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KING OF STAGE ROBBERS.

BILL THE ELDER OF THE KEELER
BROTHERS. )

Jack the Younger Died Last Week— b
Elder Brother was Deeply Pained at Hear-
ing that Jack was a Bandit, but he Himself
Became a Greater one.

The death of Jack Keeler m bis shanty
away up in the Harqus Hala Mountains,
Arizona, last week has set the old-timersfin
the Territory to relating stories of the
careers of crime of the Keeler boys, and
especially of the truly wonderful method
in which the elder brother, Bill, conducted
highway robberies in southern Arizona
twelve or fifteen years ago. While “the
names of both Jack and Bill Keeler were
on the lips of every onein the Territory
for four or five years as the most abiquitous
of robbers, and people seldom took a long
jourrey by stage anywhere in Arizina
without fear that they might come upon
one of the Keelers, very little has been
known about them outside the territory.

‘The Keelers came from the neighbor-
hood of Sag Harbor, Long Island, in the
summer of 1873, when Jack was 20 and
Billl 23 years old. They were great,
strapping fellows, good natured and com-
panionable among the cowboys. They
soon became among the best cow punchers
in Arizona, and Bill was a champion pistoj
shot. The brothers had a row and separ-
ated, Jack going on west to Yuma, and
Bill remaining with bis bunch of cattle
near Tucson. Jack got acquainted with
several of the toughest highway robbers
ever fined n Yuma p iary, and
became infatuated with the career ofla
protessional highwayman that the convicts
pictured to him. One night two of the
prisoners escaped, and Jack Keeler turned
up missing.  The Indian runners and the
hounds at the prison were sent out, and a
reward was offered for the capture of the
convicts and Keeler, but they conld not be
caught.

Those were the days of the opening Jof
the Tombstone gold minés, and men had
begun to flock into the Territory from Cal-
ifornia and Nevada in wagons, on horse-
back, and on muleback. In less than a
week after the prisoners escaped and Jack
Keeler disappeared from Yuma, a series of
highway robberies began. They were
sometimes a week and sometimes several
months apart, but in each ot them there
were always two or three masked men who
did the business. There was strong sus-
picion that Keeler and his associates were
the robbers. They got together in less
than a year something like $15,000 from
men on the way to the new mines, and
-committed several murders in connection
with the robberies. Biil Keeler, at Tucson,
heard that theré was good reason to beliéve
his younger brother had become an outlaw,
-and be wept at the disgrace that had
seen brought upon him. He agreed to
give up all his cattle in defence of his err-
ing brother if the latter would only
abandon his criminal ways and return for
trial; but it was of no avail. The
highway robberies continued right along
at intervals. Three years later Jack
Kecler and an associate. were shot
while holding up the Wells Fargo
stage one night nesr Maricopa, While
the associate was lelt dying, Jack
and two others managed to get away to tke
mountains and to secrete themselves from
their pursuers. Jack lay in a hovel 1n the
mountain canon between life and death fcr
weeks, and when the United States mar-
shal and his deputies came that way he
gladly surrendered.  When he bad so far
recovered from wounds in hisneck and
shoulder as to be able to stand trial he was
sent to prison for thirty years. It was
thought that he wonld not live out three
months of his term. He proved that he
had not shot or killed any one in his rob-
beries, and he told where several tLousand
dollars of the stolen money had been hid-
den, and made as full restitutions as pos-
sible. He served about seventeen years
in prison and was a modcl prisoner. Ile
suffered much from his gunshat wounds.
His repentance seemed sincere. When Le
was pardoned he went immediately out to
the mountains, resolved to lead a secluded
lite. His physician had told him he would
live only a short time and that any ex-
citement or exertion might cause iustant
death. He was found dead in bed last
weck by s party of hunters, and he had
evidently been dead for several days.

