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Haverhill, Mass.--Robert Dixon, Colored, of St. John,

Under Arrest Pending Inquest.

Moncton, April 3—(Special)—A stranger,
who, from papers found on him, appears

to be Harry Weatherbee, aged about 30, |'

dark-complected, was found dead in the

1..C. R. yard here about 9.30 o’clock to-
night. A colored man giving the name of
Robert Dixon, hailing from St. John, first
notified the station officials of the man
lying under a car which stood about 20
yards from the depot.

The dead man was found beneath the
sleeping car Halifax, which came in from
Si. John on No. 4 train at 8 o’clock and
shunted on a side track.

Papers found on the body showed that
Weatherbee had been working for G. H.
Mitchell, shoe manufacturer, Haverhill,
Nass. He had recommendations as a good
workman from the foreman, Geo. A. Kil-
lam.

Ten cents was all the money found in his
pockets and no one was able to say where

_ the unfortunate man came from.

D. Terrio recognized the dead man as
having worked for Rhodes, Curry & Co.
‘Amherst, six years ago. Terrio identitied
the man from his having loste part of his
right hand while in the Rhodes, Curry
employ.

Dixon, who first apprised the watehman
of the affair, was interrogated but was
not very clear in his statement. He says
he came to Moncton from St. John this
morning on a freight and remained in toe
outekirts of the-town all day. He had

been around the depot two hours with no
particular object in view.

At first Dixon said he: worked as a
laborer in St. John but, when asked to
name some one for whom he worked, was
unable to give names and finally admitted
that he worked very little.

Another suspicious circumstance in the
case is that from the point Dixon says
he first saw the dead man under the car.
it seemed almost impossible to discern an
object. Deceased was dressed in dark
clothes, which would make it all the more
difficult to see the body lying in the shade
under the car at the distance designated
by Dixon. Dixon gives his age as 19 and
he is a strapping youth for his age. Llle
has the appearance of a youth who has
knocked about considerably.

He first stated that he had come tc
Moncton from St. John on the C. P. R.
which got here about 8 o'clock, but later
said he came upon the morning freight.
His statement in this connection is thought
may be to conceal his having stolen a ride
to Moncton. Dixon was taken into cus-
tody and will be held for the inquest,
which will be held tomorrow.

The injuries to the body of the dead
man consisted of a badly disfigured face
and bodily marks. ¥rom appearances the
train bad not passed over his body, al
though it was found lying across the rail.

Altogether the fatality is shrouded 1n
mystery which tomorrow’s investigation
may throw some light upon.

CHINA AND THE POWERS,

British, German and Japanese Indemnity

. Claims Not Ready—Death List Reduced.

ot

Pekin, April 3—So soon as the generals
of the powers notify the ministers as to
what disposition is desired of articles 8
and 9 of the protocol, everything will be
practically concluded, except the indemni-
ties, the only claims not ready being the
British, German and Japanese. The Ger-
-mans say they can be ready in two days
and the Japanese assert that they can be
veady at e moment’s warning. Private
claims, ‘however, can be filed until May 14.

A majority of the ministers are in favor
of making a general claim so soon as the
government claims are in, making allow-
ances for a few thousands for possible fu-
ture claims.

Li Hung Chang and Prince Ching have
sent to the court for approval a list of
names presented by the ministers of the
powers for punishment. The death list
has been reduced to four names for de-
gradation and to 91 for loss of office. No
objection is anticipated, as the men are
only prominent in local communities.

DEATH OF THE APPLE KING.

David Henning's Rise from Poverty to
Affiuence.

Chicago, Tll., Apirl 3—David Henning,
known as “the apple king,” is dead at his
former heme in Battle Creek, Mich., from
the rupture of a blood vessel.

