WHNE’® SEMI-WEEKLY|'TELEGRAPH | republic, so that they will not be well

Cradock on the line of #ail vay from Port | 200 feet long, 36 fest deep snd 45 feet
Elisabeth north, * by which 1'ne| Wide. It.will be “uilt uo and sunk into
ons may go' gl 6 the its proper place »hen ready.

Orange Free BState or to Kimberley:| Fr LE A Sroor,.—Soms parson or per-
Apart from the question of abandoning | sons ars credited with stealing the small
the territory between Btormberg and |sloop, Molis G, fron har qnarters at:
Q1ennstown, the Iatter is & much better | "Ailiidgeville. The yacht was taken
strategic position than the former. 1:}&way sbout & wesk 2go and since then
has the farther advantage of leaving the her owrers have uot been able to locate
Boers in s state of nu:certaiuty as to Sir -
Ridvers Buller's intentione, for from| I-C R—The extra men empisyed on

Qasenstown he ‘¢an move his camp to | D8intenance work by tae I C. R, be-
East London and Durbap; or to the|t™een here sud Shediac were laid off

Orange border at Bethulie, or to Coles. E:::;hvy”giz‘g: "J'?’trxil 'lls. c:gnfuetonényt
ng a
be'g or to Kimberley. Which of these | thig time. ' Abont 75 men comp’fme :ge

courses he will take is not known to any- | extra hands,
one but himself. Bir Radvere possesses| gussyx Warsz Szavice—The question

the quality of silence in an eminent de- | of im
proved water service for Sussex

gree. Perhape it may be interesting o | will gome before the board of trade of
our readers to hear the opinion of him | that piace thig week, the necesslty of
thatis hell by Archibald Forbes, the lﬁnvrovomm being ~ pointed out by
famous war ¢ rrespondent, who has been ”;::'".fngi vii:ank and Peter Clinch,
with 8ir Redvers Buller in many cam. . tﬂernﬂen.
paigne. Mr, Forbes says:— IncrEASE ALLRouxp.—~The imports at
SiA Entlmo;ev l;?lhlbhh icnmm:!nder than | Bt. J°h“:°ﬂ"8 October were $458,842 an

r Evelyn Wood is his friend snd com- | compared with $273 653 in October 1898,
rade, Bir Redvers Bullsr. Like ,Woc ‘s | The duty collec:ed wee $72.650 63 againet
Baller was one of Lord Wolseley’s men. | $62314.10 In the 8ams month (aat year
fasdts o e Brven ot 4ble | T exporle were $520555, wiis ‘tney

on, wi r 18

with him in the Ashantee, &rvod under e inm-lsgs.
him throughout the Zala war, served| DRy Dcck ComMirrEE, —The committee
with him in the Egyptian campaign, and | on the dry dock question met at the city

wea his chief-of staff in the Nile expedi- .
ton. When I first visited Wood’s|P0lIdIoE Saturdsy morning, and, on

camp in Zululand, I found ;ggg:g?;agh tlht;pm:y;r.mwent to the
Buller there in command of some 800 pspacted the properties
volanteers, irregular horsemen, or, per- ;;'klfd "?3:1 by Mr. ﬁCOTEBHFOberuon, M.
hape rather, mousted infantry; a strange, | o & ide c&n:lm i d" Will meet again
;!{g.ihet;meneoua b"lldl' whmx:i Baller | 16Xt ¥riday fo decide on the matter.

eld in thesternest diecipline, and made 8; .

do wonders ipjfighting and marching, by e L :Appo lntmex':t
sheer force of character, A stern-tem- to the charge of Silver Falls perish, in
mmd’ rnthle"' ..mue map, with a succesgion to the late Rav. D. J. Gal.
gift of grim gilence not less than a | lagher, has mot yet been meds, but ig
g!tt of curt, forcible expression on |expected this week. Rev. M. Murphy,
occasion. B e .owed these des- | sssistant to Rev. T, Cacey at 8t. Dunstan’s
persdoes with & rod of irom. Y-t|church, Fredericton, i¢ mentioned ss
while they feared him, they bad ,8 sort | likely to bo appointed. -

of dog-like love for him, Buller's ad-
vancement has been exceptionally rapid;

