If you want to be political ...

Amdmmmmwm-mmwwmm press rence held . ay:
: , a press conference pncamunyenu\ky

speaks at SUB Theatre

"Anti-abortionists are anti-women

and anti-sex.”

Morgentaler slams

anti-abortionists

by Jim Herbert

Dr. Henry Morgentaler lashed out at anti-abortionists
at a press conference Wednesday in the Law Centre,
calling them a “right-wing and quasi-Fascist movement.”

Morgentaler claimed that anti-abortionists have “nothing
to say which is relevant. People don’t believe-in what they

say.”

Eighty-five to ninety per cent of Canadians support a women’s
right to an abortion, Morgentaler said.

The underlying philosophy of
the pro-life movement is “anti-
women and anti-sex,” he said. They

* believe that if awoman “enjoys sex,

she should pay for it.”
Morgentaler charged that many
of the men in the anti-abortion
movement have no understanding
of the problems of an unwanted
pregnancy since they never find
themselves in that situation. He
added that many such men don’t
even have relationships with wo-
men—whether as husbands or
fathers—that would help them

Centre claims to speak for women

by Gilbert Bouchard

“No woman who goes through
an abortion walks away from it,”
said Tanya Hughson, spokesperson
for the Calgary Abortion Outreach
Center, yesterday afternoon in SUB.

Hughson, sponsored by the U of
A Campus Right to Life said, “We’re
here to represent the woman’s
point of view.

men | realized how complex the
issue is,” said Hughson.

Hughson added that the Calgary
Outreach Centre has been in oper-
ation for the last 8 years under var-
ious names, and that she personally
has “had contact with 2,000to 2,500
women.”

“The Centre councils women
who’ve had abortions, these wo-
men’s friends, family and their
partners,” said Hughson. “We lelp
the women by helping their friends
and family.

“Our voice adds to the Pro-Life
stand that abortion is wrong, and-

No politics

by Brian Receveur

Students employed by the Uni-
versity of Alberta Students’ Union
may not take part in student politics
without permission from their SU
executive, according to a recent
amendment to the contract be-
tween the SU and CUPE local 1368.

The amendment proposed by
VP External Paul Alpern and ap-
proved by CUPE reresentative Royal
Harris and local president Ron
Milne forbids SU employees from
taking part in, “any activity in any
campaign on the University of
Alberta campus involving students
of the University of Alberta,” and
bars them from participating on

we are speaking for women. Pro-
Life people have not been as aware
of women as they should have
been, but our group deals with
women.”

“Abortion is a vicious circle,”
said Hughson. “We keep on deal-
ing with the symptoms of the prob-
lem, but never with the problem
itself.”

Hughson thinks people are con-
ditioned by T.V. to expect quick
solutions to all of life’s problems,
and now expect fast and easy solu-
tions for everything. “But with all
the solutions we have available to
us people shouldn’t latch on to
abortion as the fast and easy solu-
tion.”

“Abortion is more than just deal-
ing with the sexual organs, and
simple parts of the body,” said
Hughson. “Women who carry their
pregnancy to term are less likely to
have second and third unwanted
pregnancies. Abortion doesn’t deal
with the problem of why the
woman got pregnant in the first

allowed

any boards, committees, or task
forces of the student union, faculty,
or administration.

According to Alpern, the revi-

_sion is a “further definition of what

was meant in the original contract.”
The old contract simply states that
“employees shall not become invol-
ved in student politics.”

The clarification was felt to be
necessary because of confusion
generated by a campaign to im-
peach members of the SU execu-
tive last fall. :

“At the time we did not even
know that the people involved

continued on page 2

place.” ;
Hughson was also concerned

with the rise in violence aimed at

abortion clinics and the number of
anti-abortion demonstrations turn-
ing violent.

“People feel frustrated and don’t

know how to direct this frustration -

in a more positive way.”
Hughson also believes that you
can’t take the emotion out of the
pro-life appeals because, “if you
take the emotion out of it, | don’t
know what is left. Sex is emotional,
pregnancy is emotional. We have

to deal with abortion in an emo-
tional way.”

