
1st Cotunfljla possesses over tie other prov
inces of the Dominion.FIREMEN KILLED 

BY FALLING WALL
EDUCATION AND ITS ADVAN- 

, TAGES.EMPLOYEES WHOSE 
TIME NOW EXPIRESNOTE».

C 5
SPORTING To the Editor:—It is certainly gràtify- 

ing to find that the people of Victoria 
are evidently taking a greater interest 
in the educational question than has 
hitherto been the case, and I venture to 
hope that so large and important a sub- 

t ject may receive the thoughtful consider
ation of every patriotic cttizSn.

I understand that the position taken 
by some of the writers is to this effect: 
That the limit of free education shall be 
fixed according to the age of the pupil. 
That ie to say that a pupil shall not re-

• ceive any further education' after the 
age limit has been reached (at least at

I the public expense). If such limitation 
be set the result, would be deplorable. 

("Let us take the age limit at 14 years. 
Now there are children who for many 
reason3 would be compelled to leave 
school before completing the elementary 
studies, and as the average age of pupils 
now enterics the High school is 14 
years it is very obvions that wc would 
have no H:gn school at all sustained 
upon the free education principle.

It in nr t siso bo remembered that the 
average age ctf entrance pupils is less 
to day than it has ever been in the his
tory of our public school.;, and this con
dition is 1he product of wise school ad
ministration and the careful -.élection of 
taac-hcre.

If M • iyWirs" should be the limit 
■k> whi.h free education shall be given 
it can be easily seen that the large pro- 
porl&m of our beys and girls would never 
complete the work in our public achocls; 
.or, in other words, the vet y elemen
tal lea of a good edu.ation.

We must net forget the fact" that many 
a bright boy and girl is handicapped at 
the very commencement of education by 
ill-health, and' their enfor ed absence 
from time to time makes it impossible to 
roach the principal’s class until 16 years 
of age. Then again, the Uuidren of com
paratively poor parents are often kept 
home to assist in the house or to enter 
upon the struggle for a living 1er g before 
the early boyhood days have passed 
away, and yet we find these parents 
heroically striving (even to the measure 
of self-sacrifice) to secure for; their own 
children the blessings of a good' educa
tion, such as cur schools afford. It 
would be a crying shame, Mr. Editor,

• for such of our ladh and lassies to be 
deprived of a complete course of study 
on account of the age limit. It would

ser- be far more-commendable on the part of 
some of our large property owners to 
rise nobly to the occasion, and to say, 
that if any change is to be made that it 
shall he along the line of asmsting these 
poorer children to a realms tion of their 
parents’ wishes, and show their willing
ness to support such a scheme by hand
somely supplying the funds for such a 
noble purpose.

Mr. Editor, dies anyone; w; h to de
prive our boys an^ girls of the funda
mentals of a
education? Will anyone dare to assert 
that the age limit shall be the basis upon 
which instruction in our public schools 
shall be curtailed'? I do net believe that 
any fair-minded and broad-minded citizen 
would vote for a return to conditions 
obtaining in England fifty years ago.

■Mr. Sorty has a right to his opinion, 
but I can frankly say, that he has abso
lutely failed to appreciate the true spirit 
of the age, end especially along free 
educational lines. .

The watchword of Victoria must

Junior Rnglby Match oâ ââonday—-Collie 
Hill Won Friday Night's Fight.

On Monday a championship Junior Rugby 
match will be played between Victoria and 
Vancouver teams, commencing at 3 o’clock 
at Oak Bay. Alerte Martin -will act as 
referee, and the personne of the local fif
teen will be as fellow® : Full hack, H. Og
den; three-quarters, H. Snr 
son, J. GWley, S. Nason,*
Irving, F. Nason; forward»,.J: Müller, A. 
Jeffs (Captain), !.. Sweeney, P. -Morris, W. 
Loat, A. Raymnr, J. O’Keefe, W. Paterson; 
reserves, B. Mdlnnee, W. Sweeney.
.^Capt. Scholefleld, of the Victoria Hockey 
Clhb, requests all iplayqro t# turn ont to 
practice next Monday at 1 o’clock In order 

Chicago, Dec. 31.-Two firemen were *? *”*“ 'orTthe mat<* 151111 Vancouver <xn 
killed and fwo others and on© spectator „ i_ , _ ...were injured by the falling of a portion 't/v l , the SaVoy'theatre OolUe
of the wall at the West End car shops. H,"l; 01 Vlct1orla: from ^ ®îa?bert' 1

of Tacoma, In the fifth round of -what was
Another Blaze. announced to be a twenty-roqnd bout-