—— 3

by the Dutch, who were determined to|is in mno immwediate danger, for
d:lu her out of South Africa. sny force asmaulting Ladysmith haes

—— u; ic;:nno .d lolla.g way ovorhm o;;!on

) an certain suffer

When war was declared the British Env} let, By Ghls s Ceneel
force in the Transvaal was far foo small | wpice g probably well intrenched and
for its successful defence againet the | 4o a certain extent secure from ordinary
large srmies which the Transvaal and | artillery fire, and his men are fa'l of

covrage and confidence. They kuow
the Orange Free State were able to rlace Shet they will be relievad as so:n an

in the field. No one estimates the Boer there are sufclent troops in Natel
army that invaded Natal at less than to do it and thgy will welcome
35,000 men, and some good authorities | the. opporiunity of getting even with

.|the Boers in sn engagement in
PIS I oe bigh W S S which the latter will not enjoy the ad-

mate includes, of course, the forces of the vantage of cover as they have done in
Free Btate as well as those of the Trane- | the other fights of this war. As to the
vasl. The British, on the other hand, | question of the re'ief of General White
bad less than 16000 men in the |$hst will soon be solved. The first six
; thonsand British troops of the army
colony of Natal, including the| .,y ought to resch Capetown todsy,
local forces, and the reinforcements they | and they may by in Natal by Thuraday
have received since have beem but 2{1 this w:olsﬂ%‘ll;;xo an; now “l“bot::I :hl::{
t .
trifiing. General White's army was at | SOSR0H . SR gy Tnd Natal, all of
first widely soattered, because it had to whom may be at Cape Town before the
guard many pointe, and political consid- | present week is ended, and ten thousand
erations influenced its distribution to 8 g!e ’ﬂm‘nil lmdsy b:“okn t%; .1'.‘1120:;.3.{;;::
cmsiderabls extent aud caused attempts ore this day . ol
fo b made to hold positions_that were | i ta 1 tgnds this Mo, L
really not tenable, such ss Dundee and | gvery day ought to improve.
Glencoe. B8iill, it was the wiser courze e
to make an attempt to defend | The worst seems to be past in respect
northern Natal, for it would have been | to tbe position of the Britisn focces in
looked upon asa timid policy to pursue | South Africa. On Wednesday last when
to abandoa so much territory to the en- | communication between Ladysmith and
emy without a struggle,and the peopls of | Darban was cut off and the Boers occu-
Natal would have locked upon them. | pied Colenso matters looked very black
gelves s ill-treated. The Britich gen- [indeed, not perhaps in the eves of
eral was therefors committed to & de- | military men, but to the public. The
fensive policy which involved a con.!trath of the matter is that since the
siderable e:ement of danger,and which | captare of the Irish Fusiliers and
would necessarily involve the abandcn- | Gloncestershire Rogiment, the public
ment of positions after the Boers, by | has losi all faith in General White, and
their flanking movements, had made it | a8 he had lost two battalions and a bat-
impossible to hold them without dan-|tery of artillery they were prepared to
ger. = | hear that he hal lost the entire army
committed to his care. This, no donbt,
wasan upnjast view of the situation, for
General White is a good soldier,although
he has bzen unforiunate, The loss

paper and is xublhh.ll every | pleased fo have it oaptured. Practically
M“':“ a0d Baturday st $1.00 4 year, It | the entire available Freo State force is in
oonmbzt%t John, s company incor- | the field, either in Natal or in front of
e T‘ﬁowm%z Kimbeily, so that there is no army
Manager; Yaxzs Haxnay, Baor. : available to give even & tempor sry check
ADVERTISING RATES. to Sir Redvers Buller's army corpe.
What are the Free Staters to do when
" ocommercial advertisements

amm"m'mn of the paper =Each in- | they find that their own country is being
e rend ey u'Wang‘cb For Sals, etc,, invaded? They are hardly likely to re-
W somts for eash insertion in long sround Ladysmitb, for self-