The strangest part of the story of the
Keelers is that when Bill Keeler was about
thirty years old he suddeuly turned s pro-
tessional stage rebber himselt. There
have been ‘all ‘manner of theories as to
what éaused the €lder brother to change
from &' pdtlf of ‘réctitude to robbery—to
become's hutited dutlaw—but no theory is
satisfactory. All that is really known is
that Bill was cheated out of his cattle and
grazing grounds by the big cattle ranch-
men, and he became soured on the whole:
buman race. He became the most famous

bandit ever known in Arizona, and that is
saying quite & bit, too. When it was
whispered about Tucson and Tombstone
that Bill Keelér, who .bad disappeared
morths before, was the lome highwayman
who ‘was so sucoessfully holding up the
stage and getting several bundred dollars
a week, the information could hardly be
eredited by Bill's old cowboy companions.
about some  of -the holdups: that: made it

ouﬁintheyweucln work of the ex-cow-

People in the southern part of Arizona
will never get through talking about Bill
Keeler's mannen of stage robbing ., Tndeed
it may be said that he reflected credit upon
his profession. His robberies were per-
petrated in the most approved manner, and
with little or no ivjury to bis victims be-
yond the loss of their valuables. He was
the first man in Arizona who ever robbed a
stage ~oach alone, and in this particulsr he
surpassed even the daring of the two men
who held upthe train on the Southern
Pacific s few weeks ago. Keeler never
bad an assistant in any of his robberies,
and so faras known, never made a confid-
ant of any but one man, ard this man final-
ly betrayed him to the posse of law officers
by whom he was killed.

About 1880 Keeler robbed a train con-
taining seven passengers, all of whom were
prepared for bim. They knew of bim snd
had started out from Tucson thoroughly
armed. Keeler, no doubt, beard of their
boast through his confidant, who was one
of the hands at the stable where he himself
had worked and he determined to give the
seven men an opportunity to defend them-
selves. He posted himself out on the
road about twenty miles from Tucson, and
about 11 o'clock saw the coach coming. He
was just over the brow of the hill where he
could not be seea by the driver or passen-
gers. He sat on his horse, levelled his
rifle, and as they came cver the hill the
people on the coach saw both rider and
gun and they knew at once what it meant.
Keeler commanded them notto move a
hand. and they obeyed. Their revolvers
hung unused at their sides. and their rifles
lay idle in the bottom of the coack. They
knew it was death to somebody the mc-
ment a move wasmade. He next ordered
them to get out one by one, lay down their
arms, stand in a row, and divest themselves
of all their money and valuables. This
they did, piling about $12,000 worth
of treasure in & heap before them. They
were then told to get.back into the coach
and drive on, Bill Keeler taking possession
ot everything that had been left behind.
This story sounds iucredible, but some of
those who were in the coach at the time
still live in this country, and verify it
to the letter.

Keeler seemed to care less for money
after he became a highway robber than he
did while a cowboy. He cared nothing
for money for its own sake, and spent
little,as he never drank or gambled. It was
no uncommon thing for him to rob people
and then return part or all that he bad
taken. He once rode foul of a newspaper
man who had only $10. When ]&e er
learned his business be gave him back $2,
with the remark that he would probably
need it.* He had agreat regard for women,
and would never rob a stage coach where
any of the passengers were women. He
was never known to have killed anyone,
although he intimidated dozens of men by
shooting ‘Kut their ears or putting bullets
through their hats.
The general population in Arizona at
that time was crazy with money making
in the Tombstone gold ficlds, and many
a man made thousands of dollars from a
few hundredsin a month. That is why
Bill Keeler was not hunted day and night
when the first of his robberies took place.
But the sheriff of Tucson resolved to
kill or get Keeler at all hazards. The
robbing of stages had become too common,
and hundreds of men of capital would not
settle in a territory where such a man as
Bill Keeler was operating. Travel also
had fallen off. A reward of $5,000 was
subscribed for Bill's capture dead or alive.
It wan a few months later that a clue
to the fellow's hiding place was given by
the imprint in the dust ot a peculiar shoe
that his horse wore at the time of a new
stage robbery. The Yuma Indian
trailers, the most tamous of their class
inthe world, were called upon. Theyjcan
follow for miles a fairly good trail of a
man while riding at breakneck speed
through the brush and across the desert
waste. . A Yuma Indian went to work to
trail Keeler. In two days he tracked the
bandit right into Benson, and to a
Mexican sheep herder's adobe house.
It was known that Bill Keeler and the
Mexican were formerly chummy.
Then the sheriff made up his mind that
Bill had an accomplice and that he made
his headquarters at the Mexican's. Sus-
icion fetl upon a Sonora Mexican named
g'tjnr as the bandit’s associate. Vejar was
inveigled to a hamlet a few miles away and
bandcuffed and hung from a meat hook for
hours until he agreed to belp get Keeler.
I1e stipnlated, however, that the highway-
man was to be shot dead, because, he said,
Keeler would not rest until he had killed
any one who had be:rayed him. Vejar
said that while he bad ted and watched tor
Keeler in sccret, he bad never been al-
lowed to go on any stage-robbing expedi-
tion. :
. The sheriff and his posse were piloted
the next morning early nine miles into a
beavy chapparal in & canon. Vejar said
that Ke had always gone to a certain tree
there when he had food or news for Keeler,
and had waited until the bandit came rid-
ing up, pistol or rifle in hand, so as to be
prepared for any pursuers. The sheriff
and his men concealed themselves behind
brush and trees for several hours, Finally
Keeler came riding up with 8 revolver

