
THE ESCAPE OF THE "HORNET" ,r«^59

rouX"'f '^^f
°°™-''^* ^nd hove overboard

about fifty tons of the kentledge
It was a bright night, with all the star, shining,and there was no use disguising the matter: thentnet was contmually dropping back. The seventy.

LsDo'd ?
•!""„'"' "«^"^"^''' "' Biddle did not

succe«t „ f'
"''° ''™"g'" "'^ Constitution

succe fully away from a superior force, by pluckand a tent,o„ to duty, knowledge and s amanshjhe determmed to leave nothing untried that woJwtend to mcrease the rate of his vessel's sailing.

'..tl V" .!
"""'"S ""^ ^'^'' '^'^ted to the

astern d,d hkewise. At daylight the line-of-battle
sh p was with.ngunshot on the ffom^fs lee quarterAt seven m the morning the English colol weredisplayed at the peak of the Brit^her, and a
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.? /"f -^ flown at his mizzen-topgallant
mast-head. At the same time he began firingtm
h,s bow guns-.t must be assumed more as!„Zpenous order for the ffomet to show her colors andheave to than with an idea of crippling her f^r th.
shot overreached her about a mile

Biddle paid no attention at all, but having ascer^amed that the lightening of his shi^ madf hermuch aster, he went at it again, cutting away theremam,ng anchor and letting eve^ fo^t of cable

left the debns m the wake. Even the provisions-ere broken into, and barrels of salt-ho^e and b ead
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