Births, Marriages and Deaths | aIn long y s
entaTor s preservation is the firat law of nature,and

aents for each Insértion.
IMPORTANT NOTIGCE. if the Orange River were once orossed

-] Bir Redvers Bul'er’s army would be
Owing considerable number of com
12 &4 10 the miscarriage of lettars alleged able to reach Bloemfontein in = week,
esntain money remitted to this office, we s
0 request our subscribers and agents | even if the entire railway should be de-
nwwoﬂ’.‘.‘%’;ﬂ;ﬁr" m"“': stroyed by the Boers. On ths other
which case the remittance will be &t our | hand, it will take tte Orange Free Biate
Iu remi by checks OF post office orders | troops more than & week to march from
B P D K Tl s ayable | Ladysmith to Bloemfontein, 8o that the
= the business office of this | morrent Bir Redvers Bauller’s army is
rnxnhx.xlsmnm 8t' John; and | landed in South Africa the Free Siaters
ﬂﬂw&:ﬂ“h‘“m — have not & moment to lose if they would

save their capital. As a matter of fact
FACTS FOR SUBSCRIBERS. the Free Btate oapital omught fo be in
h m:m

names of no new sub | possession of the British before .the end
will be entered until the moneyis | of the present month, for there

bers will be required to for|are no natural difficuliies and
R e i ol ,“:mﬁ: no defensible positions  between
e paid. Therels no lw‘w‘g:"lz the Orange River and Bloemfontein
2‘-‘.’: for it pn'in _ : even if there were another Buer army to
dispute the advance of the British. The

d,
well of law that
nﬁl I:Illt p:;t rt}s:'d wmg?:lu Elnu' y who.-
takes & ps hl% the post O?iz whole country is a vast plain over which
: * | the British army will be able to march

s President Steynre seems to be fond of

annexation proclamations he may have
the pleasure of seeing one annexiog his
country to the British empire before he
is a month older.
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This pap:c has the largest
giroulation v the Maritime

The first five transports, carrying some
6,000 men of the army corps, will reach
Cape Town tomorrow if they make as
good a passage as did the Danotter

General White has been contending
-againat very superior numbers of the
enemy for a month, and while his losses

SrrickEN WitH PaRarvsis—Thursday

Provin Castle, which carried Genersl Buller
o and they certainly oaght to reach their | bave been hesvy and his movements|of the two batialions was due not|pq¢ aimost every step of rank he gained | morniug when the «teamer Hampstead
—— destination not later than Tuesday, as | DOt free from blunders he has on the |fo sny lack of emergy or vourage|in the face of the enemy, just a8 he won | 4yyived at indiantown ‘rom wp river one
Semi-Weekly Telegraph, |they are all large, fast boats, three of whols done well. It is swrely no amsll |on his psrt, but to & tactical mistake ge ‘Ytl:m:r;:l cmlahby :. “‘lﬂg:‘tgg;:g' of the passemgers, E. J. Webater, of
* | them being of the Castle I'ne. They will | #chievement to have stood off the enemy | born of over confidence. He expected to ¢ru.|i:bl: i th%‘:. v;;f. .;:'; s h": Wickham, wae stricken with paralysis,

He was taken in a coach {o the residence
of bis son-in-law, Wellington Erb, Vic-
foria stroet.

WxppED AT PLyM:uTH—Mr. George
Herbert Plampton, forms:1y of 8t. John
and now of Waterbury, Coor., was mar-
ried on Thursday last to Miss Gertrude,
daughter of Capt. Robert Gifford, of
Plymonth, Mage. Wr, and Mrs. Plamp-

ton are visiting M, G. W. Plampton,
Britain street.

