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THE TIMID WOMAN'S TOUCH.

GOLDEN TEXT.
“Be notl afraid, only believe." —Mark
5: 36,
EXPLANATORY.

I. Tar SvrFEREr.—25. A ceriain wo-
man, Nothing is known of her. Which
had an issue of blood. The disease in-
volved uncleanness, aocording to the
ceremonial law, and on the part of the
sufferer a sense of shamo as well as fear.
Twelve years. This fact is mentioned to
show the incurable nature of the disease,
and the utwr failure of all mmed)en in

with the inst ure.

26. And had suffered many ﬂmq.r of
(lit. wnder, i. e, under the hands ol)
many physicians. She had tried every
remedy every source in vain. And
had spent all that she had. Doctors'
bills are not a modern invention. But it
does not follow that the doectors here
‘Eokm of were good-for-nothing, because

ey could not cure this woman. There

are incurable cases of disease now-a-days.
And the better a physieian is, the surer
he will be to admit that he cannot al-
ways give cure or reliof to a patient. It
if“only the good-fornothing physician
who advertises that he cures all diseases.
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doubting. (2) ‘Kho was timid and retir-

1g (3) Her disease made her ceremoni-
ally unclean, and hence would tend to
kmpherrmmming to Jesus publicly. (4)
She had lost all her property. (5) She
had failed in all her former efforts to be
cured.

A Parassr or Tug Sivver 8
BE SAVED is seen in this woman's
cumstances.

(1) A real, deepseated malady,
hausting the strength, depressing
spirits.

(2) The malady of sin separates, de-
files, and imparts defilement to others.

(3) All efforts to cure it ourselves are
vail Morality, good resolutions, cere-
monies, forms, self-inflioted tortures, are
all “physicians of no value.”

(4) Even when {»h- are so earnest
that they spend nﬁmmy have in such
wnxyn the effort is fruitless.

I. Gorve To Jmsvs wor Hewr. 27,
When she had heard of Jesus. Heard
what & wonderful being, and in particular
what a wonderful healer, he was. Came
in the press (or crowd) behind : secretly,
so as to be unseen by Jesus, and have
no attention called to herself. She would
seem but one of an ordinary crowd. And
touched his garment. Matthow says the
Aems of his garment ; i. e., the border or
fringe of the outer robe.

28, For she said, I may toweh but
His clothes. She \t sure that if she
could bring her nhwuu in personal con
tact with l%l« great Hoaler, she would be
restored. Nearly all casos of oure had
seemed te roquire this, and even at this
very time Josus was on his way to heal
by his presence and touch, ons who was
at u.« Pmnl of death

29. Straightway. The cure was prompt,
immediate, complete. Was dried up .
Seltin her that she was healed. The
first olause tells of the oessation of the
ordinary symptom of her disease : this
points to a new senise of health.

Cuanacrenisrios ov Hew Farew, (1) It
was well founded. She knew weat Jesus
had done for others, and therefore could
do for others. It was as fur from oredu
lity as from “superstition.  (2) It was a
faith in the true Saviour, the Son of God.
(8) It was faith that used means. It led
her to go to Jesus and to touch Him. So
the faith reterred to in James 5: 14, was
conjoined with the use of means; for the
anointing with oil was among the most
sensible remedies then used. (4) Her
faith was so strong that it overcame the
natural timidity of ber nature. () It
overcame many outward obstacles. (See
above.) (6) It was successful and tri
umphant faith, t{\pm\'wlnf God. () It
led her to a public confession, an open
avowal of Christ,

II. Tae Twivsen or Farn. 30, 4nd
Jesus immediately knowing in Himaself
that virtwe (or honhng power) had gone
out of him: or, as in Rev. Ver, that the
power pmcuémg Jrom Him had gone
orth. The power was neither uncon
wolous nor unwilled on His part, It was
caused by her faith, not by her touch.
Who touched My clothes? Not because
Ho was ignorant, for His searching glance
showed to the woman that she was not
hid from Him (Luke 8: 47), but to draw
out her confession of her faith.