Mr. Henning was born at Newry, Ar-
magh county, Ireland, November 25. 1821.
Coming to America when he was 12 yvears
of age, he learned the cooper’s trade in
Detroit, and started a shop in Ann Ar-
bor- Finding himself overstocked with
unsalable barrels, he filled them with
apples, and this venture started him on
the road to wealth. He became so exten-
sively engaged in the apple trade that,
after removing his headquarters to Chi-
cago in #1873, he gained the title of “Hen-
ping, the apple king.”

Mr. Henning controlled the gas plants
at Leavenworth, Kan.; Springtield, Mo.,
and Battle Creck and Ann Arbor, Mich.

CANADIAN HORSES
FOR BRITISH ARMY.

Looking Into Facilities at Boston for Ship-
ping to South Africa,

e

Boston, April 3.—Dr. Fraser, a special

comimissioner of the British government,

was in this city today making inquiries as
to the facilities for shipping from this port
a consignment of 930 Canadian horses for
the British army in South- Africa. Dr.
Traser conferred with the officials of the
bureau of animal industry and inspected
some of the terminals here. He stated
that he was desirous of shipping the horses
from the most convenient port: He left

here for Portland to look over the facili-'|

ties there.

Nordica in Boston.
Boston, April 3—Magjam Nordica was
given a royal reception at the Grand
Opera, this afternoon, upon her first ap-

perance here this year, the opera being
Verdi's Aida. She was easily the star of
the afternoon and the large audience was
carried away with her “Fly from ‘Where”

in the third act. The trio, with Cam-

panari and Saliza in the same act, also
aroused great enthusiasm. Mme. TLouise
Homer, a new-comer this year, shared
with Nordica in much of the applause,
especially in the duet in the second act.
In the male part of the cast, Plancon
and Campanari were especially popular,
although Saliza and Journet both sung

well. - o s

AGAINST THE CORN KING.

Effort of Cl.icago Board of Trade to Down
Phillips.

Chicago, April 3.—A strong effort was made
on the Board of Trade today to crowd George
H. Phiilips, ,the ‘“‘corn king,” to the wall.
He was driven clear out of the wheat market
but gave up none of his holdings in corn or
oats.

The day was the biggest of its kind the
board has witnessed in many years. A jam
of struggling, howling brokers and traders
filled the public galleries to the limit. May
wheat sold down to 71% to 71% and closed
at 723% to 72%, a net loss for the day being
1% cent.

Calls for margins were made on Phillips
to the extent of nearly $250,000 more, all such
demands being met promptly. His firm now
has nearly $8,500,000 up as margins, some
of which will be released tomorrow.

Phillips struck to his policy. At the cloze
he declared he had not been shaken out of
his corn and oats and believed they would
do better tomorrow.

The wheat deal was a different story.
lips unloaded nearly 1,000,000 bus]ie]s early.
This wheat showed an average loss of at
least 21 cents a bushel or nearly $25,000.

The prompt response by Phillips to morn-
ing calls for margins steadied the markets,
but towards noon there were further sharp
declines. After the close he was advising
customers to keep ‘‘a stiff upper lip”’ and
was acting on that advice himself.

" ASSISTANCE TO RAILROAD.

a—

Ontario Government Makes Land Grant, with
Conditions to Manitoulin and North Sho e
Line.

Phil-

—
Toronto, April 3.—(Special)—Premier Ross
introduced into the legislature Ilast night

a bill to grant two and a half million acres
of land, but no cash, to the Manitoulin and
North Shore Railway, which will connect
Sudbury, in Algoma district, with Meaford,
on Georgian Bay, cutting across Manitoli
1sland.

The road, which will be constructed by
Clergue at an estimated cost of $6,600,00,
will shorten the route from the Northwest
by 8) miles. The arrangement provides that

to any other railways and that the govern-
ment shall have control of rates, with power
to purchase the road within 15 years. The
company also is required to locate 1,606 set-
tlers a year for 10 years on its lands.

SWEEPING VICTORY.

Opposition Win Hands Down in Danish
Eiections.