Hughson would also like tosee a
referendum, on abortion. “l don’t
think the politicians will have a cho-
ice but to take a stand on the sub-
ject. People are not going to toler-
ate fence sitting on this subject.”

“No one can convince me that a
woman reached out and said | want

an abortion — | believe that a
woman reached out for help, and
someone said I'll given you an

abortion, and then somebody char-

- ged her for it.”

Peaceful pro-lifers

by Neal Watson ;
There is “more protection for a
blade of grass than the unbern in
Canada” says Jane Hagerty, the
spokesperson for the campus Right
to Life club.
Society must come out and take
a stand against abortion, says Hag-
erty, and then the rights of the
unborn will be recognized by law.
“There is rarely a medical reason
for abortion. Ninety-seven per cent
of abortions are for convenience.”
The Right to Life club is commit-
ted to educating students on the
abortion issue. The club is sponsor-
ing a candlelight observance for
the unborn tonight to coincide
with Dr. Henry Morgentaler’s lec-
ture at SUB Theatre.

Hagerty said her group wished to »

distance themselves from the ex-
tremist activities of some anti-abor-
tion' groups. Morgentaler was
sprayed in the face with ketchup
Tuesday when he arrived in Cal-
gary night by a member of the
Christians. Concerned with Life
group.

“We’re hoping Edmontonians
will display peaceful ways of deal-

ing with the issue,” said Hagerty.

The group is dedicated to ensur-
ing the unborn’s rights are pro-
tected from the point of concep-
tion.

“It is a human rights issue. The
unborn is a unique human being.
It's blood type is different from its
mother, it may be male, said Hag-
erty. “Everything is determined at
conception. The life is intruded
upon (when an abortion is per-
formed), no matter what the length
of time.”

The new advances in technology
are making the arguments of the
Right to Life groups stronger, said
Hagerty. ’

“Society has to look at the prob-

lem and find new alternatives to

the issue.”

“People who weren’t concerned
with the issue before, are con-
cerned now. Society has been
bluffed into believing abortion is a
safe, quick procedure.”

Hagerty said there is always a
physical threat to the women when
an abortion is performed.

“No abortion is a safe proce-
dure.”

understand why an abortion is
sometimes necessary.

Morgentaler had harsh words
for the Roman Catholic Church
which has “fanned anti-abortion
sentiment” through its use of such
“immoderate language as ‘Killing
of the child.””

He ridiculed the Catholic
Church’s position that life begins at
conception for being “scientifically
absurd—one cell cannot make a
child. It takes billions of cells to
make a child.”

Morgentaler called on the
Church to cease its anti-abortion
pronouncement and instead begin
to “preach love and compassion,
preach tolerance of other people’s
religions, preach freedom of con-
science.”

Morgentaler believes that access
to abortion is far too limited in
Canada, except in the province of
Quebec. He says that many women—
especially natives, the poor, and
those who live in rural areas—
simply can’t get an abortion. Other
women have to face dangerous
waits of five to eight weeks be‘ore
the operation or have to go tc the
United States.

For this, Morgentaler blames
politicans, whom he calls “a bunch
of cowards.”

Despite the majority of people
that support a women’s right to
have an abortion and despite the
four juries thathave acquitted him
of charges of conspiring to procure
an abortion, politicans ave con-
tinued to strictly limit t .2 number
of abortions performed.

The only remedy for this, he says,
is to go before juries and be pro-
nounced innocent, thereby forc-
ing politicians to recognize the
right to an abortion.

Morgentaler intends to eventu-
ally establish an abortion clinic “in
every province in Canada.” Wed-
nesday, he made “a public offer to
establish a clinic for the Alberta
government.” _

These plans may have to wait,
however, because he faces new
charges in Ontario and Manitoba.

Morgentaler admits to being
concerned about threats to his per-
sonal safety from extreme anti-
abortionists.

“It’s possible someone will pump
afew bulletsin me,” he said. But he
added that his death would only
make him a martyr for the principle
of freedom of conscience.

The resort to violence by anti-
abortionists only reflects the fact -
that “they’ve lost the battle for the
hearts and minds of people,” he
concluded. i



