
ROYAL COMMISSION 
LOR CURRIE CASE

TERRE FIGHTING SOUTH OE 
SOMME AND AT ARMEiïlERES

The British Make Some 
Progtess East of Amiens, 

Announces Marshal Haig
London, April 25—Australian and1 English troops have recaptured 

Villers-Bretonneux ' and taken more than six hundred prisoners in that 
region. Field Marshal Haig reports from headquarters tonight.

Further to the north on a line from Ballleul to Wytschaete there 
has been very heavy fighting and the allied troops were obliged to with
draw from theif positions.

The statement says :
“The French and British positions from north of Ballleul to east of 

Wytschaete have been heavily clacked all day. There was fighting of 
great severity on the whole of this front, particularly in the neighbor
hood of Dranontre, Kemmel and Vierstraat.

"In the course of repeated attacks and counter-attacks the allied 
troops have been compelled to withdraw from the positions they held 
this morning and the fighting continues.

"South of the Somme several counter-attacks launched by Austral
ian and English troops last night against the positions gained, by the 
enemy yesterday
ward to within ^ short distance of our former front and resulted in the 
capture of ovef six hundred prisoners. The village, is now in our 
hands."

CARS DEMOLISHED 
INBÀDWRECKÀT . 

KENT JUNCTION

Despite Declaration of Mr. LeBlanc, Restigouche, 
that Government Had No Right to Investigate 
Charges of Defrauding the Crown Brought by 
Hon. Mr. Baxter Against Speaker of Legisla
ture, it was Decided to Probe the Accusations 
—Bill to that Effect is Given Second Reading— 
will be Serious for Somebody, Says Premier Fos-

All Through Wednesday and Thursday Armies 
Before Gty of Amiens Swayed Back and Forth 

A <■ with Anglo-French Forces Contesting Every 
Inrh of Ground Between the Somme and the 
Oise—Villers-Bretonneux, Scene of Most Bitter 
Carnage, Re-captured by Australians and Eng
lish—Germans in Second Great Simultaneous 
Drive Repulsed in North at Mount Kemmel.

Fast Freight Running From 
Montreal to Halifax is 

Thrown from Rails.

NINE CARS IN A
MASS OF WRECKAGE ter.

in and around Villers-Bretonneux carried our line on-
Two Plunge Down Embank

ment—Road Blocked 9 
Hours—No One Hurt

Special to The Standard.
Cable to N. Y. Tribune and St John Standard.

(By Arthur S. Draper.)
London. April 25.—On both the Somme and the Arm- 

entieres fronts fierce battles ate being waged. All through 
Wednesday and Thursday until night the armies on the front 
before Amiens swayed back and forth with the Anglo-French 
contesting every inch of the ground between the Rivers 
Somme and Avre.

Vdlers-BretoSmeux wae the scene of the 
fighting, the British finally succeeding in gaining definite pos- 

Hangard-En-Santerre is now in possession

Fredericton, April 25.—Despite a rather passionate 
declaration from Mr. A. T. LeBlanc of Restigouche, Mr. 
Currie’s colleague in the Legislature, that Hon. J. B. M. 
Baxter, who formally presented the Currie charges to the 
House should resign his seat if those charges were not pro
ven, and an emphatic expression of belief that the charges 
were based on rumors and consequently the gavernment 
had no right to investigate them, the government this 
morning decided to refer the charges to a royal commis
sion and before the day’s session had been concluded a bill 
authorizing the appointment of such commission had been 
introduced and received its second reading.

When the matter came before the House shortly af
ter the opening of the morning session Mr. Baxter moved 
his formal resolutions for a committee of the House.

Dr. J. Roy Campbell Is 
Praised By Ministers

Special to The Standard.
Moncton, April 25.—Traffic — 

northern .division of the C. G. R. 
tied up eight or nine hours this after
noon and. evening by a freight smash 
ih> near "Kent Junction. A section xbf

damage
suiting to the rolling stock and 
freight, but no one injured.
VhHne freight cars left the 
ing thrown In all directions 
two cars turned completely over roll- 

embankment

Premier Foster and Ex-Premier Gifford W. 

