
REP>IY 'lO FR~LON EXIlORI'ATlOXN.

41 e will go along %vith you, for we have
btoard that God Is witit you," we gladly ropi y,

"Corne with u2 and %we wvil do you guod."
Iii his portraiture of the latc Dr. Williams,

the author, Mr. Gilbert, lias advauced an
ibloc, which, did we not knoiv to tht' contrary,
would lead us to conclude xlmat hoe ivas on the
high rond te Rone-it is, that the Scriptures
are insuficient for our guide in refereuîce to,
the ordinance of baptism. Nowy, had ho sauut
that the work of which ho there becomes the
apologist lico ob!icured that îvhich îvould
otherwise appear plain, he wvuuld flot have
been far from the truth, for 1 hesitate not to
aver, that if a coroprehiension of the suiJlect
depended on the understanding of the Doc-
tor's book, ninety-nine persous out of a lmun-
dred must inevitably romain ignorant. And
18 it so, ir.died, that the groat Lavegiver bas
given ffs but two positive institutes to ?bserve,
and one of these rovoalod so obscurely, that
it cannet be cumprehended w ithout the glossos
and reasonirigs of falliblo man ? for ever perieli
the thought; it le nothing less than a libel on

i of whom it was predicted, lie "lshall
deal prudently," and in whoni are hid cal] the
treasures of wisdom andl knowledge. WVe,
on the contrary, gladly say tu enquirers on
this, and every other subject connected îvith
revelation, IlSoarch the Seriptures," for there
ai that is necessary to b. known is as plain
as a suobean, su that "he that runs may
read, and a wayfaring mani though a foui can-
flot err therein"-here is firm, footing, "1ail
is sec besidea" But if doulits stîli remain,
and recourse mugt hoe bad tu, human uiuthore,
rend both sides of a question with impartiality
and prayer, and do flot yourselves or the sub-
ject the injustice to, examine one side only,
as too many do; that thus Ilovery mani may
bo fully persuaded 'In his own mind."

ADJUTOR.

ÂREPLY TO FRERE'S ÀDDRESS
ON EXHIORTATION.

MY DeAit Sin,-I have ccrefully read
your addross to the churches of Christ on
the subjeet of exhortation, in the April num-
ber of the Magazine; and being convinced
that you take an extreme view of the subjeet,
for the sake of the cause of Christ and the
churchos yota address, I ivould offer tihe fol-
lowing observations:

i. That the assertion is entireiy without
proof and highiy objectionablo, that the flrst
cburches, under apostoiic direction, borrowed
soverai of their observances froua the syna-
gogue îvorsbip:- sucli as discipline, reading
the scriptures, and exhortation. This is ex-.
actly in the style of those ivho say that Christ
borrowed baptisni froni the doubtfui and tra-
ditionary boptism of Jewish pu'oselytes and

pagan ivashinlg8. For MY part, nothing ali.
liears to nie more evident than that tit,
churchos horrowed every ordinaisce of thivir
îvorei3ip froru the aposties, and the apostu.5
froni Christ our Lord and lIatvgiver; and the
churcli ordinnnce that did flot corne in that
îvny, and from that source, we have nothiug
to do with. With me it is no matter hoiw
far the Jeivs do or did extend the liberty of
speaking in the synagogue; une thing1Iknow,
aud that upon Divine authority, tbat under
that econoniy, God ordaiued an order of meni
to officiato in holy tbings ; and nu murtai, not
even the king anointed with the holy vil,
could di,,charge their functions, or step into
thoir place and ho blameless. Hovv unfair
and presunuing the inferonco then, that ua
Jesus, who ivas neither recognized as a Prit
or a Levîte, taughit in the public assenibly of
the' synagogue, the hrethren in commun niay
do the saine in the public assembly of the
church. Jesus himuseîf îvould and could flot
warrant sucli a systeni of instruction iii the
synagogue, or else ho ivoulol contradict bis
oîvn Ia%', standing thon in full force as giron
by bis servant Moses. Nor was bis persoual
iuistry amy snob, oxampie, as ho opouulï

avowed every îvhero bis high authority and
divine mission. Ho n'a.4 not only high priet
and prophet, but iawgiver hiniseif ; andl as a
teacher hoe was gcnerally received by tho,
auuds that nover underýtood bis roal charac.
ter. Propxots and inspir,d mon of whatever
tribos, wvere authvrised to, preach and to teach
as n'el as the sons of Aaron in the naine of
that God that gave thern sucis a bigh com.
mission. If the synagogue did extend this
liberty by the traditions of the fathers, 1 bave
nv:bing to do with iL, neither amn I agaanst
exhortation in a scriptural and proper waï;
but I confess, as a borrowed Jewish tradition,
the churches bave little need vf it, as tbey
have by fer tao many of sucis human tradli-
tions already.

2. IL bas been in every age oitico the apo6-
tien, a prolific source of orror, faniatidsm,
and confusion, to do away tho lime of distiuc-
tion between the ordinary and extraordinry
officers of tho churcb. Su in liko nianner, in
this and mny other things, churches arid
good mon have greatly destroyed the beauti-
fui order of a christian churcli, and intrdticed
anarchy and confusion by aot distingisbing
botvvoen the ordinary and extraordiaarY
brethren of the church, and this dibtincioui
finds no place in your address. That nse
of the brethren in thse first church did, at
least, nsually occupy a share of the tino de-
voted for publie instruction, is evidont; and
such, if we huad theni, undoubtedly sliout*
bave the sanie priviloge tu-day. But %V';l
were those gified brethren ? Tue Apostle
ansivers in 1 Cor, xii. 7-10:- "Il Bt tluu