a 1 all

laimed in the kouse of commons :

The pictures were in great
the Territory for a yesr or so. ~They are
still to be sven in many & miner’y cabin or
ranchman’s home, and a more fierce, tiger-
like expression is seldom seen than that of
Bill Keeler's face in death. d
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“‘Mr. Spesker, when we enter her majesty’s
naval service and. face the changes olh:{r.
we go prepared to be hacked in picces by
cutlasses, to be riddled with bullets or to
be blown to bits by shot and shell ; but, Mr.

FAINTEDIN CHURCH,

THE DEPLORABLE CONDITION OF A
YOUNG LADY IN BROCKVILLE,

A Case That Created Much Interest—Weak,
Almost Blood A Fi ly Con-
fined to her Bed—Again Enjoylng Com-
plete Health,

(From the Brockville B.ecord:.r.)

Readers of the Recorder have no doubt
tollowed with interest the many instances
related in these columns of recoveries—
sometimes of a very remarkable nature, of

ersons affected with diseases of different
inds, by the use of Dr. Williams’ Pink
Pills. Apart from the marvellous re-
coveries, the accounts were interesting to
the people of Brockville and vicinity from
the fact that this town i3 the home of the
Dr. Williams’ Co., and the place where
the celebrated medicine is made. The

on Park street north, furnishes a case of”
such recovery no less notable than many
previously published, that will be of
particular interest in this community. Mr.
Humble is an employee of Bowie &
Co.. brewers, and is well known and
highly respected by many ot our citi-
zens. The memter of his family whose
cure we bhave mentioned, is the eldest
daughter Carrie, a girl of abuut nineteen
years of age. 'Tae fucts in the case were
first brought to the notice of the Recorder
by Mr. Wm. Birks, a well known merchant

moving Miss Humble. who was attacked
with a fit ot extreme weakness while at-
tending scrvice in the George street

quesiion, and upon stating his mission to

sire for notoriety, but rather a determina-
tion on her part that it should be given it
it might 1n the least be of benefit to others
similarly :filicted. According fto her
mother’s story, Miss Humble's illness dates
back to tke summer of 1889. Her trouble
was extreme weakness and exhaust-
ion, caused by weak and = watery
blood. She was sutject to severe head-
aches, heart palpitation, and other
symptoms which tollow a depraved con-
dition cf the blood. Often while down
street on business the young lady would be-
come 80 exbausted by the  walk as to be
scarcely able to get home, and she was fre-
quently confined to her bed for wecks at a
time, and had to have her meals carried to
ber. Fora period of over three .ygars
she was vontinually under medical treat-

of benefit while being taken, but as soon as

would become worse. Her friends: were
much discoursged and feared she wquld
not recover. In the winter of 1893 Mrs.
Humble readof a similar case where #

Williams’ Pink Pills. This prompted her

who was at the time so weak that she |
could hot leave herroom. The* rébuls |1
was remarkable. There was goon
a marked improvement, and by the time
two boxes were used Miss Humble-ap-

tr was di inued. But it later
became evident that the patient had not
been fully restored, for after a few months
there was a return of the trouble. Miss
Humble was sent on & visit t6 some friends
in the United States in the hope thas a
change of air would prove beneficial, but
she returned to her hrme worse than when
she'went away. Her mother was then de-

family of Mr. Thomas Humble, residents | own food, knowing its position and how

tailor, who on one occasion assisted in re- | their landlord, guns loaded, and every-

Metbodist church. The other evening a | and wait, until at length they become ur-
reporter visited the home of the family in | easy.