TrE Aumror.m_Pm.m_l have two sus-
pects under arrest and have asked the
Bt. John department o heip identify
them. The names are given as Sheldon
and Webber. The description of Sheldon
served to answer that of John Jefiries,
ap umbrella mender, who belongs to St
Jobn, Ohief Clark wired the Annapclis
authorities.

S —
IN WixtsR QuarTers, — The steam
yacht Dream and the schoomer yacht

be able to check the Bosr right wing by
& brilliant etroke, and his plan might
have succeeded if it had been (tried
twenty-four hours (earlier.  Unfortun-
ately for its success the Boers had al-
ready occupied the position where he
proposed to check them and hold them
at bay, go that the British detachment
was surrounded, its ammunition lost and
it was compelled to surrender after a
desperate fight, Ganeral White has
gallantly taken all the blame for this
mishap, 8o there is no more to be said
about it. The public can now see that
the loss of these men has by no means
determined the result of the campaign,
and has very liitle eflect on General
White's position, The  British
army at Ladysmith, although
surrounded by the enemy, is
still in good spirita and no one doubts
its ability to hold its own. The defeat
it inflicted on the Boers on Thursday,
which was fully described in ocur des-
patches Monday, shows that so long as
its provisions and ammaunition do not
1ail General White’s army is safe. It is
also known that it has provisions for
fwo months and an ample supply of
smmunition for a much longer period.

The Boers having occupied Colenso in
force, a detachment of them. under Gen-
eral Meyer is supposed fo be now pro-
ceeding gouth towsrd Pietermaritzharg
and Durbar. The Colenso garrison got
off safely with all their stores, tents, kils
and camp equipage, although atiacked
by overwhelming numbers. The Boer
Iorce now believed to be moving south
from the Tugela Rivez, numbers at least
5,000 men, and if their advance isserious-
ly intended they are playing the
game of the  Brilish commandersin-
chie! very eftsctually. For as they are
advancing sgainst the capital of Natal
they will be carefal to preserve intact
the bricge at Colenso, which is their
only means of returning if they shoxld
be defeated, or by which reinforcements
can reach them. Pietexmsritzhurg is 106
miles from Colenso, and the Boers will
find it quite 8 tramp to traverse that
distance either on the railroad ties or
otherwise, for all the rolling stock has
been withdrawn from the line, and the
British force which evacuated Colenso
can do much €o check their progress
south, It will take the Boers at least a
week under the most favorable circam-
stance to reach Pietermari!zhurg, and
wher they get there they will probably
find themselv.s o:nfronted by a strong
garrison on which they can make 30
impres:jon, It is to be hoped that if
they ever reach Pietermaritzburg the
Boers will remain long enongh to give
the advance guard of the Briish forces
8 chanoce at them, but that is almost too
muech fo exp:zct.

for mo long & period and prevented them
from making any substantial progress
towards the conquest of Natal, which is
the object they have had in view from
the beginning. Their plan has been
to capture , Darban, and thereby p:event
the British from landing any troops
thers, and General Meyers bas no doubt
that idea in his mind at the present
time. Thisidea is not 8o wild as it may
appear at the first glance, for while it is
true that the British warships now at
Darban could use their 1)ng range guns
to protect the landing of the froops, it is
eqiaily true that heavy warahips can-
not enter the harbor of Daurban,
but would have to lie outside at a
considerabls distance, and that their
protection would therefore be less effi-
cient on that accomunt. It is probable,
however, that General Meyers is at pres-
ent too intent on the capture of General
White’s army fo be giving much atten-
tion to Darban. At present there are
but few troops in southern Natal, but
there aro a good many ships at Darban
and in its vicinity which would be atl»s
to send enough men ashore to hold back
the Boer army under Meyere.

