
-- kT.. 119 The Wesr~n Home Mwont hi v
Winnipeg, N ., -u -aO--

Lif~~~~ e uligtheGet Rural PrOblem.

In the erection et bujildings, the dig,n cr,

N\tiii, protection f rom the elements , tîhe hilan are

te ýbe preterred te animal rights. \11.. MeK-eeveir. ln

1 i~ book ou "Farm Boys sud Girls," gives a beautiful

J)iture of a email, three-1*eeflhîîî dwNelliiig on the

li usas praiie lan whichl ives iaiihp aiivO!f ive.

\iiongr the shade trees tîere nia>' h1W e eeîîa eilidrens

imthat wouid inspire and SUiTjri 1îî rhiil

itre."Lu a littie attie î-oonî. faciig itie east anti

V itched by a lucre step-ld(Y arraunigenieit. na> lie

- 'mcl the "den," which le thmeý private place cf thte

Vo*e ebildren. A smai1 lnuî opens eut tî, tb-

- -t. ail a 'maII improvi-eli iorner-wiu(Low a(ln1iI

*1~~

Some bouses are bult for use, seme for ornement

.,and some -tO ell- Some eilîdren are trained for use,

some for idornuient, -ud eome are sold te King

Mdas. Wheu we ail get.ai wise as.we might bie, we

shall make it our iret aim te, build the lives etf our

childreilase strong sud besutiful as.our homes-sund
we will give up the practice ef preparing them for

the highieet bidder.
The lite that. le well bult le pbysically sound,

it le hippy, useful, abounding in gooduesesud loyal

te truth. The parent who le wiee, will, therefore,

Natch over bis children-protecting tlhem againet

disease, sud giviug them the best ueurishimeut in hi&

power; lie will surround them with ail that le beauti-

fui lu souud sud sight in the home aud on the tarm,

for tbey grow te be like the things they listen te

and gaze upon; bie vill teach them te, work at some-
thiug, bowever humble, for they mut be fouud,

*seme day lu the great army et 1 roducers; ie. will

show them, by word sud deed, that the crowning

grace ot lite le joyful service, which eau 'be reudered

only by pure sud genereus hearte; lbe wil lun ruct

them by conversation 'and through books, se that

they may use ail intelligence in the diecharge cf their

duties. Se shall the youug lives grow up in truth,

beauty sud geoduese, sud they -WiII blossom sud

bear fruit te, their owýn glory sud the geod et their
tellows. And lu sncb lives it would seem (led je wel

pleased.

The time te 'begin 'building lite le lu its early

childhood. t je then that permanent habits, tastes,

and attitudes are formed. Sometimes men epeud

tlieir youth lu the pureuit et iow pleasures sud hope

in their old age te eunjoy the best that the world bas

te offer lu art sud culture sud ejeyment, but they

hope lu vain. They muet be traiued te, theee things

from the begiuuiug. Childlîeed je the time te 50w

the seeds cf ail the buman grace sud giftt. The

child is tather te, the man. Se, if a parent would

develop a selt.controiled, weil-peised lite lu hie child,

lie muet insist upen self-control sud equipoîse from

thé beginuiug.
The two great ativities lu wbich eilîdren should

engage, ini order te build eut their lives, are werk

sud play. Most country childreu know wlîat work

is. Perhape tlîey kuow only tee well. t je probably
because country eilidren have learued how te vork

rcgularly, patieutly sud iudustrieusly that they

achieve sueli distinction lu lite. t le next te im-

possible for oee who bas dawdled away his tune il,

early years te become a steady worker in mauhocd.

0f course tbere le a distasteful element in work ai

firt-but wbeu eue grows accustemed te it hie finds

it difficut te give it up. More thau tiiet, hie teeit

driven te it. lie grudges every minute spent lu other

ways. Yet, if hie dees îîothing more than work, his

lite wiii becenie sordid, unattractive, sud lacking in

charin. Play or recreatien le necessarY te full de-

velopuent. t le possibiy truc that boys sud girls

ou the farm work toc muii ,îz:ýd have1 tee littie

recreation. Yet this le not neceseary. -A boy who ha

s hait holiday a week te go fishing or elîooting ?i

playing mith hie cempanions vi accoumplish more il

the balance cf the week than if hoe had werkeý

steadiiy thoe vboie six days. t le net difficuit fl

any fariner te erect for bis chiidreu a swing, a beri

zontai bai-, sud te grw, a l aw'n sud a few ehad

treos. The eidren wil do the reet.

