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A
” ;g-‘zsizim, stating what in their opinion “would

—

revent ;pisi:eiiﬁqsentai\iqns or mistékes;- ;hém:
eing a' material difference between'the appear-

. aucé of a subject i its first orude and indigested

" _ple _the” Conference at
 sat' 'with closed  doers. ‘
+ "wished, howeéver, 'that the British- Capadian

shapé and after it shall have been properly
matured and arranged.” .. ;Ol:x the same princi-:

Quebec very properly
. (Heur,‘heaxg) - Wi:

© “public should know.the’ result of our labors.
. " when concluded, and that result the Parliament:

and people of Canada.had .before their ¢on::
. sideration, ‘and it wag for them ‘to discuss .its’

merits. We, ‘on this. side of the House—

- 'the_memibers ot - the -Government' and . their

. supporters—bad come to the. conclusion - that

. Federation was'desirable: and necessary ; and

-+ We Were ready- to hear-the : honorable- gentle:

;-men on . the other side who necessarily, from

. “their standing, were, supposed to have devoted

their" attention. to it and  appreciated their.
sufficivat in order to maintain ourselves as

‘s British’eolony on this side of the Atlantic,
" and to dneréase in wealth.and.power. Heo was
aware thitsome members of the House, and a
samber:of people in Upper Canada, in Lower

" *Canada and in"the Lower Provinces, woro' of

‘opinion thaf, s -Legislative .Union' ought, to |
# have'taken plae instead of a Federal Cnion;

Hu would suy, however, at the outset, that it
was impossible 13" have! one Government to
deal with all the private and loeal intérests
s ot the several sections'of the several provinges

forming: the combined whele.. {Hear, hear.)

" {The mext quéstion’ tobe considered, therefor,

T, praetiesble mode of bringi

- shoild: ‘ .
i No- other’ schéme presented - itself but the
* . Pederation syetoin, atd that was the project

by those who bhad sit'to work to, discover a-
swiution of the dificultios under which we had

"o labored, way~what was -the ‘best ‘and most

‘ g, the provinces
particular rights and intervsts
be_properly’ guarded and protected ?

" togethar, s that

‘Wwhich now recommended itself - to the . Par:
liament of Canada, Nome - parties—through
the press and' by other modes— retended that

T 1t was npossible: to. earry out Federation, -on

©.chat itwan s
. 'thould bo o

account of the difforencds of radesand religions,
Thoese 'who took. this view of. the’ question

T were in.error. [t ‘was just the reverse, | It
| Way ‘preciscly on aecount of the variéty of

races; local interests, &e., that the: Federation
- system ought to be . resorted to, and would be
. found 1o work well, {(Hear, hear) Wa

Were -in the habit of seeing in some publio
_-journals, aud hearing ,
‘ great misfortune indeed - there
dxﬂ;wm of raeda in this oolony

. —that there should be
French Canadiaa from British Canadian, Now, °
\ this point to "
| vindicate the rights, the merits; the usefulpess, .
rench - -

from some publie ‘inen, -

the distinéﬁén of

hie (Hon. Mr. CARTIER) desired on

'50't6 speak; of those belonging.to the'

‘Canadian race. " (Hear, hear.) - In order to-

f—

bring these merits and’ this usefulness more

-prominently ‘before ‘his ‘Thearers; it-would be' '

only necessary to_allude to the ‘efforts made

by-them:to sustain British power on this con-- '
tinent, and.to-"point éut their adherence to- "
‘British.supremacy in trying times, ... We were

all coriversant withthg history of the circum-;

:stances which hod brought -about"the diffical- = - )

ties between England and her former Ameri- -

can colonies in 1775.. Lower-Canada, —or"
rather he 'should say, ‘the 'Prg'vinceR\Qf Quebec,
for ‘the. ¢oluny ‘was not then known by the

‘vame. of Canadu, but was called the Province .

of Quebec,~—c¢ontained the most dense popula- -

tion of .any British colony in North Americaat L

‘that time. The uccession of Lower Cinada was
of course, an -object of envy to the other Amer-
“ican colonies, and strenuous-efforts were made
by -those whp had resolvedto overthrow British
power on this continent::to induce Canada

-t -ally herselt to_théir cuuse. . As, early as

1775, the ‘French .Canadians were solomaly .

‘addressed in a proclamation by Generdl WasH-".

INGTON, who called upon them to Bba_niiod‘the

flag of their. new wasgers, inasmuch as tht:{»
X - g . . > . 1 N

could not expect anything trom those who d

fered from them in’ language, in religion, in." .

race, and.in* sympathies.  But -what was “the
conduct of the French Canadian people.under

v
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‘these circumstances—what-was the attitude of,

‘the clergy. and the seigniors 2 It was, right’in

tréating this chapter of our history, to render..

Justice to whoni justice was due, and it was-

truth to say that the seigniord, forming, asthey
did, the ecfucateci clisg of our population at

shiat early, epoch, kiad *fully un |
the object and aim of those who appealed “to
them was the downfall of, the monarchical sys-

tem in Ameriea. (Hear, hear.). A few 'years *

only had elapsed at ‘that time-since the trans-
Aur of the country’ and s population from the
Crown.of France to'the:Crown of Great.Bri-

tain; but évén within that brief interval of '

tiwe, they were enabled to wppreciate. the ad--
vantagesof their new p"ositiun",“nqm;iths.tandgng
the faet that they, were ‘still:struggling an

complaining. The. peoplo, as.well as the clergy

‘and  aristocracy, had ‘understood. that it was

‘better for thein to remisjn. uider the English-
and Protestans Crown of Kngland, rather than

to become republicaus, (Hear, bear.). They ..

s
ot

Were ‘proof against the insidious offers of .

N

erstood ‘that = -

o
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