Chicago. Dec. 31.—A fire, which de- When the men stepped Into the ring they
stroyed $600,000 worth of property, weighed about 120 pounds, but Hill ap-
started in the seven-story brick building peared stronger than his opponent. He 
occupied by the Cash Buyers’ Union. ma<le use of a vicions right uppercut which 
Spreading rapidly, the fire soon assumed 4id considerable damage. In the first round 
large proportions. Fearing that the h<mors were about equal, but the second 
whole district was in danger, a second was much In favor of the Victoria boy. He 
alarm was sent in closely followed by a landed three to face amt followed up 
series of extra calls for additional men with a heavy blow to . wind. The third, 
and apparatus. When the fire pénétrat- rou-nd was fast. Slubber t being knocked 
ed to the adjoining building, occupied^ down and taking a com*, of four, when the 
the Zeno Manufacturing Company, a Fong saved the situation. It was apparent
tour story building, the firemen were *n t'le ^OOPt*1 round that Stnibbert was
ordered to the roofs of adjacent build- heaiten. Hill used his uppercut with tell- 
ings to fight the flames. Within a few ln« effect repeatedly. As soon as the fifth i 
minutes the flames had gutted the struc- romld commenced Hill delivered the knock- 
ture, and had spread to the Boston Bub- /trat blaw- «toWberfs seconds throw up the 
ber Paint Co. Then the flames cracking ?KIIlge' and referee, Xüapt. Wallace
the brick walls of the building spread t'o i-aos'ey, awarded, Hill the Contest.
160 West Van Buren street, causing 
heavy damage to the Peninsular Stove 
Co., which firm occupied the seventh 
floor. So fierce would the blaze become 
that sparks carried by the high gale 
were driven far over the district, and 
buildings blocks a Way caught fire. With 
a detonation that was heard for squares, 
an explosion, in the basement of the Cash 
Buyers’ Union building tore up the street 
and sidewalk, throwing firemen- into the 
air and tearing live wires of the Van 
Buren street electric car line down. For
tunately none of the firemen were in
jured. Crushing down through fhe frail 
walls of the structure adjoining, the 
towering walls of the Peninsular Stove 
Co. and those of the Cash Buyers' Union 
tottered and collapsed.

Outbreak at Little Rock.
Little Bock. Ark., Dec. 31.—The Cun

ningham plaining mill and1 the Little 
Rock Furniture Co. building were dam
aged by fire early this morning. The 
loss is $150,000.

FATAL AND DESTRUCTIVE
OUTBREAKS IN CHICAGO

SEVEN LEFT
NAV4L YARD SATURDAY

g1*>r
bàf

n, F. Ander- 
backs, W.

Also Eight or Ten Experts to Go Away 
—Believed That Squadron W?'l 

Be Enlarged.

Two Fire Fighters Were Crushed to 
Death—Property Loss Estimated 

at $600,000.

(From Saturday’s Daily.)
Esquimau’s importance to the British 

admiralty as a naval base of 
strategical value, second! to none in the 
western hemisphere, may not yet be 
overlooked. Probably the most sub
stantial evidence of this is that so far 
no definite pronouncement of the ad
miralty's policy with regard! to the sta
tion- has yet been made.
: Concentration has been the order, 
powerful flying squadrons have been or
ganized, but in all the plans, proposed 
and suggested, there has been nc speci-ic 
reference to Esquimau. This leads these 
who have been closely watching the S’tr.- 
ation to suppose that the reduction in the 
fleet will be only temporary.
! The order of reduction as applied to 
Esquimau has only involved the dis
charge of seven local hands. In addition 
there will be eight or ten of the regular 
staff who will be leaving for England 
very shortly. These are experts who 
had been employed in the factory. Their 
families reside here, so that in this re
spect their departure will mean a con
siderable loss to the community.

The local employees who will leave the 
yard to-day are John Robinson, a boat 
builder, who has been in the yard for 
the last four or five years; B. Russell, 
another carpenter who has been on the 
staff for the past seven years, and W. 
Murray and W. Wills, who have also 
seen long service here. H. Geke, J. 
Purdy and R. Logan make up the trio 
from the factory who have received their 
discharge papers, and whose time of 
vice expires to day. Two of these served 
their apprenticeship in the yard.