The childreu 'have te be housed sud ted. Wha

should the lieuse be like Y Firet et ail, it shouidb

situated as close te wood and water as peesibl

There should be s swimming-heie on every tarm

where possible-sud there should lie trocs for bire

te neet ln and for boys toelcimb (though not atter tI

iiests). The beet way for childîen te preserve the

purity sind froshuese i$ te ive lose te nature's bear

Wlieu the situatien oethte home le decided upo

thec plan et the boume itselt mluet ho censidere

libre le, what eue fariner said: 'ýI have tried te mal

imnv home as comtortable, as convenielit sud asa

tractive as possible. t le, I believe, as attractt

as the town hernes. 1 have determlined that i

childreu shall net bce cuticed i avay frein the tarmi

(ity attractionls. Se they bave nookesud corners

tli;ir own, their owu tov-shied, their 0w-n library se

And I have boight a gramophone and a geod mai

lanteru and reflectescoPe. I1 r ufl emk

children feel that net enlv in the fields lait in

hiome have tbey the advantage ever children inm

town."

tand air from. tho seutb. There je no plaetering iug il
ther expeusive coveriug. upon the sloping roof large

a, but the artiÎtie mother bas provided daiuty plete

te muslu for conceafing the rough places sud, f armn

hthe help of the«childreu, ehe bas decorated the plaul

le room. lu a*manner tha would attract the very Word

Noue of thie bhas required a mouey cot,bu

as ail been doue,*bëaUtifully, at the ..-expebfse of keep

îght sud good seuse and artistie taste, promptiid for1

rare consideration fur theu neede of' the boys to P

1girls. Upon: the walle are post carde, pictures

nm magazines .sud othier sônurees.- The ebjîdren

ve their owu collection of iýurios sud their best

Lo l p r o d u t o n s!~' b u it

No bhomerne these tdays le complete without a MU(

rary aud it je easy te supply what ta necessary- 11f e-

dren's mgzines suited to' age sud sex, chil
Ibooks efinformation And Inspiration that au

emeutionea ln any good school library cata- occ

'ue. Atter all,,the printed page je the cheap- pr

tsource ot enjoyment sud profit. If oee antr tiol

ibeat thing of ail for growiing boys sud grls let so

in buy such a set ot works as "The Book of.

îowledge," which is a whole library in itself.. shi

Near Winnipeg there le a fiue farin which, le man- foi

ed by a youngt ellow of about seventeen or sui11

ihteen years of age. Hie father gave hlm a chance '81

Dmake good by furniehing hlm with a iftrst-class to

iachine sud carpenter's ebop,. He dues hie owu. re- col

airiug in woo.i and iron. He bas bétcime an author- an

ty ou ail that pertains teo the f arm. He has had a al

cent opportunity. It 18 uearly always the case that «Ml

le tellew Who le eucoureged te ho the best iii hie mui

,lsmnakes a succese et hie work. fo

.Young people, tu attalu their beet, should go te t

urch, sud should lu some way associate themselvea te

with church work. The majoritý -of, activ 'e workers cc

i city churches have been bred lu rural communities. fi

Amin eau not afford, cither for bimeît or his *j

family, te mies the inspiration that cornes from eou- hi

emplatiug divine purposce sad methode. The cure

o®r provincialisi, seifishuese and materialisin le

vorship, snd there is ne place ln which yvorship, le

more sineere sud whole-souled than ln the little vil-.~

age or countr.j chapel. There le euee tact in conuc- c

iou with church work tht le worthy et observation. @
Childreu do net relish the sermons that are sultable f

Le old folks, but older people understaiid sud appre-

eiate everything that appeals te children. A reorgan-

izàtion of ehurch work is suggested by this very

condition. The eburch et the future le to. aim at

saving the whole bey, the whole girl. It ueut reach

every activity ef life sud transtormitIL It muet

spiritualize ai effort. Therefore it muet.be au edu-

catieus.l sud a social centre. Who shall say that it

should net be a centre for both work sud play? If

any single churcl inl this broad land, unde' the

guidaiig2 ot a manl, determiiied net te be governed by-

tradition, were te enter upon work lu this spirit,

perhaps it wotuld be the be-rinniug et a new movemextt

that would make for righteelisnese.