1
| Copenhagen, April 4.—The elections to
1 the Folkething have resulted in a sweep:
i ing victory for the opposition and over-
bwhelming defeat for the government.

| Of the 110 constituencies from which
! complete returns have been received the
| opposition, composed of the Leftists and
| Reformists, have carried 73, the moderate
| Leftists 15, the Social Democrats 14 and
the Rightists or Ministerialists 8.

| The few seats that remain are doubtiul
Lor will eall for second ballots.

South Africa.

e

| TLondon, April 4—The Bloemfontein cor-
!rospondem of the Morning Post asserts
that the Boers have tried for treason and
executed Mr. De Kock, the peace envoy
| who took the message from General
| Qmith-Dorrien to Commandant General
! Louis Botha, February 12.

Deaths from the Plague.

{ Cape Town, April 3- Several plague

| corpses have been found in the streets
tund houses, indicating efforts to conceal

contact with the disease. The total num-
ber of deaths from the plague is 107. in-
cluding 22 Europeans. There have been
| 315 cases of the plague.

!

the company shall grant running privileges |
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FEAR OF THE DEATH-CHAIR MADE

ST. JOHN, N. B, SATURDAY, APRIL 6, 190L

JONES TALK,

Gave More Details of the Plot to Murder Millionaire Rice

—His Remarkable Coolness Maintained.

New York, April 3.—Charles F. Jones,
the valet secretary of William Marsh
Rice, the rich Texan, resumed the giving
of testimdny today in the proceedings
against Albert T. Patrick, who is charged
with causing Rice’s death in order to ob-
tain his property by means of a will, deeds
and checks, which, it is alleged, were
forged.

Jones began today by relating that on
Monday, the day following Rice's death,
four men who represented themselves to
be lawyers, called at the flat and asked
questions concerning the circumstances
surrounding the death. “Jones told lat-
rick he thought these men were detectives.
The next morning Jones went to police
headquarters. \When he returned home
he found a number of detectives in the
place. On Thursday - alternoon he was
taken to police headquarters, where he
was questioned. e found Patrick also at
police headquarters. Patrick told Jones
he had destroyed the will witnessed in
his (Patrick’s) office, and a nmumber of
bogus letters written' on the will matter.
The witness related at length the inci
dents of the day when the body of Rice
was cremated. Jones said he was locked
up about 11 o’clock in the evening of Oct.
14. Before this he made a statement which
was entirely fictitious and which he eould
not recall. Jones testified today that at

Hon. Mr. Borden Tells of Its
Strength.

McKINNON INTRODUCED.

In Parliament Yesterday Mr. Mork,
Acting Leader of the Opposition,
Brought Up the Valleyfield Strike
--Hon. Mr. Tarte Defended the
Strikers--Charges Made.

!

Ottawa, April 3—(Special)—At - the
opening of the house today, Mr. McKin-
non, the Liberal member-elect for Last
Queens, Prince Edward Island, was in-
troduced by Sir Louis Davies and Mr.
Hughes, of Kings, P. E. L

Replying to Mr. Clarke, the minister of
militia stated that there had been 1o
continued delay in issuing form of ap-
plications and orders as to the granting
of the long service decoration and medal
to the militia. The regulations had been
issved in general orders on March 1 and
steps were being taken to have the form
printed.

In reply to Mr. Lemieux, the minister
of militia, stated that the number of bat-
talions of active militia in Canada was:
Ontario, 43; Quebec, 30; Nova Scotia, 9;
New Brunswick, 6; Manitoba, 2; British
Coumbia, 3; Prince Edward Island, 1.

There were 2,298 cavalry, 3,843 artillery,
328 engineevs, 29,476 infantry, 140 in army
tervice corps, 344 stretcher bearers, 592
hospital corps.  Sixty-nine corps were
armed with ILee-Enfield rifles. The vre-
mainder were armed with Snider rifles,
but these latter used the Lee-Enfield riile
for practice when in camp. .