So far there has been no reduction in 
the storenouse staff or in the naval rat
ings, and ho one in either department 
has yet been- notified that his dismissal 
will be forthcoming. When some weeks 
ago it was announced that the -rotation 
would be practically abolished, all were 
anticipating in turn that bad 
would come, but as time lapses the situ
ation appears to slightly improve, and 
the seeming hesitation on the admiralty 
as to what disposition they will make of 
Esquimau is taken as a good sign.

It was also stated! a short time ago 
that the naval hospital would close in 
the near future, but inquiry at the insti
tution to-day elicited the information 
that so far no orders to this effect have 
been received. The general aspect of 
things is therefore not so gloomy es it 
was, and» it is fully believed! that the 
admiralty, on deliberating further on the 
Esquimau's value to the navy, will ulti
mately provide a bigger squadron than 
ever for duty on this station.

great
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CUSTOMS RECEIPTS
t

INCREASE COMPARED WITH 
SIX MONTHS LAST YEAR

n

Gain of More Than Half a Million Dol
lars—Successful Candidates at 

Civil Service Examination.

'4

(■

ri-y

Ottawa, Dec. 31.—Tlje customs receipt^ 
of fhe Dominion for (tix months, ending 
December, 31st, 1964, werp $21,264,lit, 
as against $20,653,76} for,the same time 
in- 1903, or a gain of $550,356. For the 
month of December the [increase was 
$269,323.

news

od and wholesomeWILL PLANT TREES.

The Lieutenant-Governor and the President 
of Horticultural Society to Take Part.

Passed.
The following passed the civil service 

examination last November: At Vic
toria, Robert John Herbert and Robert
G. Howell^ at Vancouver, Arthur A: 
Marion, E. H. Middlemiss and Morven-
H. Wafsbfi; at Nelson. Edward D. Dut
ton and F. E. Pattman.

Railway Applications.

;I
The board of school trustees has arrang

ed for the planting of a few more trees 
on the High school grounds», and It has 
been decided’ to carry this out on Tuesday 
next, on the day of the Reopening of the 
school for the coming term-.

Sir Henri Joly de LodWnlere, Lieut.-Gov
ernor of the -province, whose Interest in 
forestry and arboriculture Is -well known 
throughout the Dominion, has expressed 
his wllllngnese to plant one of the -trees 
on the lawn. A request -was made a little 
time ago that (His Honor should take part 
to this function. To this he readily agreed, 
and intimated that he. .would gladly bring 
a tree bf ids own rearing. The offer- was 
gladly accepted, and His Honor intimated 
that he would- plant one of the butternut 
trees grown on the grounds of -Government 
House from the nursery, which was the 
outcome of nuts planted by him.

Fred. Pemberton, president of the Horti
cultural -Society of -this city, has also con
sented to provide a tree and plant It on the 
grounds on th-ls occasion.

The ceremony will
o’clock on Tuesday afternoon, and It has 
been arranged -that His Honor shall be at
tended by a guard of honor composed of the 
High school cadets, with Capt. Cobbett In 
command. The members of the corps are
requested to wear their uniforms. Washington, Dec. 3J..—Mr. Ojeda, $e

The fact that the planting can be carried Spanish minister, torfüty signed with 
out in the middle of the winter lathis city. Secretary of State TJa.y an arbitration 
while all Eastern Oan.ada ta. wrapped in treaty between Spaipj-and the Unified 
enow and frost, Indicates In the clearest Sbaltes, ahmjn-i- to thrive, already sighted 
manner possible the advantages which Brit- with ot.beftmations.

ever
be “Progress,” and the curtailing of any 
of our educational institutions will 
its inability to stand in the front line of 
progressive municipalities.

! There are those also who would1 ; 
Vide an- education compatible with- the 

A. R. Watts ’has resigned hla position on sphere in. which the various pup:!.. may 
the CMkail v «daffsand- tqteteie tevlnr the» tjjeapecively more, and would like to 
city on q short trip, dpon- hls-'Betiira he Mr- Editor, this question; What ie
will resume journalistic work here. . sphere of a boy or girl?

H. T. Brown, of the B. C. Electric Rail
way, Vancouver, is spending his holidays 
In Victoria with his parents, Mr. and Mi*.
M. C. Brown.

Eugene -Miller, of this city, Is going to 
California for the benefit of ibis health.

