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A ThAGIC HAI
BT RutH Mc

*A GRAY, lowering sky - ed at the idea. %et him get me to bed,'t~sodden earth mat-i he said, 'and come back in time to get 1i
-ted with wet leav- j me out, in the morning and I want r
* , - es; Unmes of melan- nothing moreof him.' So that was de-'

choly trees b e 4~ t cided. »
awy r the east "Oh, see here !" and Lucy sat uprigbt I

by blasts of fierce in sudden eagemness; "*otildn't it be
'wid ldenw it h fun to try some Hallow-eve magic? Did

chilly rain; in the you ever do it?'E
distance, masses of black evergreens; "Neyer but once-at school," said ber,
framing in this picture, skeleton vines sister, with a Iaugh. "We got five
that clung around the window and marks apiece then for being found heat-
wrestled dismally with the wind. It img lead over thse gas at eleVeù o'clock 1
is no wonder that a pair of blue eyes at.lniglit."1
gazîng ont on the scene were turned "Heating lead? Oh, I know; you
discontentedly away, or that their own- drop it in cold water, and it hardens1
er drew near the fire for comfort, as into shape. What shape. did yoursi
she said with a shiver:1 have ?"1

"Oh, Bertha, what an afternoon! ht "I don't know if it bad any. I sup-
seems sixteen -years long! When do Pose we were ail to be old maids."
you suppose papa will bc well enougisý "B ertha, don't be 50 dreadfully prac-1
to go to the Cty?"i tcal. Put down your Work, anld helpi

ýIsure 1 don't know, Lucy. This 'me think of s'omne magie for this even-
kind of weather won't benefit rheuma- iing. It will amuse me, at an y rate."y
tism ;" And the young lady who- "iWhy. my dear, I'm perfectly*will ing.
spcice went on energetically reeling off And I'm more than willing to put away
her crimson wools. "The doctor says my work, for it's five o'clock; time to
he's improving; but he can't usove dress for dinner."
about much; he stili lets Martin dress "Bertha, don't you believe any of this«
him." magie ever came truc afterwards ?"

"He'd be better away fromn here; eMiss Morris tumned round and laugb-
these country places are enough to give cdat ber sister's solemn counitenance.anyoe th horors hen"I've heard girls say it did. 0f course

anyne he orors whe atu"' I didn't believe.t.
storms begin. And this place is 50 iso-
lated 1 I do wish papa would seli it,"
she concluded, with another disconsol-
ate glance at the long Une of ralîs- -

washed avenue.
"Why, Lucy Morris! Seil the place 1

he was born and brought up in! I
believe papa reverences every timbe> A I
in this old bouse."

"There are plenty to reverence, then.-
It's the biggest and ghostliest and duli-
est place that ever was. I hate great It takes a lot. of.i
dusky rooms ail finished in oak, Wit'i
black massive pieces of furriture, and a high class nagaz
perfect shrouds of curtaîrîs, and tiers
of family portraits painted in the year 'W e puirpose imp
o n e ! '""Stop railing, Lucy. While papa lives ern .t-ome Monti
he will always spend his summers poiig orfu
here. You and I can endure it if it poiigorfÜ
is a lîttle dismal." our doing so.

"It's wînter now almost. It' s the sb r1
\'ery last day of October to-day, and ~u usrbr
still storming as bard as ever."

"Yes; if it rains and blows like this. make ouir magazie
the servants' 1-Iallow-eve will be ratherb"sn ngu thl
tempestuous." b edn stef

"vhat are thse servants going to
do?" was the interested query. nx er"Oh, they're going to a Hall- \J o ' ~r
0w-eve celebration in thse village, to bchednt ar
gone ail night. I suppose they would on our Iist.
go in the face of a tempest. Even #
MIartin was asking leave of papa this 'To ensure agaio

Il Bertha, I don't tbink if's safe. name dropped frori
lcesre place, and papa laid up-?' e i O fy

-Dntbe a goose, Lucy. Nothing Ssrpinpi
(,,rhainens here. hIalrny ex- u srpin rc

perience of T- village it has been ;,s 3 yea.rs for one dol
peaceful as Eden."

'That's hecause it's so far Oit of thse
x rd"was the rather spiteful rejoin-

"Maybe. Tt did occur to me that
:'11artin had better stay, but papa laugis-

"Don't yow .know Aunt Alice teM -
story of sprçading a supper' table ,
rnidnight, ànd lighted can4lies with
pins stuck in tliçz at regular, distanc ès;
and befbre ,the :,ame r*aéhed te'it
pin, U lease wale i and '

down opposite-. nuh

she was-going to do it. He almodst.
frightened b~er out of her . wits, tbcwghh.
And, L-ucy, if it's ail the' sanie to yàïý''
I don't think l'Il leave the doors uis-
locked to-night for our future ixusba'hùi,
to walk in."z

"Oh, no, no, Berthal" ' and.tLU'y
tundple at the very idea. 'u e

mihetr something. 1 don't waxtt to
ee't eggs full of sait, or bum eas eof
corn. ltes fot excîting. one of- the
girls at Madame Durange's school told
me she went down- cellar .backward at
midnight with a hand-ihirror and a.'can-
die. When she reached the foot of the
stairs she was to look ini the glassansd,

"The irresistible he, of course. What
did she see-the cellar walls ?

"No;- she declares she saw Henry'
Marvell's face. And, she was rnarried.
to him ln less than a year.-*

"That was a marvel indeed., Do you
want me to try the cellar expertntpt ?"

"f 'd try it myseif if T dared ;» and
Lucy's pretty face looked doubtful, as

like, -bu
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that evening. Stoie of el! ë
and travels succcede -à4 ý'I

j Papa,» she sad8
pose Martin WvantS to't
vanta are *o 1k off at p
and it will take an hotpr-;t
bed."

Rather test ily the old W
agreed to be wheeled, baç* à
ch amber.

"H 1al[ow-e ve, _arties are'
hie grumibie."etwl ets
thse servants se. that etý
fast, and briýyuteë
night, gQQd-rgîjht,my Ca <
ring if 1 waxnt anythig
deuced *ind bas gone dowW~
a quiet night."At halfpast ten thse house ~
And thse twO you 11 ladic,4,'*
their dressing-room, re. rea o
gin what Bertha' calléj-
tions.'>

"Se. what a caltm night it *5»
latter remarked, going to the wfnd
and drawinz back the cuttain.
Sky w4s stlli lle - wîth sâggÊd

,es of -Cloud, i -t igl aabo*e 'a wh
October mnoon shone thtougli wut,

mst.BeboW, the avenue and thIc
wooded grounds stretcbed quiet l
dim.

"Bertha, if we liad sortie pieces
leàd we might-try meltîng them. I1
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