Robinson and Hon. Mr. Baxter Take Occa
sion to Eulogize St John Gty Member for 
His Work on St John Assessment Bill

e rails, be- 
. One orsession of it.

of the enemy. .... „ ..
In the north the Germans attacked Mount Kemmel last 

night but were repulsed. This morning they resumed their 
tacks, widening the battle front until it runs north to the 

Ypers sector.
A violent bombardment preceded the drive. This is the 

first time since the opening of the spring campaign that two 
major thrusts have been made by the enemy simultaneously. 
In neither case has the battle reached a point where it is pos
sible to estimate the success of the operation, but apparently 
the British and French troops are offering a more stubborn 
resilience on the front, of Amiens than the Germans have
countered hitherto.

Regain Ground.

Severallng down an 
cars were probably smashed beyond

The freight was scattered In all 
directions and there will be consider
able loss. Auxiliary crews at scene 
of wreck had the line clear about 
eleven tonight.

The Ocean Limited from Halifax 
was held at Harcourt until the wreck 
was cleared up, while the Ocean from 
Montreal was detained west of the 
wreck. The spreading of a rail or a 
broken truck is believed to have 
caused the wreck.

Mr. Foster proposed an amendment to refer * the 
charges to a royal commission. It was approaching the 
end of the session, he said, and with members desirous of 
getting away to their homes he did not want to keep the 
House sitting until the committee had completed its inves
tigations. He said if the charges were proven it would be 
serious not only for Mr. Currie but for others. If they 
were not established the men who made the charges 
would at least stand in an unenviable light. He would have 
a special act prepared at once to authorize the commission.

(Continued on page 2)

Acknowledge* Tribute.
Dr. Campbell acknowledges the tri

bute, disclaimed any special credit 
calling attention rather to the work 
of professor Kierstead and the other 
gentlemen who had been associated 
with his in the framing of the bill. 
Professor Kierstead was In the gallery 
to see the measure passed. H may 
be truthfully said that Dr. Campbell 
is generally recognized as one of the 
most useful members of the legisla
ture. He Is an indefatigable worker 
and most faithful In attention to his 
duties. More over his broad know
ledge and legal training combine to 
give him the qualities of an able and 
excellent representative. Although a 
comparative novice In political life 
there 1s no man In the house more 
highly esteemed or whose advice is 
more frequently sought

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, April 25—When the 

St. John assessment bill -was before 
the House tonight it almost made a 
record for speedy passage. The bill 
Is a lengthy and particularly compre
hensive one, but so well was It drawn 
and so clear were its provisions that 
With the exception of a few sectlont 
which were allowed to stand over the 
House assented to it very quickly.

An unusual but absolutely warrant
ed feature of the consideration of the 
bill was that Hon Mr. Baxter from 
the Opposition, Premier Foster and 
Hon. C. W. Robinson from the Gov
ernment took occasion to eulogize 
Dr. J, Roy Campbell, M. P. P.. of SL 
John for the splendid work he had 
done in connection with the measure 
and the clear concise manner in which 
Its provisions had been explained 
both to the House and in committee.

HOW THE GALLANT 
BROCK WAS KILLED

en-

Dover, Eng., April 25—(By the Asso
ciated Press)—It was while charging 
along the Zeebrugge Mole at the head 
of a party of fifteen seamen that acting 
Wing Commander Frank A. Brock, 
who developed the smoke screen for 
the attack on Zeebrugge and Ostend, 
was killed, according to an account 
given today aboard the cruiser Vindic
tive by one of the Brock party.

"Commander Brock,” said the sea
man, "was among the first to leave the 
Vindictive. Armed with a Winchester 
and a truncheon, he led us across the 
narrow gangway to the Mole and then 
with a shout beckoned us to follow 
him toward the outer end with the 
object of storming a German battery 
of eleven-inch guns. He had not gone 
many yards before he was hit with a 
machine gun bullet. 1 do not know 
whether he fell into tite water or not."