The number of rounds of ammunition
available at regimental headquarters
Ontario was 6,164,828; in Quebec, 4,443,-
825.

on a motion for correspondence relating
to the same. He showed that W. Mac-
kenzie King, deputy minister of labor; had
gone to Valleylield and ‘told the strikers
that there was justice in their demands
and that their chances of success would
le advanced by voting for Mr. Loy, who
wes the Liberal candidate.

Mr. Sutherland said that, as this was a
charge against Mr. King, Mr. Monk
ought to give his authority.

Mr. Monk said that he would do better
and would produee evidence next week.
He went on to say that an organization
kuown as Le Liberale Union, and later
on changed its name to the Workingmen’s
Union was really responsible for the
«trike. One of the efficers in this insti-
tution was in the habit of swearing all
who wanted employment, to vote for the
Liberal candidate.

Hon. Mr. Tarte said the city of Valley-
field. had grown from 6,000 to 12,000
populition since 1896.. The Montreal Cot-
ton Mills Company was the largest con-
cern in Canada. The work of erecting an
extension to the mills was being prosecut-
el late in October and working men were
standing to the waist in water at their
work and received $1 per day. They asked
for more, and he did not hesitate to say
that he agreed they were justifiad, al-
though he did not desire to be understood
as advocating strikes. The men working
in the mills sympathized with these work-
mea and went on strike. The majority of
the association rcferred to by Mr. Monk
were Conservatives, because the company
excluded friends cf the government from
the mill as far as possible. He was beaten
in 1896 by a small majority because the
company locked friends of his in the miils
¢n election day and extorted the most
shameful pressure on the working men.

The recorder and mayor were justified inA

MILITIA OF CANADA,

the time he attempted suicide in the
tombs, Patrick had agreed to kill himself
also.

Jones finishéd his testimony on direct
examination. The story of the murder and
conspiracy he filled in with a wealth of
de¢ail and with the same remarkable ex-
hibition of coolness and merve.

Ac:ording to the story he and Patrick
had drawn up a bogus will and were
waiting for old man Rice to die when a
mill burned down in Texas. Rice’s con-
ncciions there desired to rebuild it and
he spoke of advancing the $100,000 or
§123,000. required to replace the burned
property.

“Patrick told me to use all my in-
fluence,” said Jones today, “with Rice
not rebuild the mill, as this would take
out all the ready cash from the estate’s
fund.”

Btt Rice insisted on advancing money,
and authorized a draft for $25,000 from
o~e of his correspodnents in Texas.
Word of the draft arrived in New York
Saturday and then  “Patrick said,” testi-
fied Jones, “that he would have to -do
something to get Rice out of the way be-
fore the draft was presented.”

There was one point today at which it
was confidently expected Jones would
give some sign of emotion. It was even
anticipated that he might break down.
This was when he was asked about the
effort he had made at suicide in the

refusing to read the riot act, as the re-
| suit of such action would have been that
soldiers would shoot down honest work-
ine men. The 1'e~‘p~){1.~‘ibi1ity for all that
happened should be placed where it e
longed on the shoulders of the company. [
If fair wages had been paid by it, the;
trouble would not have occurred. It wﬂsl
a powerful corporation, earning larger |
dividends than the public knew of and |
was compelling workingmen to work in
water up to their waist ' in the cold
weather for a paltry $1 per day. With-!
cut hesitation, he said that the working-
men were mot being treated fairly at-
Valleyfield and they <id right in’ going
on strike; he stated so fearlessly. It was
the mayor, a Conservative, who, ‘without
consulting the council, signed the docu-
ment calling out the troops. There had'
been no destruction f property nor were
lives at stake. If Mr. Monk produced the
evidence which he stated he would, the
house would be unanimous in condemning
the official. But he thought that he had
bcen greatly mislead and he pointed out |
that Mr. Greenshiel:ls, who had been re- |
ferred to by Mr. Monk, and who was a
Liberal, was merely asking in his capacity |
as solicitor for the cotton -company in
asking . that the trcops bz called out.
Moreover, Mr. lLoy's candidature had
been settled upon before the strike took |
place. |

Preferential Trade Resolution. ‘

Mr. Logan's resolution to apply the |

preferential tariff to Canadian sea ports |
only, was reached in the house, but as it |
was near 6 o'clock, he had no time to go
on with it. He said that he would accept!
the first opportunity that presented itsel
to bring up the matter.