gent him out to the eastern Soudan to
command & brigade in Sir Gerald Grah-
am’s first short expedition. Amply did
Buller vindicate the choice. It is not
too much to r.ver that by his cool, skil
fal handlingof vis brigade in the crisis
of thefight at Pamai he averted a dis-
aster that but for hig ccuaduct was inevit-
able, retrieved the all but desperafe
sitnation, and buttressed the fottering
fortunes of the British arms. Again,later,
on tte Nils, it was he who with charac-
teristic abruptness snatched the dischev-
elled remuoant of the column which he
found at Gubat out of the very
jaws of imminent peril, and re-
oconducted it, with a cocl promptltade,
that was all his own, back intoa region
of comparative safety. He shares with
the Duke of Devonshire the by no means
ungerviceable attribute of “you-be.
damned-ness.” I have watched S8ir
Redvers Buller’s career with the closest
attention and the foundest sdmira |.
tion., I regard him as the strongest
goldier of the British army foday; and
it he remains in the service and there
be hot work again in our time I predict
for Buller s great fighting career.
General Baller will cow have an op-
portunity of jastifying the good opinion
in regard to him which is thus wo well
expresged by Mr. Forbes, and vindicat-
ing the choice of the British government
in sending him to South Africe. If he
brings this war fo a victorious conclu-
sion he will -have won for himself un-
dying fame, for the couquest of the
Transvaal and the Orange Free State
will be the first atep in the creation of
s great South African dominion under

the British flag.

LOCAL NEWS

Nxw Mii—Mr, Obhae, H. firown has
finished building a new griet mill at
Lower Gagetown.

Brmweé TageN Up,— About hall the
$63.000 of alms house debentares have
been issued by the county secretary at
par.

Tae INLAND REvENUE receipte at St
John in Ostober were $21,361.07, being
féé%”‘“ less than the same period of

bespeedily fcllowed by the ships which
left on the three days following their
THE WAR IN SOUTH AFARICA. departure which carried altogether up-
— wards of 20,000 Britisheoldiers, Whether
8ir Redvers Baller, the British com- any of these troops will be sent to
mander-in-chief in Soath Africa, left | Naial will depend largely on the eitna-
Oap= Town with s portion of his staff on | (10, a¢ Ladysmith when they arrive at
Tuesday night for Darban, by way of Cape Town. If General White is hold-
East London. The distance from Oape ing his own and in no danger from the
Towa to East London by ses 18 about | oyeryheiming force that is attacking
650 miles and o Durban about 1,000, so him, the troops of the army corps will
that 8ir Redve:e can hardly te expected | ;o hgye their destination changed. On
fo reach Durban until rome time this|¢nq other hand, if General White is in
sfternoon, if he made any balt at East| g;menities he will be reintorced to the
Loadon. The latter vlace is the termi- | oyien¢ of four or five freeh battalions and
nus of one ol the branch lines of railway | ;1o pressure upon him relieved.
$hat run to the coast, from the main line s
from COspe Town north throngh the| 1he position of General White is ot
Orange Free Btate, and it and Fort|g,ppee the great question of the hour
Elisabeth, the terminus of snother | gng (hg one that it is the most difficult
branch line, are wsed for the landing of | ¢ gglye, Genmersl White says him-
goods destined for Kimberley, the die- | yo1; the¢ his ability to defend Lady-
ance being much shorfer than from |gyith hag not been impaired by the
Cape Town. It bas been assumed that | o4 of the two captured battelions. That
the British army corps,nowon its way to | i 41a0 the opinion of a msjority of the
the Cape, will be landed either at Port | 1) {4ry critics, some of whose views we
Elizabeth or East London, but if 80 they | 1qve glready quoted. Assuming these
will have to be transferred to tenders for | yjows to be sound, the severing of
these harbors are too shallow to permit | oommunication with Ladysmith is
large steamships to pass over their bars. | oy o matter to  excite alarm,
No doubt General Buller’s visit|,or pged i§ be mccepted ss & proof
$o Esst London is for the Dpur-|yng¢ General White's force has been
pote of ascertaining, by persomal|gygrrounded. Even if the latter should
observation the availabilily of the place prove to be the fact it would ocnly mean
for the landing of the army corps. If| gy g4 General White was in the position
fhere isa ses running passengers land-| o¢ 4 pgn besieged, for we must asswme
ing at Port Elisabeth and East London | g4 1o hag not neglested his defonces.
have to be let down from the steamship | wysh [lanty of long range gups he
fo the tender in & sort of basket,and | 4;,45]9 be able to stand off the Boer
occ! ally, if the sea is very high,| gy who will not be able to
Shey have to wali & day or two | y;gxg anything ont of an artillery doel,
untll 8 tender can take them off. It|yyjie the British gane are as well
would therefore be & risky thing to at-| gy gjeq ag they have been. The Boers
tempt toland an army corps, withits | g, 1ot seem inclined to come to c¢lse
baggage, at either of these piaces, and | 4y 4riers, and they will win no battles
perbaps, after all, Cape Town wilibe |y ¢heir present system of long range
the place selected for the landing of the fighting.
froops.