Way s Question?  Jesus could not
leave the woman with half of a gift. If
she had been allowed to carry away her
blessing in secret as she purposed it
would not have been at all the blessin,
to her and to ber whole after Spiritual
Life that it now was. Christ wil bave
Himself openly confessed, and not only
secretly sought. Our Christian life is not
a8 it is sometimes called, merely a thin,
betwoen ourselves and God, but & goos
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to be wit d_“ before all
the people.”

81. And His disciples said. “Peter and
they that were with Him.” (Luke 8: 45).
But Jesus affirmed that some one had
touched Him, implying a touch of inten-
tion and faith, and not a mere thought-
less and accidental pressing of the multi-
tude. Who tonched Me? The crowd
touched Jesus and received no healing
influence. The woman touched Him in
faith, and was made whole. Christ has
untold blessings for all; but what men
receive from bim depends on the faith
and love with which they come to him.

32. And He looked round about to see
(not who had touched him, but) her that
had done Bhis thing. The tense of the
Greek veorb implies a continued looking.
It is implied that He knew who had done
it.

33. But the woman.
cates the inward s le of the woman.
She knew that what had been done in
her was a result of her own act, without
permission from Jesus, and she could
searcely hope that the faith which sug-
m«" would be accepted as genuine.

and trembling. As if she-had

Each word indi-

wchvbt’-m rnnda mu\obr

pounllng hln by

of mvmrﬂma- Knowing what -ab-c
s Aer. A sense of her cure br t her
forward to testify to and for Christ. So
always the sense of on and accept
ance will lead the trembling be!iaver to

[and a Bopnet,” he said to Jeantetes,
loud enough for Vosa to hear.

Voss turned away, and went hastily
down the road. e was bitter and angry,
and would not go home to his father in
that mood. He went to the bear-pits.
Now, everybody knows that bears are a
sort of saored animal tothe Bernesc; and
Nicholas, like his nmghhor- lnok . koen

Parsons” Pll]S

full confession and to an

for Christ. It will embolden the timid

lhnugh it tried the modesty of the be-
lieving woman, was just what Christ
wanted, her publio testimony to the facts
of her case.

34. And He said unto her, Daughter :
Matthew adds, Be of good ort; or,
“Courage, daughter.” . #Daughter” in
this figurative and kindly use appears
nowhere in the New Testament 'save in
this parrative. What wealth of tender
ness! evervthing on ea.rth is paltry be-
fore such a word, Thy faith kath made
thee whole. Litorally, hath saved thee.
In the higher and in the lower sense,
sopl and ly. Her faith, of course, had
not been the efficient cause of her cure.
Real faith, even ' if weak and imperfect,
even in umxd snd retiring natures, faith
as small as » grain of mustard seed, if

& it'be living like a seed, is saving

Go in peace. hunlly,ixhpm
Exnctlv the fzr: of an oriental ¢
by.". - In peaze : not in fear; not with a
troubled conscience ; mot with anxiety,
lest the malady nturn, but into the
peace of hope, of health, of friendship | b
with Jesus, of salvation.

Way Farrs 18 Nucussary 10 SALVATION.

delight in bi
beasts in the pits, iut ho hul no pride
in them now ; in fact, though he leaned
aver the barrier and Jooked with the
erowd, he did not ses them at all.

There were many strangers there that
day, principally’ English- travellers and
Americans. Their children were climb-
ing about the edge of the pit, as no Ber-
nese child would dare to do.

“Take care, youngsters I cried s work-
man. “They are fieroe—those monsters
down there. An English officer fell in
last u{prmg and though he fought for
His life, that big fellow killed him.”

“Ach! Bee his?red eyes, the mup
derer 1" cried & woman.

All the people stretohed their nocks to
look where he lay blinking up at them;
and a stupid nurse-maid, with a child in
her arms, stood on tiptoe to lean fsnber
over. There was a push, a scream-—

“The child! Ach Gott! It is gone !”

