stition and idolatry which had crept in amongst them. At Bethel_Detpraﬁ, his mother's
nurse, on whose breast in infancy he had slumbered, died, and the depth of his gtief may be
seen in the name he guve to the oak under which she was buried. * Then at Bethlehem, or

" neur it, the greatedt sorrow of his life bufel him—Rachel died.  For four ycars he had made
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‘wasseven yéars-of age when Jagob retufned'to -Canaan, where he-had now resided for. ten_

- were probably Syrians:and of an idolatrous andless civilized race. The evil, report .of

»

‘ yet, being so much younger, tie was unable to exercise much influence over them. _His:anly
_“course, ifhe would be faithful to his trust, was to report them. . e T

o hLH ' PARTIALITY DispLAYED. The:first reason why the brothers hated Joseph wasﬂzat

" sawed togethe
Its meaning mpde it offensive. Jt was'a badge of superiority and implied ch{ffcainshipix

1

“evenbid him “9good day,” or s%wk to him, without showing their résentment. [The conduct

* acontinual T of.it in.the éuat of many colors. One sin leads to another. Jacob’s sin
" causes Joseph’§ brothers to-sin,, Cl

" suffering.
 Joniy el T ot of chier iy Mue) be assigned to. him clthe
" dently fmpliell. -This post of chiéfshepherd-in the party might assighed to. him either

from hi b%ihgrthe son-ofa principal v'v!i)fe,lor from h?::)wn superior-qualities of character,”

" themselves. T?e son-of his old-age—This title is given to Benjamin ch. 44: 20, but

* of old age L :
. gnce. | Goat of many colors—R. V. marg, ‘4 long:garment with'sieeves.” ' The tword

" cdmpare also ﬂnahraﬁd Samuel, 1 Sath. 2: 19. 4. Could not speak peaceably—

" envy was-that Joseph dreamed and told his brothers how he saw their. sheaves making

bis home at Hebron, among the friendly Hittites, near the grave of Abraham and Tsaac,
His older sons, who grew dp in Padanaram, amid the worldly surgoundings of his unclc’s
home, and iti the-days of his-own unfaith, now caused ‘him grief by their lawless excesses.
"The soclety of his two younger suns-was therefore the more grateful. They were the chil-
slren of his beloved. Rachel.  The noble qualities of Joseph, already-beginning toshew them-
»elves, would fill- him with hopes of-a worthy successor in,'the covenant line, for as he him-
se1f had-supplanted.an older ‘brother, why should-not Joseph supplant these wha preceded
him? MMost unwisely, he~she}vs:l ¢ wish of his:heart and the result s> discord 1n the home,
The three causes. of this»unha;?piriess'fumishesus with.ours n
Lessoy Pran” I Wickedness Reported vs 1,2 IL Partiality Displayed. vs.s
Greatness Predidted. vs 5-11. .

T W:c&}mnzss ReporTED. 1. The land of his father's sojournings. (R. V.}
«Esai-on the other hand made a_permanent-hume for himself in Mount Seir {ch. 36: 6-),
thus giving yp.all claim to-the blessings ajtached:to.the pussession of the ** promised land.”
The fact that the patriarchs Wwere unly sojuurnérs is frequently referred-to: Gen, 17:8;23:
4328:4;36:7; Ps 105: 11, 12 All life is but a *** pilgrimage * during which the
Christianlives-in-expectancy, waiting for the home-of which Canaap was a type. See Gen,
47: 93 1 Chr. 20; 153 Ps. 39: ¥2; 119: 93 } Pet. 1.2 173 2: 113 Heb. 11 $9,13. 2
The generations—This+phrase closes the-narrative of Jaceb as-the. similar expression, ‘in
ch. 25 19, did:that of Isaac, ahd: introduces the history of the next central character, Joseph,
Seventeen years. olti—i. e. in his seventeenth_year. He was bom in B, G, 1743, and

. 41 1 6.he was 30 when he stood. before Pharaoh, so he had: thirteen years of

years. Incl : ; v, el
as f‘eeding—’“ﬁi;was his custom™ is implied. With his brethren—lit.

his brethren in tHe flock (Bib. Mus.) ** Oversight or superintendence is evi-

{Jamieson). The lad—** and p.mere lad, as he was, was-with, &c.” (Dods). The-sons
of Bilhah—Dan and Napthali. The sons of Zilpah—Gad and Ashet. Their mofhers

them—(R. V.) * Theit fierce natures would lead them-into excesses,. and their inferior birth
would d?ﬁveptheﬂir of therestraint of self-respect and regard for the honor of the Bmily.
name. = They could never rival Joseph in authority and so would: tolerate his overseership,

was.of'g higher moral character. The second was his father’s.unwise fondness for him, |

‘The thitd was his dreams, which uncumfortably harmonized with hs.manifest superiority to

jamin wasaf this time only about four years of age, and Joseph would occupy most of
Aslathgx’s:atténﬁon. He -was also-the son of his beloved Rachel, The expression *“a son
" mily mean ““a wise-son,” and refer to Joseph’s winning-disposition and intelli.

is obscure. T¢'may‘meah (1) ““a motley coat,” embrojdered.in colors or of cofored stripes
3 or (2) arobe with-sleeves; or (3) a fringed garment. Possilily it had all
istics.  Such festive attire is-found on Egyptian  mummies-of Josepl’s tim

the future. ~ Simflar costly apparel is referred to in Judges §5: 30; 2 Sam. 21 165 Ps, 45+ 14,

“The ordinary salutation was *shalom® i, e, ** pegce be unto thee.” The brothirs-could not

of the brothery towards Joseph was just what might have been expected, -It was the
natural result gf the father’s sin in-showing so decided-a preference-for Joseph.and-in giving

L P

IIT,  GreaTness PRepictep.  They hate him yet the more—* The third cause of
pbez?agge to his sheaf, and their stars making obeisance to him. These dreams-derived not