Whether Bir Bn;;u Buller intends
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Cove for the winter. The owners of
both yachts have spent & very emjoy-
able season on the river, and like the
mnjorlz of yachtsmen, are sorry the
season has come to an end.

Nxw CoMpaNy—Mesere. Frederick L.
Flewelling, W. L. Hamm, Benjamin W.
Thorne and A. P. Barnhill, of 8t. John,
and George Blipp, of Hampstes:d, ap-
zly for incorporation as the Maritime
Spice and Coflee Company, Limited,
with capital stock of $20,000, in $100:
sharer. The principsl places of business
will be at 8t. John.

SYRIPPING THE SAL;H.—ThO work of
stripping the eslmon in the Cail:fon
pond was commenced Monday aftarnoon,
snd up to last Tuesday nearly 100 fish
had been stripped of theiz spawn. These
operations. will last for & few days yet.
Fishery Overseer Miles and Mr, Mc-
Cluskey of the Grand Falis hatchery are
looking after the work.

Ixrrcrious Diszases—The hosrd of:
health report for the provincial fiscal
year ending October 31, ehows 221 cases:
of infectious disesse during the yesr in
8t. John. Out ofthis number 22 desaths:
resulted. There were 66 caves of diph-
theria and 13 deaths, 63 cases of typhoid
fever with five deaths,82 cases of measles:
with four deaths, and 10 casen of scarls:
fever with no deaths.

Nzw Ccur? oF CANADIAN FORES?ER?, —
OCoart Fundy, C. O. F., has been organ-
iz3d at Fairvill2 with the fillowing offie
cers: H P Allingbam, O R; J A Moore, J
P CR; Jos Scribner, V C B; Jas J Ber-
nett, R 8: Gsorge J Moore, F &; Fred
Trafton, Tressure;; C J Bonnell, Chap;
Benjsmin Ozden, 8 W; Lemuel Trafton,
J W; Ernest Ekestrom, 8 B; Nicholas
Nelson J B. The court was orgamized
by H C Martin and was inetitutea by the
D W HC R, Dr Preston.

I; was announced on Saturiay by the
British war cffice that Colenso, & point
on the railway between Darban and
Ladysmith, and fourteen mile: south
of the latter place, had been occupted
by the enemy. Oolenso was held by a
small force of sailors and marines and it
derives its importance from the
fact that at that point a rail.
wy bridge crosses the Tugela
river, the same river that is known
as the Baffalo in the lower part of ifs
course, The Tugels, at Colenso, is about
one hundred yards wide, and the iron
bridge which crosses it has five spans.
This river is slmost dry during the
winter, but in the spring and summer
by reason of the rains it becomes a
roar'ng torrenf, and it iz now said
to be in flood - Therefore, if the
bridge at Colenso should be de-
stroyed it would be a matter of
great difficulty to replace it or build
another, and the relief’of General White
would be delayed. The Boers, however,
will not be likely to destroy the bridge
unless they have given up all hope of
over-running sonthern Natal, and they
wil hardly ba fseling that way so early
in the game.

