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<Yu know.m ateten 1 "- ls interest ini art, and asked herseif,

"i have that pleasure, and 'I1arn very w hile the biood seened to run cold in bier

esédý at titis .oýpç9tflfity, of meeting veins, whether she Iîad made an awful,

-C age.. -. y ghastly mistake, and whether the man

l -,nd l'm -ver~y glad to meet. you," whom site had admitted as a frieni and

.,Mid Mary illgeluouàiy, "for a dreadf ni a welcome gues8t were realiy the escaped

tffing b as bhappened. I'Vm quite sure iunatic afiter ail.

,youlil think i'ni dreaminig; or Ithat n' Scarcely had the idea entered ber

raymyseif, but-there')s a mntie in md wben the visitor, apparently flot-

the bîouge" icing lier silence,, turned so suddenly

The ,4tranger siied,, but looked, as that; s e started back and uttered a

die had almost expeeted, ratheri in. littie cry. And tih.ai, looked him ful

creduiotis. - in the face, sbe won eéred how sitecould

-A hmatic ! You don't mean it 1" ever bave doubted tbe- truth that he

aindeed 1 do.- A' man ushed intip the was mad ; for tire biue eyes now seemed

hêugee by the window, not more than ten to stare with an unnatural glare, and

ninutes ago, with a. knif e in hie 'handa. slim white hand whilie.be egan to
ed-pp careBs bis igit brown. card seemed to

"ýAkniife 1 Did he attack you ? 'li er fàsinatod eyes -tor o.e ith a

6'No ; 1 took car not to givd 'l'tmthel strange, .unea.-By',4àdèilly,.motion, as if

chance. I t him into the celer by tle long fingère werte eeiing*,for. scme-

pretendiilg t ere Wa-s a bell there 'Bat thing--soniething deadly.

he could ring to summon the gardener, 1 Their eyee 'met i.- a gïze which was

and then 1-I boited him in." . .- 'jike the lest look exchanged -between

"lWell don! And in the meai ihfd u ute as ary feit

of course, you've sent for furthem ýas- that nothing on earth could bave made

sistance b er turn away, as if the wild, bine, eyes

"Not yet. L've only got, une maid in had a - power in -tbem. wliich, ma de b er

the- bouse, and. cble's locked. herseif 'iù weak and heiplesse and at bis '.mercy.

the top roomn and is too mnuvh.fighitsTed And then, whiile>-,stili satoking bis _

to corne out.-, Thç other t*o are both beard with those horrible white fingers,,

out, and so is my auit, s ' praëti- that site: saw without loking'at thein,

cally iaTone." he smiisd at ber and. euddenly. eaid, ia

"Dear me! A serionsa position' fÔr a -voce which, sounded;to'ber like that of

joung'lady. Isn't' there. anythinïg I 'a man wbo. was hiungrÏ,. etarýing, so

ean 'do "agsoors'wsi-

"Oh, if you wiould ! I should be so "Look. at, that!"

deeply grateful if voit 'would go to Chte ' At thé marne momenýt:he, pointed with

constale's bouse for me, and ask hlm 'tbe forefinger oif bialrighthand te the

ta corne and to bing som;eons :with hlm door bebind hier. SIte. was about to

to hel." . bey bis camm>aüdinstinctinely ; but

totlil go with pleasurs. But 1 doült euddenly remeiû,bering «that it -would be

lke tÉe idea of lsaving yau alone inthe fatal ta turn lber back to -him, she eaid

bouse 'with 'the fellow. Couldn't 'we in a wbl'JSr-

put somtbing before the door, so that "'Wbat le it you wantme to look et V'

lie an't get ont tili 1 corne witb the Rée frowned ieMiently.

conetable 1" <'Look bebind youjý1ook bebind you"

As lhe spoke lie stepped into..the raout, bee aid fiercely.

erosssd to the door. and staoping, Ile~ But sbe would not. j'

tat'the loek. 9¶,Tell ni me _wbat is-is you see," said

.'Pity thoe's no key !"said- lie. '11e sIte, in a boarse voice.

would find it difficuit to force a second HIe stamped on the fl-uor.

door,_even if hie sbould .manage ..thei "Wlîy don't you see for yourself V"

flrst" .. said lie, stili pointing ; and as lie in-

a .'I,1 don't suippose heli. do that. dicated thie door behind ber witit lus

icouldn't help feeling friëhtfully Ieft band, be put bis right hand stealth-

nervous. 
ily. into the muner pocket of bis coat.