Chjldren, te live completely, muet go te echo ol.

The erdinarYý rural school je net always as perfectas

it might be, but its advantages are more than are us-

ually attributed te it. WVithout touching upon such

probleme as consolidation aud free transportation,

both et which will coe enaturally with the organ-

izatiomi of country selioci bourdesuad the leupreve-

ment cf country roade,ý there le eue condition et

succese that le worthy of special noticqe. 'ihe very

heart sud hf e of. the echool je the teacher. Auy

parente who earnestly désire the welf are cf their

childreu will sec te it that the meet compétenit teac!.er

te be fouud je eniployed and retained. A short time

age one cf the schaol beards in. central Saskatchewn

met te consider the reappeiutuieit ef their teacher.

,She bad been effered one huudred dollars more lu a

ueighboriflg_ chool. Two of the trustees wished te

retain the young lady, ai she liad given great satis-

faction, but the third member of the Board objected

on the greund that the secheol tax wae already toc

higrh sud anyway hee bad ne c'îildren at school. After

a long discussion, the chairman cf the Board said:.

~M.X--, I do net blame yen, dacee you have ut)

.persoual intoreet lu this matter, sud se l'Il agree t<o

pay voeur share of the extra tax if you wvill t-eng.agce

the young lady." And se the bargain was made ailda

valculatio iJnade as te the takxthe cheirman l 't

pay. 11t '%Vas fouiid on calculationflte be eigli

cents. Thjis le an extreine Illustration, ne doubt, but*

neot ce extrenle as it Miight ceeni. Let every fermer

remember t.hat au increase cf fifty dollars te the

teacher does not inahl thàt bis tax ie te o ciincreaeed

l'y fiftv dollars, buit by only a smail fraction cf that

antilunt. The questi>fl le thiS. 1l1 it go0d policy te

get a good teacher rat lier tîjan aIlînedliiim Oe, if it

e<i'ts cad.i ra olivi a few (cnts <or even ,a few

dollars in addiition 1tg) hi, tustial tax? The ansWer

,ivn wvi l delwiOd îîpo i ie value that îs placed upon

tilie lives o)f ilî ihrl. As a'matter oif comnion'

1 ense, the plarrtt -o.nsiiders hlis clild hie incet

valued \% ini otoily insist upon gettifig for

lier île lîest lairbt '%Vil] sec te it that the build-

jcomfortable and cheerful, that the grounds are
P ud.,beautiful; tlat thelequipment le as coin-
B.in comparison, as the equipment, on hie own

aso that it wiIl be possible for the teacher to

kthe*seeds of truth and morality or, iu other
Le, to dispense sireetnees suad light.
With- go homes, good.<çburches,'giood- selAoolg,
ing pace 'with material. advauncemeflt, we eau hope
permanent welfare and p'roeperity. Are we ready
ýay the price?

:NILD-L=P IN TEE CITIES ffl TOWNS.

*hat has been said, so far ?efere to the up-

ýdinig of life on the ýfarm. There--remajus the

[h more difficuit, problwým of. t1ie up-bliildiug of

_in towiiBsuad cte..: e .u'oe h41.

îdren are open to temptatiopW t i " are more

uig, and because they«h uà4~ many stea"y

cpations, ln other words, iomahyý "c)orps." T#e7--
9blem of town pa et sIit ~-rvd.. protec-

an for theïr family, Nànd of.arrang or them

ne form of woWk1u: hlch theèy may tWo dellght.