The orowd surged and pressed against
the hu'ncr Voss was almost crushed

f For a moment there was
a dloms like death, as people looked
with straining eyes into the darkness
below. Thén they saw the little white
close to the wall of the pit, Two
smaller bears were snuffing - curi-

The monster that had killed the

of t
mnkv.

(1) Faith is the act of ing the truth.
We cannot enjoy forgiveness and the
love of God unless we believe the mes-
sage Josus brings. (2) Faith in Jesus
leads us to love him. (8) Faith is the
act of the soul which givesitself to Jesus
as Lord, and Saviour, and Leader ; this
is salvation. (4) Ome cannat live the re-
ligious life without that faith which makes
eternal and spiritual things real and
trust in God as Father and Friend.
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A Swiss Story.

A group of young mien were standin;
one marning in April on the banks o
the river Aar, which flows by the quaint
old Swiss town of Berne. There was
Johann Leid, the baker's son and Fritz
Bund, the wood carver, and half a
dozen others, with their sisters and
sweothearts.

Bund, as usual, was loud-mouthed and
voluble. He talked with one eye on the
girls, to see the effect.

“ What do you ssy to a race, boys?
There is Johann Leid with his big mus-
oles. I can outrun or throw you in five
minutes, Leid."

Leid nodded, threw off his coat, and
was beaten in both race and wrestle. He
was a big, sheepish-looking fellow, and
grow red with anger.

“If you want to look well inJeannette's

oyes,” he muttered, “ it is Nicholas Voss
you should throw, not me. She thinks
more of his little ilngvr than of your
whole biaggart bod,

Bund was en L Everybody saw
that plainly. He looked at Jeannette,
-l.nng with the other girls like a
modest little rose among daunting dah
lins, Nicholas Voss was playing with his
dog on the other side nrlhe old. He
was & quiet, undersized fellow, the son of
the schootmas

“Throw Vossa? | could do itwith one
hand, No erodit in that. The fellow
has no more strength than a girl, poring
over bis books. Il put him to & test
that'll shame himi. Jeannette shall see
the staff the baby is made of Hey,
Voss,” he shouted.

Nicholas came over, smiling, but ool
oring a little as he passed the girls. He
was & diffident, awkward lad, and felt
his arm and leg heavy and in the way
whenever a woman looked at him.

“Come, girls! " oried Bund. The girls
drew nearer, shy but ourious.

“ Here's & question of courage to be
sottled. Leid wants me to try a throw
with Voss; but it wouldn't be fair, for |
could fling him with ofie finger, and blow
him over for that matter.”

Voss changed color. He played ner
vously with the dog's collar. fla know
that it was true that he could not com-

an was slowly ring up his
fore-legs, and dragging himself toward it.

There was scarcely any sound in the
crowd. Men pale and turned away
sick. A woman Yad never seen the
child before, fell in a dead faint on the

round. But its mother stood quite still,
eaning over the pit, her hands held out
to it.

There was a wild ery from the crowd.
A boy had jumped into the pit. The
bear turned, glared at the intruder, with
a sudden fury, and then rushed upon
him. He doalt it a blow straight between
the eyes; but it fell like a feather on a
stone

“He lmrr over him I"

“The others are coming on him !

“Ach, what blows 1"

“Well struck! Again, again !
* “But he can do nothing. He will be
torn to pieces !”

% Oh, the poor boy I

“8ee, the bear has torn his flesh 1"

“He bas the child ! He has thechild!
A ladder]l A ladder!”

But there was no ladder to be found,
nor ?-‘nlpon:l{ any kind. The mass of
people leaned over, praying,” shoutin
sobbing, while the struggle Emnl. on g’
low as silent as the gnu

The boy, hlaedm o, was pushed
to the wall. the oh d l| high in his
arms.  The savage brutes led
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him. There was & trunk of a tree in the
centre of the pit, placed there for the
bear to climb upon. He measures it
with his eye, Tuuud his l!ren‘th and
then with a might: he reached it,
and began to o l. The bears followed
to the foot of the trank.

“ A ropelarope!”

The rope was brought, and flung to
ward him

“He has it!
waist. No, it is the child he ties.
will save it first."

