election,
support this afternoon (Mar. 131 
at 5p.m. Please attend.on

many independent
shows."

Hill is certainly dedicated to his 
type of work. Not only did he direct 
“Once Upon a Playground." but he 
wrote it as well. As Hill states, “It 
consistes ol the struggles of four 
people w ith each other, the roles they 
have been assigned to play, and the 
place they must play them in." Hill 
also wrote the short comic playlet 
that preceeded the actual play 
entitled. “Definitely Not Turnip." 
When I asked him where lie got the 
idea, he stated it was on the subway, 
coming home from work.

It s about two people going into 
tin .itt gallery and w hile lookinu at a 
turnip, they try and analyze the 
painting”, he said w ith a grin on his 
Lice. One states that it s a statement 
about the environment, while the 
other states that it's about 
and their struggle for equality. The 
only thing they agree about is that 
it's definitely not a turnip. In reality, 
the painting is actually about a 
turnip." —

This is one busy person. I found 
him very sincere and
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unique.
Although his plays arc more modern 
than anything I have seen, I enjoyed 
them immensely.

Hill has his For information contact the English Language Institute 
at 736-5353 or come to Winters College Suite 287.

own sense of style, 
which I really liked. When I asked 
what his

see.

previous responses were 
like, lie staled that basically here was 
where the problems occured.

“Many ol the people that 
out to see independent shows 
students in the fine arts program." 
Hill said. "Theatre students will go
out to see other theatre students. My 
plays can easily be understood by 
anyone here at York.

Hill was right. Mv opinion of sur
realistic plays have changed.

People of York University, listen 
up. Hill is worth seeing. He brings in 
his plays a different outlook on life 
that will leave you waiting for his 
next production. Engrave his 
m your mind. If “Once Upon a Play
ground" is any indication of his 
future. Sean Michael Hill should 
have a very good

come
are
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