The prospect of the early arrival of a
portion of the army corps at Cape Town
$0 go to the front or to remain at Durban | gy eq it possitls for the British com-
or Pletermarlizburg is not known, and | ;4 der in chief to make s movement
probably will not be known for & dsy of | s tne yeliet of Kixberley. There is
two. Undoubtedly the tempiation t0 80|,y gpe British battelion, the North
fo the front at once will be strong, but, | 1.peasnire, in Kimberlay, the other
on the other hand, it would look like | /0,0 defending that place being made
lﬂp.ll.dlnl General White to do 80, snd up of local corpe. But at De Aesr Janc-
General Buller could not remain long a8 | 4,1 and in its vieinity near the south.
Ladysmith in sny case, for he will| \p porder of the Free State, the:e
naturally go with the larger army,| ., peen for some time & aonsiderable
‘which, it is expeocted, will march directly | 45,04 of British regulars, conaisting of
throagh the centre of Orange Free State. | 1} o 14t Munster Fasilie-s, the 2nd Berk-
Therearenowon thesea between England | o1y 05 and the 2ad Yorkshirer. These
and South Africs thirty British battale | ;000 have been held on the border for
ions of infantry, five regiments of oav- |y ¢ yorpose of keeping the railway com-
alry and ten batteries of artillery, mak- | ;;pi0tion gecure, but mow it is pre-
ing up s total of not less than 35,000 | ,5,04 to gend them to the relief of Kim-
men with 60 fleld guus, These are mot |, .,y which is besieged by a Boer foree
all the British soldiers that are bound ¢ of 6,000 mep.

South Africa, for there ars some who ; —

mto::n Wld:}‘ﬁ b‘:; 'l“h :5‘300 men| The losses and dissstera that have
st his disposal, Gen. Ba!lsr ghould very

quickly turn the tables on the B.ers. If :ohll;: theh Blm:;h 1n ts: “: 'M:::
the froops sre landed a: Kact|28Ve been wholy due fo the Isct tha
London they will be within 28¢|the government did not expect a war
miles by ra:]l of the southern bor-|and did not therefore make adequate
der of the Orange Free State and 401 | preparations to meetif. Tne Boers began
miles from Bloemfontein, the capital | to mobolize their forces as early as the
of that little republicc The railway |5th of Beptember, and they had large
over which the troops will be moved is | armies on the borders of Natal and Cape
of 3 feet 6 inches gauge, and therefore | Colony on October 4 when they is.
of sufficient capacity to carry an army | sued their ultimatum which made
and its impedimenta expeditiously and | war certain. The Boersthroughout were
comfortably. The railway is in good | played a treacherous game, while the
condition as far as the Orange river, on | British government were not ouly sin-
the borders of the Free Biate, and when | corely desircus of peace but fally be-
the British troops reach that point they | lieved that pesce would be maintained.
will be within 121 miles of the Free | Itia better that it should have been so,
State capital, It is not much of a capital, | even at the cost of some losses at the
$o be sure, for it has only 3800 white | beginning of the war. for it will prove to-
and 2500 black inhabitants, but|the world that this has not been & war of
it is the best the Free Btaters have, and | aggression on the part of owr mother
she only fown of apy size in the'conntry, but has been forced upon her

CreariNGg House ReTURNS for the week
ending Thuraday, November 2 are
$589 540; corresponding week last year,
$586 692,

New Compaxy.—Mr, B, W, Thorne, for
years with Messre. Dearborn & Co,, is
forming a company to carry on the
spice businese.

Laree INcreasE.—The Ostober cus-
toms receipts at S°. John were $73,180.-
70, an increase of $10,485.21 over the
same period last year.

I, O. R. RaiLs—The Norwegian steam-
er Brataberg has been chartered to bring
two cargoes of steel rails from Phila-
delphia to this port for the I. C. R,

FinanoraL —Af the 8t. John branch
and agencies of the government savings

bank the depoaits in Ostober were $59,-
344 86 and the withdrawals $56,773 80.

