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THE REPORT ON THE MAIN STREET PAVING.

The findings in the report of the committee, ap-
pointed to hold an investigation under oath into l.hr‘
Main street paving contract will be received with
general satisfaction by the great majority of the citi-
gzens who placed no credonce . in the rumors and in
sinuations of gralt and general mismanagement of the
city's aftairs which have Leen more than hinted at In
certain guarters dur the lagt two months,

At the time the atfon started the facts which
led up to Mr. James Carleton’s resignation as Insgpector,
were briefly reviewed in The Standard, and the opinion
then expressed by this journal  that the charges of
graft and mismanagement did not seem to have any
solid foundation has been justified. The committee
in their reéport find that the city Is receiving “‘good value
for the money paid,” and that "no person in the city
government has received directly or indirectly, any
money, gifts, reward or promise of reward from the
contractor: their agents, neither has the evidence re-
vealed auyfmspiracy to defraud the eity through this
contract.”

At the outset of the investigation the idea was sought
to be conveyed that the committee were incapable of
performing their duty. The personnel of the commit-
tee, however, is sufficient to satisfy the public mind
that an impartial judgment on the evidence has been
given, Mayor Frink, the chairman, has the confidence
of the citizens in a marked degree, and is in receipt of
the highest honor they could bestow. Ald. Hayes, as
a suecessful business man, is highly thought of by the
community Ald, Jones was an official under the late
provincial government, and has retalned his responsible
position, which gives him a kéen insight into matters
affecting the city's interests. Ald. Holder has borne
the brunt of many civic elections, and his continuing to
represent the citizens shows that he retains their con
fidence, Ald. White, a new member of the council,
is engaged in business pursuits and occupies a prom
inent place in insurance circles. To thgse men no
suspicion of graft can attach. They had nothing to
cover up or condone, and their findings, which have been
adopted by the council, will be accepted as the result of
a painstaking and thorough investigation,

Mr. Carleton resigned because he was mnot satisfied
with the Hassam method of laying the concrete founda
tion—a method with which he was not familiar, On
this point the committee find that the city engineer was
blameworthy in not taking the inspector more into his
confidence, but that there was no evidence that the
engineer was coerced or influenced by any ome to adopt
this method. This situation appears to nave ariseu, as
the committee point out at the close of thelr report,
from a want of harmony between the inspector and the
city engineer. It is about the only evidence in the
report of any mismanagement on the part of a city
official and, while insignificant in itself, this mistake
of the engineer is to be regretted.

After Mr. Carleton resigned he made a statement
through the columns of the press that on certain portions
of the work the foundation was not of the required
thickuess, and the statement was made the basis on
which the investigation was held. The committee find
that Mr, Carleton's charge is proven, but that the ex
cessive rolling, which caused the inferior work, was
done under his own orders, given without the know-
ledge of the engineer and against the protest of the
contractors. They also express the opinion that he
should have applied for further instructions.

On the balance of the work the committee belleve
that the street is good and substantial. They base
their opinion on the reports of the assistant engineer,
and Mr. Dodwell, chief engineer for the Dominion gov-
ernment in the Maritime Provinces, who examined the
work in detail, and found it “good and satisfactory.” All
of which goes to show that the engineer was justified in
adopting the Hassam method which has been subject
to & good deal of not entirely disinterested criticism.

In & too evident desire to find some basis for a
charge of graft i bers of the eil, mueh
was made of a statement by Mr. Carleton that the
¢ity ‘was only receiving 50 per cent. of the value of the
specifications on the conerete foundation. The com-
mittee point out that the cost of this foundation is
onefifth of the whole pa ly $1,800,
and that Mr. Carleton’s statement, which he subsequently
modified to an expression of opinion, has failed to be

by and esti These were
made during the progress of the inquiry by Ald. Hayes.

“as it stands, it would have been impossible for the en:
“gineer to have permitted the use of machine mixed
“concrete.” 2

The committee significantly touch upon one of the
main reasons which gave rise to this agitation in the
closing lines of ‘this section when they state that
had the engineer permitted the use of the machine in-
stead of permitting the Hassam method “your committee
“feel confideént that there would have been no fault
“found, if he had deviated from the printed detailed
“specification.”

