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methed is to anticipato by overtures of forgivelness. It is coînmon to cry, Il Ife
oughit to bc the first to coi to me ;" but a- Christian should itut le hîath to say,

1 will lie the first to go to lîm"Alloy irritation-pacify tempestuous temlper
-send an embassage-invite reconciliation.

IIow prone we are to be suspieious, to detraci, to be îiarsh in the construction
of the conduct of others-to put the worst instead of the bcst face on what othiers
do ! Origen, quoting from the 37th Psalm, I'['o slay such as ho of uprighit con-
versation," asks, "Il oiv can the mau of uprighit conversation bc Main0 ? 13v
scandai, and by retailing it. A man enters the Chiurch of Christ with ail
simiplicity, and witlî the desire of working out bis salvation ;but if this ncwv
brother shouild remark, cither in the dceds oir words of those who are older in the
faith, anything inconsistent with it-if hie should lîcar scandai1 about others, and
if it should be husy with himself, hoe may frail in consequence ; and, %vhen fallen,
ho is put to death, and the principle of life escape-- froni bis soîil, and bis llod
will foul on those whlo have shed it." 'l Ilow quickly a1 word can run !" says
Blernard, in bis twcnty-fourthi sermon on the Canticles. "lOne speaksq, ani only
to one person :and yet that one word, entcring the cars of a multitude of listen-
ers, in a moment %vil1 siay innumnerable souils. You mnay meet witli people hecav-
ing deep sighls, looking vcry grave, and wvith a scrrowfuil countenance, yet
uttering maledictions, the more plausable as tiiey secin to coic unwillingly fromn
-i sympathi7ing heart. Il lament,' lie says, e for I love himn e., ugli.' And
another, 'Itt was known to me, and I Nvouild not have divulged )ý; but -,ince
othiers have made it poublie, 1 cannut deny the fat.t' 1 say it wvitli grief, but it
is too truc.' ' It is a great calomity, for lie is very good in many respects ; but
in) this matter lie cannot bcecxcused' ;i

So it was in the tbird. centuiry ; so it was in thc twciftlb so it is st.Ii. The
early and the mniddle ages of Clîristendom are in this respect the mirrors of the
passing one. Ioi' many so-called Christians carry in thecir hiearts the Iust or
detraction, strangers to the miercy whichi i slow to judge, and of the charity
wliichi covereth a multitude of sins! Yet they hope thiat Goodncss and Mercy
wilI follow~ t/im ail thecir days !-Jo/hn Sioughlon.

THE GOLDEN YEIX&0

We sleep and wake and sleep, but ail tlîings mnove,
T.hie sun flics forward to bis brotiier sun
liie dark earth folloxvs, wlieeled in lier eclipse
.And human things, retturning on themseives,
Move onward, leading up tbe golden year.

Ali, thoughi the tiiy.ý:s Nvrhcn some riew thouglit can bud,
Are but as poet's scasons wvhen they flower;
Yet seas that daily gain upon the shiore,
Have ebb and flow conditioning- tbeir march,
And slow and sure cornes up the golden year.

W'hen wcalth no more shah1 rest in xnoulded hicaps,
B3ut, smiit witli freer ligbt shahl slowly nricît
In many streams to fatten lowcr landq,
And lighit shall spread, and man be liker nian,
Tliroughi ai the seasons of the golden ycar.