Mr. Puttee, of Winnipeg, pointed out |
that the members of the union labor or-|
ganizations at Valleyfield were prevented |
by the rules of their union from taking |
part in polities and, if it was true that |
the strike was the outcome of political |
influence, then there were some persons
cuilty of conspiracy.

Mr. Puttee said the settlement of the
strike. made by Mr. King, the deputy |
minister of labor, had not been satisfac-
tory, because it had not been fully ob- |
served. Within the past week a deputa- |
tion from Valleyfield had come to see Mr. |
Kirg to ascertain the terms of the set-
tl:ment and to tind out why certain per-
sons include:dl in the settlement had not
bein taken back to work.

I~there was not one iota of foundation for
iu\‘ any of the charges submitted by
! Monk.

Mr. Monk, who was acting leader of op- |
position, brought up the Valleyfield strike |

My, Sutherland expressed the belief that

Mr. |

Mr. Lozan called attention to what he !
considered two important facts in connec-
tion with the Valleytield trouble. The |
first was the value of the government's
coneiliation act. The second was that the
calling out of the militia for labor troubles |
should be done only as a last resort.

My, Long also joined with Mr. Suther- |
land in his tribute to Mr. King. He was
satisfied that there was some misunder-
standinz uabout the charge against Mr.
King. !

The minister of militia said he had no
objection to bringing down the papers
asked for. He also pointed out that the
gevernment had not a thing to do with
the calling out of the militia and that |
under the militia act a simple requisition |
from the ecivil authorities automatically
ca'led the troops out.

sonally about the charges against Mr.
King, but that he had simply stated the
matter had been told him by a reliable !
person.

Sir Wilfrid Laurier said this was the
first time a charge had ever been made
against Mr. King, but that on the con-
trary all reports in regard to Mr. King’s
intervention in labor troubles were com-
plimentary to him. .

AMr. Smith, of Vancouver, (Labor), said
he could assure the house that the Val-
leytield settlement had not by any means
been satistactory. He said the government
<hould use its influence, as far as possible,
to compel the carrying out of all such
contriacts as was made by the employers
with Mr. King, and that in this case the
government ought to take steps to show
the company it considered the company
had not kept its bargain. Mr. Smith also
contended that it was, under the present
law, tao easy to call out the militia and |
that the government should take steps to |
amend the law in that regard. i

The house adjourned at 6 o’clock until |

| which was aroused b;

Tombs, but expectation was again dis-
appointed. He said Patrick suggested
that he, Jones, take the blame for the
conspiracy and murder; of his refusal to
do so0. and then said calmly that Patrick
handed him a knife and, of the attempt
at suicide, showing no more feeling than
on the day before, when he told how he
chloroformed his helpless henéfactor.

But it was in cross-examination that
the interest of the day was centered. Robt
1. Moore, Patrick’s lawyer, felt along the
outline of Jones last story, bringing out
in strong vrelief the contradictions as
against the former statements made by
the valet and then kept the electric chair
in the mind of the man on the witness
stand, who answered everything as calmly
and quietly as if the thing was merely a
perfunctory rehersal. Then the point of
the questioning came out when Jones ad-
mitted that he hored by telling his -pres-
ent story to escape the death penalty for
murder. He said he had gathered from
his lawyer. Mr. Battle, who had talked
with District Attorney Osborne, that if
he did tell the whole truth some measure
of consideration would be shown him.
This and his conscience, he said, in-
duced h'm to admit. his guilt of murder.
If Jones was undisturbed by the situation
in which he found himself hes had no ad-
vantage over Patrick, who showed mno
evidence of being disturbed by the state-
ments mwade by the witness.