Mrs. Humble, the story of the case was | nothin’ has happened to the poor culd
briefly related, not however, with any de- | gintleman.”

of businers. As everybody knows, a song
written and composed by him is about to
be produced, and the profits of it are to be
given to a charity. An American newo-
paper recently applied for an advance copy
of the words and music, and the Emperor
replied that they could have it if they paid
£1,000 for it, which would, of course, go
to the charity. It is believed that the offer
was declined.

wing shooting around here
ment. The doctors’ medicine would prove | cYclone pitand keep your eye peeled, you'll

have ashot at most everything in the

the treatment was discontinued, the patient | cOuntry, from a killyloo bird to a house
and lot, in about a minute.”

to give them a trisl in her daughter's case, | for contempt.

peared to be so much recovered that' the | ring.”

or drink without making the sign of the
cross.

peaker, we. do not go prepared to be
boiled alive !I” The last words be brought
out with tremendous emphasis.
power in men-ol-war, with boilers which at
any moment might be shattered by an
emeny’s shot—this was a prospect he could
not face. Yet in a few years he tound him-
self in command of the largest steam navy
the world had ever seen.

The Vision ot Bird,

Birds have very acute vision, perhaps the
most acute of any creatures, and the sense
is almost more widely diffused over the
retina than is the case with man; con-
sequently a bird can see sidewise as well
as objects in front of it. A bird sees—
showing great uneasiness in consequence—
a hawk long before it is visible to man; so
to fowls and pigeons and minute scraps f

-

DoEs YOUR
WiFe

Do HER owNn
WasHing?

lF she does, see that
the wash is made Easy and
Clean by getting her
SUNLIGHT SOAP,
which does away with the
terrors of wash-day.

Experience will convince her thas
it PAYS to use this soap.

SMITH & TILTON, Agents.St. John, N. B.

food, distinguishing them from what appear
to us exactly picces of earth or gravel.
Young chickens are also atle to find their

distant it is as soon as they are hatched,
whereas a child only very gradually learns
either to.see or t- understand the distance
of ohjects. Several birds—apparently the
the young ot all those that nest on the
ground—can see quite well directly they
come out of the shell, but the young of
birds that nest in trees or on rocks are
born blind, and have to be fed.

In Ireland.

. Two poor downtrodden peasants are be-
bind a hedge by the roadside, waiting for

thing ready to have a ‘*‘pop” at the
‘‘tyrant.” It is past tke time at which le
is expected to come along. Still they wait

+Bedad, Pat,” says Mike. “I do hope

King, Poetand Financler.,

I J
LTS

*] Tell you Children
will grow up to have a
clear and healthy skin
if they use

BABYS OWN SOAP,

The Emperorof Germany isashrewdman | 310l lon’t you forget it and get
some cheap substitute.

THE ALBERT TOILET SOAP GO.,

Manufacturers.

MONTREAL,

¥n the Oyclone Belt.
Sir William—Aw, 1 say, is there no

o

o
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Q

3
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Say, pardner. et you'll just run over 8

[}

o

Freedom of Thought.

Judge—You would get ten days more

Prisoner —Thin, begorra. Oi'll not say
t—Oi'll only think it.

Nothing to do but Blow.
“Blooman has retired from the prize

“Indeed? What is he doing now P"’
“*He has got a gob that just suits him.”
“What is it P

“Filling bicycle tires.”

The.'i!-uuim peasant never touches food

termined to give Dr. Williams’ Pink Pills | duce 1,000,000 young oysters.

