
THE JOURNAL OF AGRICULTURE AND HORTICULTURE 17

the city of Montreal for himîself for all the stock
lie can raise from his own eggs and buys fron
others to keep his inoubators going from the first
of Novembor until the first Juie. During the
-inter of 1896 he told lue that on the first of June

he could not supply the demand for broilers at
long prices varying from .5 to 50 ets. per pound.
And he intondeci to increaso bis plant from year
to eai ais he considered it tlie best paying product
of his farn. As it occupied time during the
wVinter months that could not be otherwise utilized
on tlie fari work, ho is now using thre incubators
and a irooder house heated by a spence hoater.
The louse in 180 feet long and 18 feet %ride divided
into pens suitable for the chicks until they are
sent to market froi the time they weigh fron 2
Io 3 pounds per pair live weight. I amn not
writing this for the sako of writing, but from the
facts with which I an personally acquainted,
ai with the hope of inducing other of our young
farmiers to go and do likewise. Whbat one inan
canU.do another one cau possessed with tho saine

-ill and onergy. Do not think for one moment
thiat I an in favor of the comnimon fowl or scrub
lien over thoroughbreds of the imnproved varieties,
fori it is not the case. I believe in improved
varieties of fowls, bolieve that thoroughibred and
verythigh grade fowls will pay the farimer and
Market poultry raiser botter than comnon fowls.
Just as certainly as the thoroughbred and grade
Jersey or Ayrshiro coiw will pay the farier and
daiiieam better than a common cow. Thero are
vur imiany of our farmers w-ho have hoen reading
the Agricultural Journals and attending the con-
fren-es of -orticultural and Agricultural societies
whioi knoi the benefit that bas come to tlen from
thiait Source, who have also been taught to alwauys
lgin with tbo best îîiplements, stock aid secds.
Ymlv possibly thiank that it will not pay to start
util the- have ioiey cnough to buy a tloek of
liglh priced thoroughbred fowls, and I ani tring
te show tivi that it ilil pay to start iith just
flie coiimnon bens they bave alroady on the farni
and impirove the stock as they go along.

Iii tle second case I have nentioned, the young
aimn startcd with a single incubator of 100 egg capa-
ityvifd bought eggs froi the farmers in bis vicinity-

taking tlie best he could get fron then, selling the
coakerels for broilers and ]eoping the best of tlie
pullets for eggs in the next soason, selling off the
following spring thooso which were not good
laiyers, le has made it pay its way right along, so

that the third year he cleared $800. 00 betw-een the
first of November and the first of July from his
poultry plant alone, he is now using one incubator
holding 100 eggs,anîd two holding 200 oggs each,his
brooder house is not expensive, not costing him
over 8130.00, lie lias found it to pay him as wiell
if not better than his sill fruits or orchard, his
laying stock and younîg pullets have the entire
range of his fam in the suiimer after seeding
tinie until the snowr comcs, the result is tlat noiw
lie lias laying stock enougb to supply or nearly so
enough eggs to supply lis inîcubators, in any event
it pays him0 to buy eggs at 35 ets. per dozon for
batching, foi' broilers which lue lias no trouble ii
selling in the 'city of Montreal at good prices, live
wiglit, therefore, bas no expense for dressing or
killing, lie taises aill the food for them on bis on
farmn, although not a largo ono, showving ithe result
of pluck, energy, and perseverance.

Last winter I met a farnier at an exhibition
irho said lue was clearing $1,00 a year per fou-l,
plus wlat was consuned by the fanily. I iras
not surprised to hear he had cared for and loved
poultry fron boyliood up. He said, as storny
days canne, wlien other farn w-orlk could not be
attended to, he desired no botter aimusemnent than
sitting dowii on an overturned box or mneasure in
the poultry house watcling and studying his liens.
Does it not take patience, ultinmate acquaintance
and considerable ingenuity to reachi and please
our hiuian frien ds or relatives ? Why tlhen should
any poultry fariner expect less could nake a suc-
cess of lis feathered companions ? Kiowr your bircs
and tleir habits and you will bo surprised at the
pleasure as weil as profit you will gain by so
doinig.

S. J. Axnmæs.

IMPROVEMENT OF STOCK.

Very often the question lias beon asked as to
the best nethod of starting poultry kecping or' of
improviig thie present stock and i shall endeavor
to consider the niatter. Noir that it seems to me
tlat the farimers are paying more attention than
forierly in the direction of keeping botter poultry
more especially iith regard to the profitable side
rather than for the pleasure of it, it is essential
that the first steps taikon shall be on riglt lines ;
otlierwise tlicy mîay have to be rotracet at great
expenliture of both timie and money.