Joint Fetes at Toulon Next
Week Talked Of.

AN IMPORTANT EVENT,

Not a Question of Alliance, But
There is Value in the Meeting of
President Loubet and the Duke
of Genoa --- Russia’s Strange
Action,

Paris, April 8.--The Franco-ltalian fetes
at Toulon next week are now the chiet
topics of interest in the French press and
the subject is much discussed in political
and diplomatic circles. Spectacularly, the
festivities will be very brilliant, while it
is generally conceded that the oceasion will
rank as one of the most important his
toric events since the Iranco-Russian
demonstration at the same port.

Although there is no question of an al-
liance between the two countries, yet the
meeting of President ILoubet and the
Duke of Genoa will be an incident of tne
first value, because it will officially mark
the opening of a new era of good feel-
ing between I'rance and Italy.

“France is not seeking an alliance with
Italy,” said a ¥rench diplomat who is 1v
close touch with the official relations ol
the two countries. “The Iranco-ltalian
demonstration at Toulon does not imply
that at all. We have no reason to expect
that Italy will detach herself from the
Triple Alliance. On the contrary, we have
every reason to expect that she will renew
her adhesion.

“The great significance of the coming
event lies in the fact that it indicates that
the irritation felt by Italy toward Krance,
the French occupa
tion of Tunis and which, rankling in the
minds of Italian statesmen, has done so
much to injure our mutual relations, 1s
now entirely removed, giving place to a
desire of a better understanding between
France and Italy.

“We shall now be able to discuss the
questions that are pending between tie
two countries, notably the political situ-
ation in the Mediterranean, with a better
disposition on both sides and a brighter
prospect of a satisfactory understanding.

“With a view of widening her commer-
cial, and improving her political rela-
tions with France, 1taly may decline to re-
new certain clauses of the compact bear-
ing upon her military and other contribu-
tions.

“Thus,” concluded the diplomat, *“while

) | the meeting of M. Loubet and the Duke
Mr. Monk said he knew nothing per- |-

of (tenoa, together with the I'ranco-ltalian
naval demonstration, must not be taken

| as a prelude to the withdrawal of Italy

from the 'Iriple Alliance, yet it may he:-

[ ald a noteworthy modification of the in-

ternational situation. We do not wish for
a written convention with Italy. We be-
lieve the re-establishment of thoroughly
sympathetic relations between the two

| peoples will prove of greater worth than
| any existing treaties.”

Toulon, April 3.—There is much com
ment here “at a strange and unexpected
order received by the Russian admiral to
leave Toulon with his fleet, in order to
avoid meeting the ltalian squadron here.
The Russian fleet, which arrived in these
waters to participate in the fetes attend-
ing President Loubet’s visit, will probably

- sail this evening.

Parie, April 4—“The withdrawal of the
Jussian squadron at Toulon,” says the
Libre Parole, “is a brutal disavowal of
our government hy an allied nation and

! a condemnation of our policy toward Ttaly.

Moreover, it iz a thieatening warning from

Tuesday next. : | the Czar.” sty
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RISSI HIS BEEN FOLED
N HER MANCHURAN SCHE

China Has Formally Notified the Czar’s Government That She
Will Not Sign--Attitude of the Powers the Reason
--Another Phase.

5 e

NO

" Pekin, April 3.—The Chinese govern-
ment has formally notified Russia that
China, owing to the attitude of the powers,
is not able to sign the Manchurian con-
vention.

“It is China's desire,” says the fosmai
notification, “to keep on friendly terms
with all nations. At present she is going
through a period which is the most perii-
ous in the empire’s history, and it is neces-
sary that she should have the friendship
of all. :

“However much she might be willing to
grant any special privilege to one power,
when others object, it is impossible, that
for the sake of making one nation friend-
ly, she should alienate the -sympathies of
all others.”