On;,-the ýPrôteefive %ide- caro muët b. take t 't
eld -the children fop tha plSIe5wlh zako

, physical aud màoriJderdaifl i> aneD
trer, qw*y tg ruinýthi that of. allowlu. o a sto,

noke cigarettes,to,> isit. uns perOt.'& Pnietire I sts
bregdobseene literature, to ù*O"O1tO with quer
)mpaulons who are given tothe useof ptofsa1ty,

rd one might almost add, to peru"e som i t1ê@h
egedcoiO.P9er5.LuInt1iese d*ya uI te Smuet bu

g u-ey ed . T hiey m1 u t -w t if i, ei " 1 ay4~ r.

ig te ho 1.oplaY, whe4 life le,, s héa ht,
". it la theu . tJ'iÉi oui gmla sie moet pen
otemptation. -%hlde

Bût. it ie not enough t b ldchl te roui
*mptation. Thty' ,muï have. "i~Èthg to, do 9f a

oistrùctive nature or jtemptatoU>YIl cosfleto tbeîp
oin within.- To -«'offlde hôneut snd aetit*actilty,
ree foreee that =ae beep. a1re&tly ientioned-thfl&

i me, the church snd the ischoèl-nUït'johi lauda.-

is,'lequite possible for suy.pa"etg, ne mâ.tter
flw por Ïogve their rchillr1en ahome, 1-cume'the

centrai feature of home life Is communion, sud:,à6t

grandeur. Unles a mothei prepau.ýt.tokfud:1Wr
greatest pleasure lu the, p)eilr f herehilien;-',tý*
ess s father is prepared te put lltlcs, e1ueug
mnuts.sud the maklng of1 moue yà he ii second le

in his life, it lis utterly Imposaiblà tlrkttbre oeld

)O real home life, sud it la certain tht, the chflie

-wiIl lack the feelings aud habits 'wh ie ees n '

to moral stamina It would seem to b. thçdtyo

every inu to feel respousible for the character 9 148

cbjîdren. He caunot afford to trust to. .c)wol84,&M
churches, excellent though these *fay be. Xleqs;' u
gives himseif away tohise.bhldren h.iewll'not -jet
a returu of their love, and in the long run theio Is
very litte hope for a' boy, or a girl whohas ntu

reverence aud affection for bis parente.

THE CITY SCHROOL..

In towns and cities -the' echeolis eau wellI su t'pie-

ment the work of the homes, aud parents wlll be

'well advised if they go out of their way to ses that

the echools are ail that they should* b.In western

Canada any casual observer wll remogni.e bat the

clase-rooms are overcrowded,' and that: it laI4poseiLle

for the teachers te exercise peeomuiAauper ou 'over

their pup11s. The lives of childreu ,demaud supe-

vision ail the turne. The teacher ipuet supervm not

to notice faults, but iu order to direct actlvity 'wsély.

A inucan help hie childreu iiinen beltifr way than

by asBisting to reduce the nuambgr of pupils la a

4ehool-roor f rom fifty and sixty to twent '-flve or
1-thirty.

'rHE CITY CHURCU.

Church Mie has altered -so flmuch ilu the--lait

twenty-five yeare that it ls diffliit toN inteet

children lu it. Perhaps it is not the. life of the church,

that lias altered se much as' the- attitude o parent@

towards the .church.: Even in its worst fo*Wn religion

le a force for good in -the heartap:f men, :and the

greatest mistake that- 1 spar 1ent con iake:.to keep
-re-lIgion »out 'of hie own 1I*II, ardto dissciatëÀhl'u5Clf
1 .f rom the activities ,of his elmurch. Frolu the.arleet

b.- « êàrà childrèn, should -be tauglit to ine-isure the

,--ternal consequences of, their acte.- At solue time

dgriùg the week provieion BsIt;id.be made*ler the

* tiouhtf'Land intèlligent i(ors1'ip of (led.

THE UNION 0F COUNTRY AND) CLTY.

Lif e on the farin, life in the towu-nelther la

. ciinWlete without the -othfer. wVleii it eau lcie Îranged,

-the children of the city Should Spend a f<.-iv% weeks or

months of every vear in the coutiîtry, and 'ebidren of

the country bil have the 'priyilege of slpending a

few ,irPlý,s of ever-y wiîîter lin the et Thqg 9 od old

fashion of! înte.rçiaitge of. courtteeles niight- well ho

,revîved. _Theç fifllièr, riche» life is wlîat le needed, and

tu nly ay txi(h life i heihitrcmnnC
tînland c ofaîî c ! ePerielicc.

-C ..