Though the Guarda^and
LEGISLATURE MAY 

FINISH TONIGHTlrgs?§a*£f|
to counter-atack during a pause and 

of the ground lost in the
ROBERTS HEALTH 

BILL IS PASSEDfirst rush, which carried the Germans 
right through Villers Bretanneux and 
Into the woods beyond. ,

This is highly encouraging, snow
ing that the Anglo-French army still 
has punch after the long and bitter 
punishment it has suffered. Though 
the thrust has the appearance of a 
local attack. It is likely it is prelim
inary and part of a more ambitious at
tempt to reach Amiens.

Meanwhile the northern battle has 
developed a second phase there Lu- 

Mendorff Is trying the break through 
his attacks 
are co-ope

rating with the British in goodly num
bers on this front- During the last 
week the enemy brought up many
Uou-.y » uns ai the neighborhood of 
Wytschaete, which is still being shell
ed from three sides, but the British 
and "French hold a distinct adyantage 
as their positions overlook the whole 
cc untry side and Kemmel lends itself 
to defence.

Midway between Kemmel and Wyt
schaete the ground is less than half 
the height of Kemmel, but unless 
Kemmel is stormed it would be im
possible for the enemy to debouch to 
the Ypres plains. The situation is too 
obscure to give any details, but it is 
apparent that the Germans are mak
ing a desperate attempt not merely a 
diversion.

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, April 25.—With the 

health bill out of the way the 
legislature tonight made rapid pro
gress with its other legislation. 
The restitutionary bill was passed 
without opposition. The St. John 
assessment bill was passed, nil 
but a few sections which were al
lowed to stand over, and at 12.05 
the House adjourned, after prob
ably the heaviest day of the ses-

LORD ROTHERMERE 
RESIGNS AIR POST

In Its Accepted Form Some of More Ridiculous 
Features are Eliminated, but it Will Still 
Stand on Statute Books of Province as Mon
strosity of Legislation, Particularly Drastic 
in Some of its Provisions and Foolish in Most 
of them—Government Majority Three.

k Secretary of State for Air Forces, Brother of Lord 
Northdiff e, is Broken in Health — Sir William 
Weir May Succeed.

Just before the House adiourned 
Hon. J. A. Murray asked Hon. C. 
W. Robinson, who was leading the 
House in the absence of the 
Premier, If the order paper was 
sufficiently clear to Indicate wheth
er prorogation could be hoped for 
by Saturday morning. Mr. Rob
inson said he was almost certain 
the House would prorogue by that 
time; in fact If good progress was 
made tomorrow prorogation might 
almost be reached tomorrow night.

If prorogation is reached by 
Saturday the session will have 
lasted sevdh weeks and two days. 
More than 115 bills have been in
troduced.

Supplementary estimates In sup
ply will be brought down tomorrow 
and it is expected the Lieutenant- 
Governor will visit the House on 
Saturday morning „ to give royal 
as*nt to the bills passed.

Ypres by concentrating 
"on Kemmel. The French

to

DOMINION PULP CO.
RAISES PAY OF 200

member of the government there was 
considerable opposition because he 
was a newspaper proprietor and all 
through his administration attack* 
have been made on him in parliament 
on the gAmnd that it is Improper for 
a government4 minister to serve In a 
dual capacity.

Although the Northcllffe press is 
critical In its attitude since the inclu
sion of Chamberlain In the war cab
inet, there have been no signs that 
Northcllffe intends to quit his official 
positions.

This is the fourth important change 
in the cabinet in the last week, Lord 
Milner having succeeded Lord Derby 
as war minister and Chamberlain hav
ing been* put In Milner’s place. There 
are persistent rumors that Lord Wim- 
born, lord lieutenant of Ireland, intends 
to resign soon.

By Arthur 8. Draper.
(Special to New York Tribune and SL 

John Standard.)
London, April 25—After five months 

as British air minister, Lord Rother- 
mere, brother of Lord Northcllffe, and 
financial genius of the Harmsworth 
family, has resigned, giving poor 
health as the reason for his action. 
For the last fortnight he has been se
verely attacked by the political friends 
of General Trenchard, his chief of 
staff, who resigned because of a differ- 

of opinion on a question of poll-

Increase to be Granted in 
Chatham Next Pay Day 
Will be Voluntary.

to make the parents or "curators of 
children or imbecile persons" respon
sible for violations-of the law by those 
minors or imbeciles. Drastic penal
ties provided for comparatively unim
portant Infractions of the legislation 
were also considerably modified, but 
in the main the bill went through just 
as it left the hands of the gentleman 
who promoted it, a "fearful and won
derful" product of legislative genius.