Li Hung Chang says this letter settles
the matter definitely and that Russia was
informally notified to the same elfect
March 29.

Prince Ching asserts that every China-
man except Li Hung Chang was against
signing the convention.

Washington, April 3.—The $St. Peters-
burg despatch to the Associated Press
printed this morning has aroused interest
in official circles here. TFor the same rea-
<on {hat prevented the correspondent
from giving any authority in the Russian
government as a source of the suggestion
contained in his despatch, it is not pos-

sible to cite official authority for the com-
ment that has been passed hete upon the
suggested Russian plea. “This, in bri_ef., is
that the action of the powers in opposmg
the Manchurian agreement will make it
impossible for Russia to leave Manchuria
at all. The comment upon this suggested
plea is that Russia deliberately proposes
to commit a greater offensd in the per
manent seizure of Manchuria, if the powers
will not conmive at a lesser one, in atlow-
ing her to make a secret and private agree-
ment with China.

This plea, it is said, would be laughed
out of any court of international law, go
disingenious is it. Russia is displeased be-
cause the powers discouraged China from
signing the agreement; yet Russia herself
joined with the other powers in under-
taking to avoid any such private arrange:
ment involving the acquisition of Chinese
territory. Kven if she persists, even if
she forces China to sign the Manchurian

agreement, there is no obligation upon the °

powers, and certainly not upon the United
States to whom this Russian pledge was
given, to look upon it as binding at any
point. By the same reasoning, should
Russia, failing to secure an agreement,

continue in Manchuria beyond a reason-

able time, there is no obligation upon any.
power to respect her title and it may be
predicted that this subject will lead to
controversy of the gravest character.

Lengthy Discussion Over the Desirability of Letting the
Company Do Wrecking--Hon, Mr. Tarte in Sup-
port of the Bill. .

Ottawa, April 3.—The banking and com
merce committee had up for consideration
today the question of establishing a Cana-
dian Lloyds. The bill asked for incorpor:
ation of the St. Lawrence Lloyds, the ap-
plicants including F. IL. Clergue, E. V.
Douglas and F. 8. Lewis, of Philadelphia;
Senator MacKay, Senator Dandurand.
Hugh A. Allen, D. W. Campbell, Geo. k.
Drummond, Robt. Reford and John "Lor-
rance, of Montreal. The company asked
for power to carry on the business ol
ocean marine, fire, inland marine and
transportation insurance; and also foi
power to navigate on the lakes and rivers
of Canada ice breakers and wreck reliev-
ing steamers and other appliances for the
same object.

The company also asks authority for aid
in shape of subsidies, grants of money
from individuals, corporations or govern-
ment. The capital stock is fixed at $5,000,-
000. Influential shipping interests at
Montreal are back of the bill, it being
contended that the Canadian shipping
business is suffering from excessive marine
insurance on the St. Lawrence route.

Mr. Geofirion explained the provisions
of the bill. Mr. Leighton JMecCarthy
thought it would not be wise to give the
company power to carry on a wreckage
business in addition to insurance. Senato:
Dandurand veplied that another wreckage
company is badly needed on the St. Law
rence. The Elder-Dempster Company had
suffered « large loss as an example through
one of thieir vessels hanging on a rock for
eight or ten days for want of a wreckage
tug to assist it.

My, Monk objected to the clause giving
power to ask for subsidies. If there was
such a need for the company it should bc
able to get along without assistance.

Mr. Barker, Hamilton, objected to the
mixing up of insurance and wreckage com-
nanies.

Mr. Tarte said the high rates eunforced
by tlie English Lloyds had crippled the
shipping business on the St. Lawrence. Tt
would be useless to improve the rvivers
and harbors if these discriminating rates
continued to prevail. Ile had no doubt
resent companies would oppose the bill,
but they would not give any guarantee of
reduced rates it the harbors and rivers
were improved.