There have been, and doubtless will be again, oc-
casions on which the common council may justly be
the subject of criticlsm. The recent agitation, which
it is noteworthy died of inanition when the publicity
given to it ceased, was not one of these. It was, we
believe, promoted by certaln interests to discredit the
work of the successful tenderers, the Hassam Paving
Company, and out of this grew indefinite charges of
graft against the aldermen and city officials. The
inquiry has been thorough and above board, and the
evidence, which was published in the press and on
which The Standard refrained from commenting at the
time, justifies the findi of the

PUBLIC OWNERSHIP.

Birmingham is indebted to the Right Hon. Joseph
Chamberlain for the high position it holds among Eng
lish municipalities, It was during his terms of office
as. mayor that the great Warwickshire city started out
to own and operate its public services and utilities,
which it has done with conspicuous success, Among
them none has made more remarkable progress than
the electric supply department, which formed the sub-
ject of a series of articles on the government of the
midland capital, that are belng published by The Bir
mingham Daily Post.

A favorite objection to public ownership, says The
Toronto World, is that it lacks the enterprise of private
management, but this is certainly not borne out by the
record of British cities, Birmingham took over fits
electric service in 1900, the capital expenditure then
amounting to $2,400,000. In ten years it has increased
to $7,000,000 or nearly treble. But the surplus profits
have also continuously advanced, although the average
price received per unit of eleetricity supplied hap
tallen from a fraction of eight cents to two and a half
cents,

The rates have been reduced several times, this
being rendered possible by reductions in the working
coet per unit, these having fallen from four and a half
cents to slightly over one cent, Last year, the surplus
profit was over $100,000, half of which was contributed in
rate rellef. The reserve fund stands at $360,000, and
$80,000 has been put to a renewal fund account, Muni-
cipal ownership and operation of public services hag the
great advantage of enabling the citizens to get their
proper share of the benefits accruing from the success
of the undertakings,

PROTECTING THE FORESTS FROM RAILWAYS.

During the past season the forest destruction on this
continent resulting from fires set by locomotives has
run into millions of dollars, Too often the right-of-way,
piled thick with inflammable rubbish, furnishes a tinder
box for these conflagrations. The owner of destroyed
property along the line has found it almost impossible
under the present laws to get damages from the rallway
company, so difficult is it to fix the responsibility, and
20 expensive is the process of litigation,

In order to lessen the number of fires due to this
cause, the committee on forests of the Commission of
Conservation has proposed to make the railways pecun-
iarily responsible, It has recommended that there be
added to the Rallway Act a clause making them Hable to
a fine of $1,000, recoverable by summary prosecution be
fore a stipendiary magistrate or two justices of the peace,
for every fire started by sparks from their locomotives,
It makes no difference whether the fire beging outside
the right-of-way or spreads therefrom to adjoining land.
The railways are exempt from this fine if they can show
that they have the best modern applianceg on their loco-
motives to prevent the emission of sparks, that their
employes have not shown negligence In conduciug to the
starting of the fire, and that they have maintained an
efficient and properly equipped staff of fire-rangers,

This it a matter of great public ymportance and
public opinion should rally in support of the suggestion
of the Conservation committee. There is no sense in
vaving a hundred thousand dollars worth of timber in
a year by conservation methods, and permitting the de-
struction during the same period of time, of ten million
dollars worth by the carelesgness of railways,

The findings of the committee which Investigated
the Main street paving contract, go to show that
the Telegraph’'s protracted search for “the nigger in
the wood pile,” and its efforts to discover “the colored
gentleman in the under brush,” of which we have heard
so much of late, were so much paper and Ink wasted.
“The Ethiopian” wasn’t there,

CURRENT COMMENT

(The Toronto Telegram.)