Chief Justice and Mrs. Hunter are spend
ing their holiday* at iSha-wnlgan,

A. L. Bussell, of Vancouver, is at the 
Drlard.

W. McBwen, of Ottawa, Is a guest at the 
Vernon.

3h: meanThe Kettle River- Valley Railway 
Company pfopose to -build from a point 
on the proposed line-to Quilehena near 
Vernon, in a southerly direction to the 
international boundary ,^etween British. 
Columbia and the state of Washington; 
from, a poipt on the.fine so to be con
structed ftdm Fire 'Valley to Quilehena, 
westerly- and northerly' tof a point 
line of the Canadian ' Pacific railway. 
The Kootettay-Cariboo &'Pacific railway 
will apply to parliament fiext session'for 
an extension of time. "'4

Preeentaitioni to Smart.
Deputy Minister Sirqirt in baking fare

well of tite interior department to'day 
was presented- with a ease of silver from 
the employees.

PERSONAL.
!'.

PERSONAL. pro-

on the It seems to me, that in this boasted 
land of freedom that a hoy’s sphere can 
only be limited by his ability (strength
ened by an unblemished character), and 
that it is possible for him to discover that 
his sphere is in the councils of his 
try, and perchance ere long on the 
benches of the Imperial House-at West
minster, and such an -honor is possible 
to the boy, born in the log cabin, upon 
the lonely plain or among the -mountain- 

beloved province. 
Shall we say to the noble spirits, under 
the home-spun garment, that there is no 
opportunity in the world1 for them, and 
tcey must, therefore, work on in the 
sphere of life in which it was perhaps 
their misfortune to be born?

I take it, sir, that the spirit of Can
adian citizenship is not in accord with 
such a distorted' view of things. It is 
character that makes the true citizen, 
and not the shekels shaken together in 
one’s pocket. To-day democratic -Can
ada can boast that in parliament, upon 
the judicial bench, in the ministry, at the 
bar and in commercial forefront are to be 
found (and not a few) of her humblest 
horn sons, who have striven- and attained 
by the force of their own characters, and 
whose ambitions have been encouraged 
first of all by the possibilities of an 
educations and that upon the principle 
that to the poorest the same greaf oppor
tunities of making a life should be pos
sible. The people of Victoria would he 
untrue to themselves if they considered 
for a moment that a child should be 
educated according to its sphere.

When one talks of sphere and educat
ing the boy accordingly, it is nothing less 
than arrogant presumption, for in simple 
language it means that God 
ed that some men should 
grovellers, white 
lords of creation. The 
by practical experience, for does not his
tory show that men of low degree have 
risen to heights of fame and honor, 
while many who have been born in- 
luxury have become the very scum of 
society and a disgrace to modern civiliza
tion? It should be the boy’s ambition to 
get beyond and above his early environ
ments, and1 it is the duty of the state to 
a W him accomplish his noble purposes in

coun-

ke place at 3
r

la
passes of our ownTREATY WITti SPAIN.

U o * * «
Stanley Craig, of Nanaimo, accompanied 

by his wife, left on -Thursday by the Queen 
for California. Mr. Craig until ai few 
weeks ago conducted; a carriage building 
and general -blacksmith -business it( Nanai
mo. Consumption In Its initial stage* "de
veloped and It was deemed wise t 
Craig should go to California. He 
ingly sold out his business and' has lelft for 
the south In the hope of cheeking the de
velopment of the disease. i 

* * »
J. T. Stephenson, wife amd daughter, of 

London, Ont., are in the city. They have 
made an extended tour of/Europe and the 
United States and are now on their way 
East. Mr. "and- Mrs. Stephenson and' MlsB 
Stephenson Intend spending several days 
in Victoria and are,guests at the Dominion 
hotel.

7

Mu. it Mr.rj7 a
4. d-

VICTORIA CUSTOMS AND INLAND REVENU#; RETURNS.
It i
J’ %

With the returns approximated for the 
month of December, the figures show
ing the business dione in thé Victoria cus
toms house for the year just ending are 
appended. The total- revenue collected 
will be found to be something less than 
that of a year ago, but this is not sur
prising in view of the increase in the 
Cninese entry tax, which no Oriental has 
yet paid! to enter the Dominion, and also 
in Vview of the war in the Far East,

which was responsible fttr a curtailment 
of the Oriental steamer service, the 
vessels of the Nippon ?Yusen Kaisha 
having been withdrawn ^altogether for a 
number of months. Ad increase in the 
business of the ChinA Mutual’ steamers 
helped too make up for some of the de
ficiencies thus created, end evidence- is 
forthcoming of encouraging growth in 
several lines of Victoria’s commerce. 
The returns for the year are as follows:

* * *

Miss E. B. Pemberton, daughter of Hon. 
A-. F. Pemberton, who has been 
from Victoria for eight

absent 
years, arrived 

on Thursday on a visit to members of the 
family here. Since leaving here she has 
been In England most of the time, but late
ly has been residing to, Windsor, N. S.