Mr. Bickerdike thought the minister of
public works unfair in this statement.
The companies had assured the govern-
ment that the rates would fall with im-
nrovements.

Dr. Russell, Halifax, supported the biil
as presented.

Senator Cox, in behalf of the Western
and Dritish Canadian companies, said the
rates would be regulated by the safety of
the channel. 1le opposed giving the com:
pany wreckage privileges, and if. these
special privileges are given one company
they should be given to all companies
alike by an amendment to the federal in
surance act. -

Mr. Kenny, of Toronto, for the under-
writers, quoted statistics showing losses
for five years back, the losses on cargoes
totalling $1,736,144, the premiums paid
$903,681. Writing off 20 per cent. or cost
of management this left a net premium
payment of 722,944, making a net Joss on
the business done of more than $1.080,000.
Of this loss $199,000 was-incurred between
Montreal and Quebec and the'oper sea.

Mr. Bond, of the Underwriters’ Asso-
ciation, made a strong protest against the
combination of wreeking and insurance
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business and he said such a combination
was always recognized as a very danger-
ous principle. Mr. Bond denied there was

a monopoly of marine insurance and said
that rates were fixed in accordance With
the losses. He also said that he attended
a marine insurance meeting in london
and that there great objection was taken
to-the assertion that there was discrimin-
ation against Canada. Iie said that they
were anxious to do what was right by
(Canada, and that if the St. Lawrenee
route was improved the rates would sure-
ly come down.

Improvements needed were in regard
to lights, buoys and pilotage.

Sir Louis Davies made a defence of the
government in” connection with the light
and buoy service. Mr. Bond admitted the
good work done in regard to lights be-
tween Quebec and Montreal. Sir Louis
quoted the testimony of several sea cap-
tains to the effect that they knew of no
aids of navigation along the lower St.
Lawrence that were missing.

Mr. Tarte drew attention to the fact
that the representatives of the Allen and
the Elder-Dempster people and other own-
ers were among these applying for the bill
before the committee, and said that when
the managers of these companies were
taking such interest in the question there
must in the matter of rates be something
wrong in the state of Denmark. The op-
position to the bill secmed to fizzle oub
when the committiee came down to con-
sider the clauses of the bill. The com-
pany has power to do fire, marine and in-
land insurance business and to carry on
a wrecking business, maintaining ~ ice
breakers and wreck-relieving steamers, but
it was not decided that the company
should only be allowed to put 25 per ¢ent
of its capital into the wrecking business.

Mr. Borden did not think it was right
to give this company rights other insur-
ance companies did not possess.

Mr. Fielding said any other company
which applied for power to do a wrecking
business would have to get it, but he did
not think there was any necessity to add
a wrecking clause to the insurance agt,
as this would probably be the only com-
pany which would ask for it.

Nenator Cox said his companies would
like to have the same rights, and he would
ask to have a clause added fo the imsdr
ance act. : L

Major Bond said he would like to bave
a wrecking plant, and would subseribe
towards getting one, but he wanted it képt
apart from the insurance business.

The limit of the company’s dealing i8
the real estate was placed -at ‘$25,000 eacéh
year. i

Mr. Ward asked if the govetrnment’ was
cuaranteeing the company, ‘and i it was
certain it would reduce the rate.

Mr. McCarthy and Mr. Bérden 'cliimed
that other compantes ‘should ‘have the
right to reccive or ask aid, and that if
this principle was admit{ed an amendment
should be made to the insurance act.

Alr. Fielding said there was no doubt
the company had ‘come forward with the
hope of getting government aid 'in view of
the special circumstance of the case; how-
ever, the clause giving it power to receive
bonuses or aid in money or land was not
necessary.

The clause was struek out.

The act expires at 'the expiration of two
years unless the company goés into ‘actual
operation in that time,
ported.

A

i

The bill ‘was re
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