OLONIAL

PHILLIPS’ SQUARE,
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2© A Few of Our Christmas Novelties. © ¢

Prisoner (sentenced for ten days)—What | 9C0000000000000000000000000000000100000000000000000000

cure was brought about by the use of Dr. | would ye do it Oi said ye was an ould fule ? Skute. iekebe; ockey ek, e, Truyn, Ch
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HOUSE,
Montreal.

0000000000

Curds and Cak

he Mexjcan R: peater,”” Aw{dt_t':ﬁ_elunl_ l;)luu»l for t}
uil

Dolls, Atimals. Pinnos, Pyram! ncke,
Holdiers’ Suits, Police Suits, Fircmen's 8

ieture Blmn.. Sets of Soldiers.
ts. - N

Mechunical Toye, Kubber Toys, Guies of all kinds, including

Bagutelle, Crokinole and Fort

BASKETS.

BASKETS.

gnn'y. B'“}."E' Waste Paper B--Tkex-. _Bt-nbonn(ére Buskets, Glove Baskets,

ﬁl«kels,

g Busk ts, Knitting Baskets,

=pecisl.~Christmas Tree B wkets, 19 Baskets for 85¢.
Pen Knives in Pearl and Lvory bandles. Scis-ors in sl siscs, Scissor Caces. . Thimbles in Plush
Cases, from ‘5. to $1.50. Side { ambs, 10 Tortoise Shell, Stexi Tops, Silver Tops. Hair Pins
in all grades.und muker. Spevinl.—Silk Garters and Buckles—75c. per pair.
An endless variety of Cups and Ssucers, rapging from the lowest prices to the highest.
\ aves, in ail possible <napes, designs and decorstions. - Breud Plates, Fruit Plates, ete., etc.
All these goods and many others that will be found enumerated in our catalogue, are suitable

for Christmas arc New Year’s presents.

Chiristmas catalogus maled tree to any address on application.

a further trial, and the result proved most
gratihinﬁ, as the girl's health has been
complete|

covery with an impressiveness that car-
ried conviction of its absolute truthfulness.
Miss lHumble also corroborated her moth-
ter's statements, and they could be vouch-
ed for by many of her triends in the chureb,
the Sunday school and others.

ing cure for all troubles resulting from
poverty of tbe blood or shattered nerves,
and where given a fair trial they never
fail in cases like the above related. Sold
by all dealers, or sent postpaid at 5V cexts
a box, or six boxes tor $2.50, by address-

Brockville, Ont., or Schenectady, N. Y.
See that the registered trade mark is on all
packages.

The Typewriter In War,
Military authorities appear to be exhaust-

For a long time the telegraph was mainly

brought into active use. It hasbeen

nament in Eogland was the use of the
typewriter on the battlefield for the pur-

2 % Ao muchine has not cost me one cent for repairs, und
relied on for the instant transmission of | seems to be still in perfectly

intelligef¢e, and then the telephone was | Rood condition. The writers
1 who have worked on my

recently seriously proposed that aides- | iy their approval. My own
de-cump and other carriers of information’ | personal use of it leads me to
in time of war should be taught shorthand, | regsrd it with the highest 3
in order to write down important com- | favor. The valuable features
ications with all possible ‘speed, ¥nd | of the “YOST" arelightaess,
the latest move in this direction is the | strength, durability, simplic.
introduction of the typewriter on the | itr, quick and direct action
scene of military operations. One of the I‘:m ;"ﬂ;;-b:;o ll‘::"ﬂ“ml;
111 a -

novel features of a recent military tour- s el
the later editions ot the
"¥08T‘; but although I am

A single oyster in one season will pro- HEN RY MORGAN & co., ._ Montl‘eal.

