
TIIE WHITE SWALLW.
A TALE OFf BRITIBII AMERICA.

1.-TnE DOQ-RIBBED INDIANS.

Far away te, the west, and in a very higli ucrtbern latitude, dwclt,
tewards the latter end ef the st century, a small tribe of Indians,
Their- numbers were few, their characters simple and unwarlike.
Not being celebrated in armes, they lied, «%vhile residing farther te
the south, been se often a prey te their fiercer neighbours, that they
lind gradually retreated northwards, in the hope of escaping from
the forays of their enemies. Matenaza, a young chief of twenty
summers only, comnianded the reduced tribe, and had pitehed his
wigwami near the -,aters of a lake. A renowned and indefatigable
hunter, full of energy and perseveranee, lie owed his power as mueh
te lis individual menite as te, the renown of his father; and new
that seven-and-twenty mnen alone remained ef ail his race, and that
imisfertune and the, disasters cf var had driven tliem te, regiens les
preductive in game than their fermer residence, his sway vras un-
beunded. Matenaza was as yet without awife; but the mcst lcvely
girl cf his tribe, the White Swallcw, was te, be his wheu his twenty-
first summer was cocluded, whlen she herseif ivculd attain the age,
ef sixteen.

Iu general the Deg-nibbed Indians nt that date-it was about
177O*-had had littie commiunicatien with the white mnan. Their

]rnives were stili of bené and fiintý their hatches of hemn, their
arrew-lieads cf siate, while the beaver's teeth iras the principal
niaterial cf ther wcrking teels; but Matonaza himaself had travelled
and lied visited Prince of Wales Fort, iere lie had been irel
received by Mr. Moses Northen, the geverner, himself an Indien,
edueated in Englend. Admitted inte the intimacy cf this persen,
Matenaza had acquired fremn him censiderable knowledge ivitheut
centracting any of the vices irhicli disgraced the carcer of the
civilised R.ed Man. fie had learned te, feel seme, cf the humanising
ilifiuences cf civilisation, and held ivomen in a superior liglit te his

r brethreu, whe preneunce the ceudemnation cf savage life by mak-
ing the feniale part cf the creation little better than beasts cf bur-
then. Hie had hoped for great advantage, te hie tribe frera trade
with the Pale Faces; but the enmity cf the Athapasccw Indians
lied checked ail bis aspirations, and lie had been cmpelled te, make

long and hasty retreat teirards the north, tçà save the remuant è?
b ie littie band fromn annihilation. In ail prebability it is te, similer
irarlike pers. -riîtiens that the bigher ncrtiern regiens cwe their
having been peepled by the race whleuce are descended the
Esquimaux.

The exigencies, cf the dbase and the fishery, more than any inhe-
reut teste fer the picturesque, liad fixed Matonaza ln a levely spot.

* The historical facts cf this narrative are te be feund iu the travels cf Samuel
Hearne, the firet white ani who traversed the Territory te the .Arctic Ocean.