He fastened the obild, and watched it
swuog across in safety When they
threw him the mlm again, he did not

h it.  Heo was looking at the mother

z:n they put the babe in her arms.

"hen ho had kaken the rope and tied it
about him, hundred strong hands,
English, Frofich, Swiss, were ready to
help pull hifu In. - As he swung across
the chasm, going half way to the bottom
of the rxz, the bear caught at him; but
its hold slipped, nnd lha animal fall back
with a th nd growl

There wan a great sbouting when the
Ind stood on the grass in safety. Every
body talked at onoe to his neighber.

“God be thanked!"

“That is a brave fellow!"

“Who is he ? "

“14 in the -obnalmuur- boy

“ Where s b

Rut Vksbolu hml disappeared in the

He will tie it about his
He

ate with Bund in a trial of strength . | confusion.

but it was hard to be told it—before
little Jeaunette, too.

“But there’s something Voss oan do
as well as 1

“ What js it?" oried Nicholax eagerly.

“You can swim. Come jump into the
river yonder with me, and see which of
us can reach the other shore!”

The girls looked at the river. It was
swollen with the spring floods, and
filled with great lumps of ice which
crushed and tore each other as they
went rushing by.

“Ah, that would be & brave deed!”
they said, looking admiringly at Bund.
Jeannette looked and turned away with
a shudder.

“ Well done, Bund,” said the other
lads. “There’s no cowardice in Bund,
that's certain, '

Bund tore off his woolen jacket and
boots, straightened himself and clapped
his hands. He was not sorry that the

irls should see his broad chest and em-

roidered braces.

“ Come, little one, off with your coat !
You're a famous switnmer—and Jean-
notte is looking," under his breath, with
an an flash in his eye.

Mcgnlm slooked at the lads waiting,
and at the excited, nllv girls, and then
at the icy river. ﬁo did not trust him-
self tolook at Jeannette. In summer he
had often swam the Aar at this very
point. But. his lungs were weak. He
could not bear the slightest exposure ;
to plunge into this flood would be cer
tain illness, perl eath—and for no
purpose but to gratify the pride of a
\nponng, idle fellow.

“ Come, Come! " cried Bund.
eht”

The lads and girls looked at Voss.
Even Jeannette's eyes were fixed curi-

“Afraid,

ously on him.
“I am not going to swim," he said.
If he had bluffed it out ina rtrldent,

jocular voice, he might have carried
day. But he was painfully mnsclous
that they all thought him a coward. He
was a sensitive , and it cut him to
the qui
@ Afraid ! afraid1” lsughed Bund in-
solently. “Well, Voss, { wanted to do
o a good tum,und let the girls see you
{ld the making of a ‘man in you. But
no matter,” turning away contemptuous-
ly. %A pity he could not wear gowns

Nothing olse was talked of the next
day in Berne. In the shops and kitchens,
at the balls, in the hn‘]lnndy lighted
great houses, even in the geverment
council, the story was told, and the lad
was spoken of with praise and kindness.
Mothers held their babes closer to their
breasts that night, and with tears prayed
God to bless him.

Meanwhile, Nicholas lay in his cot,
tended by his old father and mother
His logs were, sorely torn. ' But he. was
merry and happy, as he always was at
home.

In the afternoon, a messenger from
the council knocked at the door and
loft an official dooument. It was a
deed conveying to Nichiolas Voss a house
and pastare land in the vieinity of the
town.

He put it into his father's wrinkled
hand, “Now, father, you dre sure of a
home for you sod mether,” he said.

He fell asleep soon after that. When
he awoke the sun was setting, and shone
on the bed, and the happy old couple
were nwhmg him.

A few days later, his father put a little
case into his ds.

“Look at this, my son! Neverdid I
think & lad of mine would reach such

igh honors "

t was the gold medal of the I{umane
Society of Switserland, awarded only to
the bravest.

“And here," said his mother, “is a
buneh of violets which little Jeannette
left for you.”

Nieholas' eyes shone as he looked at
the medal, but the flowers he held oclose
to his llpa " Touth's Companion.
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