NOW

8r. Jorn, N. B., 8rd July, 1804.

ing the Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co., | I8A CorxwaLL, Esg.,

Agent “YOST TYPEWRITING MACIIINE,”
Saint John, N. B.
Dear 8ir: I beg %o say that I have been using the

old style **YOST,” which I puichased from you in
August, 1891, constantly ever since that time.
During a portion of that time the machine was re-
. 5 quired to do heavy work in connecticn with the re-
ing every resource that will add to the | visiop of e electoral lists of the Saint Joln dis.
rapidity of communication between - the | tricts, under the Dominion Franchise Acts, snd for

field of battle and the commanding officer. | the rest of the time has been used for the ordinary
work of & law office. Up to the present mowent the

“YOST” have been unstinted

ose of r 2 ges from sig
,Yt is stated that the typewriter operator
was also an expert cyclist, and had his
Remingt d on the handles of his

flashing in his band and a Wi
across the pommel of his saddle.

“As Keelér came through the trees that
morning,” said the shériff long after, ‘‘he
was the finest looking man 1 have ever seen
a-horseback. He seemed for all the world
like one of the ancient gods on a horse.”

But the sheriff did not let the picture
that Keeler made get the best of him. In
a second he called, ‘*Fire I and seven rifles
sent lead through the highwayman's chest.
Keeler never spoke, but thréw up his hands
and pistol, and dropped back on his horse,
dead.

Tl;o body of Keeler was taken to Ben-

machine. Riding in and out among the
horses and gun carrisges, which he d;:_l
ithout the sligt bap, wh R
came to a standstill he instantly braced u s
the cycle by a handy contrivance an
pounded away at the typewriter while in

was sent to the commanding officer in the
rear by’ means of a trained dog.

Fighting the Inevitable,
Nearly all great scientific discoveries
have beyon d and misund, d
even by the intelligent. Even Sir Charles

son, and ‘was  braced sgainst & mud
m-ﬁlo.ﬂongn;tm taken of sit.

they have man

Napier fiercel the introduction of
steam e royal navy and one

TAKES

5 Second hand Ribbon and Shift-Key Machines for sale cheap.

IRA CORNWALL, General Agent for the Maritime Provinces,
BOARD OF TRADE BUILDING, St. John, or the following Agents:

Messrs. R. Ward Thorne, 8t. sohn; A. 8. Murrs Fredericton, N. B.; J. T. Whitlock, 8t. Staphen; W, B. Morria, 8t. 3 J, Fred atham
Vnﬁr & IMH M;~ H. A. %m, s.-a-x,' A. M. Hoars - B‘:ok.ldbf‘ Hnuu 3 v u'-.‘hm-n, ?‘B.;

P. B I; Dr, W P, Bllhta, N. B.;
Lo 8 : Ol wn.l:m

'+ Bryenton;, Amberst; W. ¥° , Yermouth N. & Co., W h,
" o i i E.Casev, Amberst, N 8.3 E. M. i'.‘&?"i\r';n.ux

; Knowles'

y restored, and she is “ %
to-day as well and strong as :
any girl of her age. Mrs. Humble told :
the story of her daughter’s illness and re-

THE LEAD.

Dr. Willianis® Pink Pills. sto. an unfail- THE No. 4 Machine is acknow!edged to possess al! the features of a perfect WRITING
MACHINE. See what some cf the users of the oLp sTALE “YOST” machines say of them.
these are but samples{of many otker equally strong endorsements.

8r. Jonn, N: B.,
June 28th, 1894,
IRrA CorNwALL, Esy.,
CIB.
ear Sir: We have
been using a “ YOST”
writing machine in our
office daily for about four
years, and it has given

& ALLIsON.

Yagrxours, N. K.,

that it is
superior to, all other
2, machines.

I consider the pad &)@

* s:n improvement over
: :l:bon on account of
a :

rumon. The .g,u-
consider invaluable, as
it overcomes the grestest

purchasers to investigate'
the “YOST" before buy
inga ?"'k'"“’

. K. SPINNEY,
o ‘sera Tasarunce Agh "
neurance
&c., &c.

The New * YOST " far surpasses the machines referred to above, and the No. 4 has many entirely new teatures.

The Yost is by far the cheapest Writing Machine, because it is the most echnomical in respect t0 INKING SUPPLIES, REPAIRS.,
the saddle. The m..:g, when completed | DURABILITY, EASE OF LEARNING, EASE OF ACTION. AIZE, WEIGHT. BEAUTY OF WORK, SPRED, ETC., ETC.
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