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). He doesWt take any interest in
>oting or anything else now."
'H.e eouidn't shoot if he's an invalidi"
d Edna.
ýlrs. Holland threw at hier a quick
k. "No, of course h.e couldn't," she
d, quickly, with an air of being tired
the subject.
ldna walked on again ln that rnood of
zzled silence so usual with ber now,
dI made no attempt to learn any more
)m lier companion concerning her ern-
>Yer.
rhe church to whîch they were wend-
1 their way was an oid one, stone-
lit, with a square tower and three
les. It was of fair size, and was well
~ed with a typical country congregation
'as Edna was surprised to find within
few miles of a great city.

She sat with the housekeeper in the
dl1 pew, whieh was comfortably cush-
led and very large, and Edna could
t help noticing, as the pew was placed

right angles to -most of the other
ws, the intense interest witli which
e, as a stranger, was regarded by the
st of the congregation. Whenever hier
es turned in the direction of the body
the church, se was sure to find

?nebody eise's eyes fixed upon lier.
0f course, this ;vas really not very sur-
ising, considering that the parish was
country on1e, -where everybody knew
erybody else, and especialiy considering
e singular circurnstances of life at the
ill, as known by everyone.
StilI, Edna was rather disconcerted by
e great amount of atten~tion se ex-
led, and she *wouldl wiliingly have es-
ped another ordeal which awaited ber
lien service was over.
A lady, who had occupied a pew oppo-
le to that of the Hall, was standing
itmide the church porch surrounded by
ýr children and speaking and nodding
s0 rnany members o! the congregatîon
they passed out that it was easy to

scover she wag the vicar's wife.
Indeed, just as Edna came out in the
)rch, Mrs. HTolland çwhlispered in ber ear.
«That's Mrs. Easthamn, the vicar's wife.

iessure to speak te you."
And, indeed, Mrs. Eastham may aIý
ost b. said to have pouncred upon Eda
id bier companion as they came out.
"'Ah, Mrs. Hloliandl, bow do you do ?"
did the vicar's wife, who was a very
»nely-looking lady in sidespring boots,
bite stockings, and the sore o! ciothes
bicb might b. expected te correspond
ith those details. "And so this le Mise
eilamy., T suppose? Row do you do?"
And thus abruptly introduelng herself,
rs. Eastham, shaking Edna by the lhand,
id dexterouisly whlsking ber ont of the
ithway into the long grass between the
raves, went on: 111 must introduce you
)Mr. Eastbarn. Mrs. Hoiiand, rnay we
tke ber horne te dinner with us?"

,, sure she'd b. deligbted," said the
3usekeeper.
Edna tried to look as if se were,
ithout much success.
Seven pairs of rather uninterestîng

ght eyes, those of the. vicar's farnily,
'ere fixed upon ber with so mnuch inter-
ýt that it wîïs difficult te imagine that
.ie would have a very lively time at the
Learage.
~Then the vicar came out, anid Mies Bel-

mny was introdueed by bis wife te a tali,
rave, elderly man with a pleasant face,
manner which was too cold, but dignl-

ed and refinepd, and4 a strong Lancashire
urr in his speech.

"Indeed i And do you have to, live ail
by yourself V"

"Yes, but I don't mind it."
"Do you have to, go out for walks by

yourself V"
Here again was the very question whieh

Miss Woods had insisted on1 so strongly.
Almost weariiy Edna replied:

"«This is the first time I've been out-
side the park walls."

"And your parents are dead, you say 1"

"And your aunt takes care of you 1"

"'Did she corne up hers with you 1"
"No. It was too long and expensive

a journey."
"Wiil you go home for Christmnas?1"
'II don't know. I haven't been told

yet."e
"Because, you don't mind my saying

so, and I dont want our talk to reach,
the ears uf my daughters; but Lady
Lockington cornes down here sometimes
f or Christmas, and she bringe very curi-
ous people with lier, and I think you had
better arrange to leave the Hall before
they corne."

"II shail have to dIo what- Lord Lock-
ington wishes," said Edna, siinply.

"Weil, it's better, in such a thing as
that, to have a mind of one's own. Botti
the vicar and I think you will do well
to avoid the visit of Lady Lockington
and her friends if you can."

"Thank you," said Edna. "It's very
kind of you to advise me."

But she did not feel grateful. She feit
aggrieved at the sort of attention she ap-
peared to excite, malevoient in some
quarters, and apparently impertinent in
others. For certainly, as far as hier ex-
perience of the Hall had been, she had
had nothing to complain of.

"It's a very strange situation for a
young girl to have taken at ail," Mrs.
Eastharn went on.

"IWhen you have to, earn your living,
oi~ have to take what you can," replied

Ë,dna, simply.
"Weil, but 1 should have thought that

a governess's situation in a nice farn-
ily-"

'II don't think I know enoiýgh to teacli,*
pleaded Edna. "And 1 shouidn't like il
e-ither."

"I1t's flot so much what one likes as
what is right and proper," said the vic-
ar's wif e, rather prirnly. "And if you
couldn't teach older pupils you. could
have begun as a nursery governess."

Edna said nothing to, this. But ber
bosomn swelled with resentment at this
suggestion, which would have been repu-
diated so vigorously, as she feit sure, if
it had been made in regard to one of the
speeaker's own daughters.

On the whole Edna foiud littie enjoy-
ment in ber visit, for the diiwer was a
terrible meal, in whiclh ail sat in solen
silene,~ seve for a few perfunetory re-
mark~s whieh the vicar's wife feit bound
te address froin time to time to lier two
visitors, and for their own spasrnodie at-
temnpts te keep up somte sort of conversa-
tion in the circumastances.

She feit a thriil of joy when the timie
for Sunday school arrived, and ehe was
free to go back to the Hall, after an-
swering evasively a. question as te
whetber she woi.ld like to take up some
'work in the Sunday school or in the par-
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