"0f course not. 1 consider youm Mary feit paralized with horror., Sbe

CouraL)e smply Nvonderful. And * aÏw guessed that what bie bad conceaied, tîjere

f o1 ee constable."J u'. as the kuife be bad taken f rom thte plat-

,1He smiled. at ber, and crossing the ter, and site seerne' to feel abready the

room again on bis v- ay ta the window , ing in herliead

wh'en he stopped abuptly, and looked at StiR site would not turn. SIte kuew

a littie water-colotir drawing that buug tbat to face 1dm steadfastly was bier

on the wall on the ri -lt-band side of the last and oily chance. Thte minutes sssm-

mantelpiece, sxclaimed- ed bours while tbey stood.thus facing

"By Jove 1 '" eacb other. Her brain seemed to be burst-

Vlien lie looked quickly over the ing and sIte feit as if sornsthing was sumg-

pitures titat hung near-a little5 collect- ing in lier bead bigbsr and biglier, till eacIt

ion of paintlngs, some in oul and some moment seemed to be the last in whicb

in watercolour-of tvhieh the Vicar was site couid endure the awful tension. SIte

very proud. Thue visitor admimed tlîem must sereani, sIte must tur round ; the

entliusiasticRlly. 
strain %%-as gettiiig too gret.t to be borne.

."Ah, 1 sec Vou are connoisseurs bome! " Meanwliile the madman was stîli

bie cried as lie examined a clîammiiig pointiiig tvith bis white fingers ta the

landscape wlich was one of the Vicar's door belîind ber, and sIte was feeling

treasures. 
tîtat sbe would give way, that the fatal

Maryalrnst fgeting the madman fascination of bis attitude would bc too

in the'cellar iii lier deliglit and relief at stmong for lier, tlîat sie must turn and

thie nexpeeted flnding of a frien d, told --die.

him the listory of tbat particullir And tlien, when ber breath was

pieture, and of the disCOVIry ,it had been comnlg in such gasps tliet tbey seemed

--one of the great events, iîîdeed, of the to f iii the room with souud, site beard

ViCar's simple life. The visitor, stili a door open and footsteps whicb slîè

1iîtentiv examitied tie pî!ctume, lauglied recognized in the hall.

and oddd etliiasicaly.Sum 
moning kl lîe strength sIte bad

"'Ali, I know tlie fine f renzy of a find lef t in liem, sIte screamied "Millite " witlî

lilke tliat ! " Il id hr "1How one gloats ail ber migbt.

obver the i.ecolleetiOfl afterwards, and But ta lier horror lier voice bad lost

wli(les letlîer anotlier sucli piece of its powxer, and it was only a hoarse,

1--k wiîî ever conie one's wa again 7P" gurgling wbisper tîtat came f rom lier

But Nlarv standing a few steps belind lips. The madman smiled. Thîe smile,

Lini. and uerer to thîe sideboard. made blood-curdling and with a sort of hope-

S n onîrneént or reply. Site was, indeed, fui ferocitv in it, seemed to give hem

ini a tate of iek dread and scamcely back a littie strength. Urged by pure

:11d to breathe. For on tuie sideboard terror, site cried again-

nil lier riglît lîand was thte hread.platter, "Millie ! laillie ! îîelp ! belpi,!

i- -lie lad notieeà it a few nîminutes bc- Tîjen the door opened belîind hiem. and

!vt on euterin- the room f ront the bal; site lieard the voice of thîe cook, crying

thee hîg breadl-knife which lhad been in arnazemeit-

2 ig ilîl i tasnolonger tiiere--'! "My gracions os tlîat?

\~it eoîld not l)e the cxcited v-ding Tlie ,îext moment the trorse hiad hap-

* uiwith t ie disordered hair and tlie pelilet. Nillie turned to sliut thîe door

-lied fae -,%ho liad taken it and 1 iul- ieiit lier, and in an instant thîe mail-

* 'i t somewluere. n,;ýs it the mild-rian- mtan îad darted past Mary. whio, turning

d. lue-eved manl oow- in the roorn qîiiy. was just in time to sec him

h lierflint, bis left arm round the girl's throat

ýIIu. one terrible tliouglit flaz lied and plunge his right hand into his

îughliber brain quickly afler tbie poket.

r -le remeînlîercd what she liad \itlî ail hem might, Mary flung lier-

id1 about thtemnid Mr. Brewvster and self upon bis right arm from bebiud,
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