The morning session was largely 
taken up in discussion of an amend
ment proposed by Dr. Roberts by 
which it was planned to place the ad 
ministration of Yhe public health in 
the hands of a minister to be desig
nated by the lieutenant-governor in
council who shall serve without salary 
or remuneration. By this me 
government hope to evade the 
ty of appealing to the people for rati
fication of the measure by the election 
of the minister entrusted with its ad 
ministration and despite the heroic 
protests of the Opposition to the effect 
that the innovation meant ap 

(Continued on page 2)

Special to The Standard.
Fredericton, April 25—The Roberts 

health bill passed the legislature to
night after practically the whole day 
being spent in its discussion. In its 
accepted form the bill has some of its 
more ridiculous features eliminated, 
but It will still stand on the statute 
books of the province as a monstrosity 
of legislation, particularly drastic In 
some of Its provisions and foolish in 
most of them. The fight in the legis
lature for It was a fight waged by the 
Opposition with some measure of suc
cess to prevent the people of this prov
ince from being saddled with a de
partment far too expensive and elab 
orate for the work It has to do result
ed In some changes In the legislation. 
One of these was the elimination of 
the salary to be paid to the minister 
of health, by Insisting on which the 
Opposition saved at least $1,200 per 
year to the people.

Another Foolish Section.
Another was the removal of a par

ticularly foolish section which sought

Special to The Standard.
Chatham, April 25—The Dominion 

Pulp Co. has voluntarily Increased the 
wages of Its employes 2% cents per 
hour. The new rate will come Into 
effect next pay day. About 200 men 
are affected by the new scale.

117,0000 Allied Prisoner*. •
Last night's blow at the French from 

southwest of Kemmel met with a sharp 
reverse, though the Germans used gas 
shells lavishly before going Into action.
This morning’s attack was also pre
ceded by a gas barrage, while the 
troops went over a couple of hours

Aside from the two great battles 
"there was some minor activity around 

FeetUbert and Robecq. Though on 
Tuesday night this portion of the Ar
men tleres front was violently bom
barded, Infantry actions did not do-

According to the latest German fig- employ 35,000 operatives.

D0MVÜJLE WANTS PEACE 
N. F. CONSCRIPTION

cy..qres they claim the capture up to April 
21 of 117,000 prisoners, 1,560 guns and 
several thousand machine guns. These 
figures are greatly exaggerated.

Wier May Succeed.
The general opinion prevail* that 

Sir William Wier, a member of the air 
council, will succeed Lord Bother- 

Following his return frôjRi Am
erica, the ministry was offered to Lord 
Northcllffe who declined it in a sharp 
letter to Lloyd George, which some 
interpreted as an indication of a break 
with the premier.

In,a letter accepting Rothermere’s 
resignation, the premier pays a high 
tribute to the work which has been

Ottawa, April. 25—in the Senate 
today, when the bi-llngual question 
among Quebec train hands was dis
cussed, Senator Domville declared 
that It was time the wolf and the 
lamb reached an agreement on this 
matter,

"It does not help toward peace, 
harmony and good feeling to have 
this question brought forward on 
every opportunity ”

New Bedford, Mass., April, 26—The
focessi.New Bedford textile council have 

made demands Tor an advance In 
wages in all ot the cotton mills and 
yarn mille here amounting to 25 per 
cent. The manufacturers have re
fused the request and a strike Is 
threatened unless a compromise can 
be reached. The New Bedford mills

CLERGYMAN KILLED

Springfield. Mass. April 25—Word 
has been received here that Rev. Wal
ter Handley, formerly curate of 

done In co-ordinating the air services. Christs Episcopal Church, has been 
When Lord Rothermere became s killed In action In France.
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