A party that went right ahead, irrespective of the
race and ereed of any province, could not be much worse
off than the party which has tried to do nothing but
pander to the race and creed of one province, And R, L.
Borden, in the erisis of a general election, will carry
as many Quebec seats in the strength of Quebec's fear
that he might be strong enbugh in the other provinces to
win without its help, as he will ever carry in the

(Manitoba Free Prossy -

tor connects him wi
ed for. Crowds of Interested spectators
are conseq  ‘gonstantly in the vi-
cinity of the Brunswick Tele
< th in the main
build at the bition, near the
dining hall. Here itchboard of two
positions, one for local service in
the building, the other for L. D. con-
nection, in principle, the same as the
larger one used at the central ex-
change, may be seen, with two vpera-
tors at work conmecting the various
phones in the building with the main
exchange. 5
The booth 18 surrounded by a rail
ing spiked with insulators and the
walls are hung with different varieties
of phones and alse apparatus used in
outeide and underground construction.
Two public pay stations have been
placed here for the convenience of
patrons of the falr aud are being large-
ly used, also ten stationed through
the grounds,
Altogether the booth is most attrac-
tive in appearance and useful in effect
and the company &re to be congratul
ated on their consideration aud en-
terprise in installing it.
Telephone users are urged to re-
gard the following instructions when
making calls and thus help the ser-
vice:
There are three parties to a tele
phone call, the person making the call,
the telephone company, and the per
son called. It {8 mot sufficlent that
one or two of the above parties do
their work properly. The co-operation
of all three is necessary.
Telephone users may help the tele-
phone service by consulting the tele
phone directory before making calls
thus obviating the many errors due
to calling numbers from memory.
By speaking directly into the trans.
mitter in a clear, distinct volce,
By separating the figures of the tel.
ephone number when making a call,
For example, Main, one—two-~three--
four,

to the ear until the called party ans
wers or some report is given from cen.
tral office.

By being ready to talk when the
called party answers, As a matter of
courtesy the person making the tele.
phene call should not oblige the party
to wait his convenlence.

By answering telephone calls
promptly, 1f there is unusual delay
in answering the operator may re-
port, “Don't answer to the party call-
ng.”

By always glving the name of the
exchange before the number, for ex-
ample, Main 41, or West 41,

In telephone operating the human
element must be considered. The pub:
lic is human, Telephone operators are
human. The hastily spoken word and
its Inflection conveys whatever im-
pression each gets of the other. Un-

By correcting the operator it she CHARLES A. CLARKE'S,
repeats the number incorrectly. i
By holding the telephone recelver |'Phone 803, 18 Charlotte 8t.

ROBT. MAXWELL

Brick, Lime, S

Geanral Jobding Promplly and Neatly
done.

he irregularities

shape of tha Cm
and that they |
face properly.

There's one final test
In regard to glasses-=
do they show resulte,

If you've been troub-
led with headaches,
do your glasses stop
them?

It your sight has
been poor o your
plasses give you good
vision?

If the anewer to
these questions s

“yes,” you may be sat-
with your glass.
if not, bettér let
help you get the
right kind.

o remcnss

L. L. Sharpe & Son,

21 KING STREET,
@T. JOMN, N. B

Plums

The season for Plums is now on.
We have the different varieties,

Plums

Mason and Builder, Valuator
and Appraiser.

Tile, and Plaster
Worker.

Office 10 Bydney Gtress
el a8

der such conditions courtesy both on
the part of the operating force and
the public 18 like oil to machinery--
necessary to prevent frietion,

The enterprise of the telephone
company in establishing the exchange
in the Exhibition buildings has been
the subject of favorable comment,
They have further aceomodated the
visitors by giving a free long dis-
tance service to all points in the
province between the hours of 12 noon
and 2 p. m., which has been taken
advmitnv of and greatly appreciated
by all

198611
WILLIAMS,
18 Waterico 8t.

Ring up Main
a. w.

Have your
Heating
and
Plumbing
put In shape
for Winter.

Shilohs Cure

— e 8 —

OBITUARY.
Donald MebLean.

Captain Arthur MeLean, of the tug
Waring, received word last evening
of the death at Carter’s Point of his
father Donald McLean, who for many
years was a well known residend of
this city. The deceased was in the
68th year of his age, and had been
in poor health since Jast December.
During the summer he had made his
home at Carter's Point, on the river,
in the hope that the country alr would
be beneficial to him. This hope was
not realized, however, and It was soon
apparent that his illness would have a
fatal termination,
The deccased was Vi well known
in thig city, he having engaged
in the meat business on City Road
for a number of years, Latterly he
had been in the employ of F. 8. Purdy.