Avrms House Bonps—The county sec-
retary has disposed of at par the whole
of the $13,000 of slms house debentures,
for which tenders were recently asked.

PromoTION —Mr, Alexander Thomps-n
of the post office depsrtment, has been
promoted from third (11ss to second claes
clerk. The promotion takes place
November 1.

To CaxTErBURY—Mr, W, F. Barnhill,
of Fairville, has finished his season’s
work at Fairies’ Cove, and has removed

his portable lhlnﬁla mill to Canterbury
for the winter. e takes a sma.l gang
of men with him.

1. C. R. Teeminvs,—The heaviest and
largest gection of cribwork for the new
whatf built by Mr. G. B. Mayes W88 | yhart go that the work of dischsrging
towed from the West End F:idly by ' and 10!’“Dg CARrgo CAR he more 533“»]!
two tugs and pliced in position. If is accom 1 ehec. g

The oapture of Colenso cuta oft General
White from all communication with the
outside world and throws him entirely
on his own resources. He is there with
his little army of twelve thousand men,
hemmed in by the Boers who surround
Ladyamith on all sides and have estab-
lished their batteries to the south of
the town, as they had previously done
to the north, east and west. The
complete investment of Ladysmith tock
place on Thursday some time after noon,
and eince then there has been no direct
commaunication with General White.
All that is known is that on Thursday
morning & brisk artillery dusl com-
menced and that it was continued up
to the time when communication
ceased. In this dwel the British were
more than holding their own, and
their guns a:e much more rapidly
served than those of the Boere. Prob-
ably this artillery combat will be fol-
lowed by an aesault, and if so, we shall
bear of hu:s fighting soon; but an as-
sault on Ladysmith is jast what the
British general wiil desire mostf, for it
will give him a chance at the Boers in
the open country, & kind of warfare they
do not like.

No doubt{ General White has for a
long time been contemplating the pos-
sibility of being invested, and has taken
such precautions against it as lay in his
power. If he has plenty of ammunition
and is well sup;lled with provieions he

GoverNMENT MER?ING.—The local gov--
ernment will meet in Fredericton %o-
night and will be in seseion for geveral.
daye. Among the matters to be con-
pidered is the question of the fand for
the New Brunswick Transvaal contin-
gent. His Honor Licut. Gov. McClelan,.
Premier Emmerson, Hop, L, J. Tweedie,
Horn. A. T. Duun, Horv. C. H. Labilloie
and Hon. L. P, Farris were in the city
5.-1: eveoing and go to Fredericton to-

ay.

At BAND Poin*—The C. P, R, alevator

at Sand Point was receiving grain on
Saturday. A few cars of western freight

has arrived at the point and has been
placed in the warehouse to await
shipment. It will only be =
short time until the winter port
business will come with & rusbk. Every-
thing at the point will be ready for &
big winter’s basiness. Messre. Troop &
Son, agents for the Elder Dempster 8 8
Co., hbave asked the city 40 gst No. 2
warehouee in readiness for their stesm-
ers, the first of which w!l! arrive
November 23:d, when the stesmer Mont-
rose is expected. They aleo sak that
a platform five fest wide be buil: from
the warehouss floor to the edge of the

Sir Radvers Baller, the British com-
mander in chief in Scuth Africa, is still
in Cape Town, the news of his having
13ft for Darban being & mistake. "That
mesaus that he has confidence in White’s
ability to maintain his position. He
has been making some changes in the
arrangement of his forces which are
puzzling the military experts. For in-
stance the camp which was at Storm.
berg, in Cape Colony, some distance
south of the borders of Orange Free
State, has been removed fifty miles
farther south, fo Queenstown. Bir Red-
vers has probably good reasons for this
change. Qaeenstown is about 100 miles
distant from the port of East London and
lies on the line of rallway from East
London to Bethulie, on the southern
border of the Orange Frees State. But
Queenstown is alzo & railway janction
for & branch line goes from there to

Windward have been laid up in Marble -

e