He Is survived by his widow, three
sons and two sisters, His sons are
Messrs, Roy, with the firm of E, L.
Jarvis; Harry, who is In San Francis-
co, and Captain Arthur McLean, of
the tug Waring. The sisters are:
Mrs, Eliza Sp and Mrs, I d
Dunphy of North End. He also leaves
two half brothers, one st Grand Lake
and the other in Michigan. The body
will be brought to this ¢ity for burial,

WINNIPEG WHEAT.

8t. John, N. B., Sept. 13~The Ogil-

vie Fiour Mills Co., ﬂ&’ly the

following quotations 3%! innipeg

wheat market:—
December—99%,
May—104%.
October—101%,
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Our New Catalogue
isready for dis-
tribution. Send
name and ad-
dress for a

Assurance Co. of Canada

Will support you in old age or look

G. C. JORDAN,

COAL and WOOD

BROAD COVE SOFT COALS, HARD
AND SOFT WOOD., GOOD GOODS

, ‘E:.:,%"Mm«m

The Sun life

after your family if you are pre
maturely taken away. 1t will
cost you comparatively
little each year.
ASK OUR AGENTS FoR prices,
Assets nearly $35,000,000.
Manager for N. B,

WilL RECEIVE PRONPT AND CAREFUL ATTENTION BY
Phone 543, - e CO. Led.

4

. ALL NEW YORK IS SINGING
“THE CUBANOLA GLIDE”
JUST RECEIVED IN THE FAMOUS

Columbia Records
MARITIME PHONOGRAPH CO.

o.o 1 9 1 1 ‘o.o

Desk Diaries, ' |

Gem Calendar Pads
BARNES & CO., LTD.

84 Prince Willlam 8treet.

SPRUCE CLAPBOARDS

MURRAY & GREGORY, Ltd.,
ST.JOHN, N. B.

SHINGLES, ROOFING and everything in

WOOD and GLASS for Buildings.

WATCM FOR OUR EXHIBIT AT THE DOMINION EXHIBITION

WE MANUFACTURE ALL KINDS OF . :

COPPER{ GALVANIZED IRON WORK

FOR BUILDINGS
Also Cast Iron Columns, Crestings, Sush Weights ete, etc
Now is the time to get your Skylights, Conductors Cor-
‘nishes, ete; repaired. We make a specialty of repairing
and gusrantee satisfaction.

J. E. WILSON, Ltd,

17 SYDNEY STREET, ST. JONH, N. B.

WE SELL—SCOTCH MARD AND

Promotiy Osilvered.
G, S. COSMAN & CO.
298240 PARADISE ROW,
Tolephone 1227,

The Real Lose,

Head Cashier of the Dazzle Deep

M were

carried ot £2000 be-

THE NEW BRUNSWICK
. TELEPHONE COMPANY, Ltd.

Exhibition
Exchange
Subscribers

When oalling for Exhibition Subscribers
ask for EXHIBITION EXCHANGE, then
give this operator the name of sub-

.goriber wanted.
Anderson, W. B, 8t. John Board of | Motor Car and Equipment Co., Lid,
Trade, Magee, D. and Sens, Ltd, Furs.

: ; Maritime Pitner | System,
Bank of New Brunswick, n e Gresior “Uﬂll"‘ ing §

Menzied, Geo, F,, Dining Hall,

McLaren, . K, Co, Ltd. )

Mclean, Holt Co.Glenwood Ranges

Police Headquarters, Exhibition.
Buildinge,

Duntop Tire and Rubber Goods Co,
Ltd.

Duniop, Cooke Co, Ltd, The Furs.

Exhibition Association, Adminis-
tration Offices, Willlam Taylor,
supt.

Estabrooks, T. M., Red Rose Tea
importer and Slender.

Press Room, Exhibition Bullding.
Phillips, T. 4., Confestionery,
Co, 4.
::rl-y e A, Automobiles

Fleming, M. d.

Gutta Percha and Rubber Mfa. Co.
of Teronto, Lid, The

Maritime Oxygenator Co.

\m::'::omco.,n.g.a‘,m

8t. John Railway Co, The =~
Standard Limited, The
| Telograph Publishing Co,

SAVE $1.00 PER TON

COAL-—--$4.25 per Ton-=~1,400 Lb. Load $3.10

. WINTER IS COMING, 8O ARE

Book Order ,mmf Wsin 1172; P O. Box 13; C.0.0. or Cash with Order
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