* * *

J. G. Johnston te paying his parents on 
the Gorge road1 a visit, having recently ar
rived from Dawson. He has been spend
ing a month at the Ktoeber hotel, a.t the 
Green- River Hot Springs. He was delight
ed with the place as a health resort.

CUSTOMS REVENUE. 
Duty.

----- $ 55,110 33
-----  55,737 15
-----  67,737 53
-----  65,548 34
.... 61,752 02

60,516 23 
.... 62,388 41
.... 70,166 28

-----  73,513 02
.... 59,322 27
.... 57,360 41
.... 54,918 15

u b
Chinese. 
$ 22.00

Other.:
$ 211,7» 

55 85 
461 00 
3010 

91% 20 
312-OX 
17^75 
54,9p. 

235L7Z 
24 15 
88-6P 
50 00

Total.
$ 55,35» 08 

55,798 00 
68,218 53 
65,587 44 
62,704 22 
60,848 30 
62,615 16 
70,244 13 
73,790 79 
59,603 42 
57,538 06 
56,038 15

January
February ....................
March ......... ............. .
April......... .
May .......... ...................
June .........................
July ........i
August .,. . {...........  .
September..................
October ............
November » *....... .
December (estimated)

5 00
20 00
9 00

redestina t- 
always be 

4§hould be the 
eory is crushed

33 00 
20 00 
47 00 
23 00 
44 00 

257 00 
99 00 
70 00

ers

9 mm-
Thus. Kiddie, superintendent of the Tyee 

smelter at Ladysmith,-is registered at the 
Vernon. He came to the city to attend a 
meeting of the local members -of the Am
erican Institute of Mining Engineers held 
here Thursday evening.

tTotals ,$744,069 14 $649 00 $2,621,14 $747,339.28

EXPORTS. -, IMPORTS.

Free?
$ 00; 284 

25,674 
69,922 
56,337 
31*458 
13,531 
17,396 
64,862 
43*147 
31,986 
31,422 
15,432

Domestic. 
7....$ 84,529 
..... 10,575
........ 29,006
........  23,974
........ 21,416
........ 23,397
........ 21,461
........ 41,438
........ 77,157
........  192,726
........213,350
........ 85,979

Foreign.
$ 15,561 

6,496 
13,894 
13,600 

♦ 8,731
12,859 
23,085 
8,005 
7,471 

10,288 
21,908 
17,978-

Dutlable.
$ 176,285 

191,872 
245,384 
220,993 
207,596 
238,062 
225,143 
194,428 
218,315 
199.216 
222,469 
200,855

SHANGHAI CUSTOMS RECEIPTS.

SHramghaii, Dec. 31.—The Shanghai 
customs revenue tor the fiscal year a-m- 
oiimte to over one and one-half million 
pounds.

January ................
February *..................
March .vf...................
April ............................
May . ..........................
June...........................
July .............................
August ..î>................
September ....77....
October .... *.............
November ...................
December (estimated)

Education, can never unfit a lad for the 
duties of life, and any curtailment in the 
public schools of this city would he a 
blow to the best interests of Victoria 
from which it would take years to re
cover.

The system is possible of great im
provement, but the limiting of public 
school instruction- to either age or sphere 
must never be thought of for a moment.

Mr. Sorby would have us believe that 
education- is Becoming a curse, and he 
says it is so evident by tbe number of 
lads and girls parading our streets when 
they should be home. This is

Senator Henry Cabot Lodge on Friday 
presented to President Roosevelt a petition 

•asking for an investigation by the bureau 
of labor and commerce of trade conditions 
In New England to determine what effect 
reciprocity with Canada and Newfound
land: would have npon trade in these states.Totals $836,008 $169,876 $461,441 $2,640,618

The inland revenue collections for the year, ending December 81st, 1904, are as follows: __ an assump
tion not warranted by facts. We must 
remember when such a scathing criticism 
is madte that hundreds of our young 
people who have graduated from onr 
publie schools are occuping positions in 
various parts ofi the province and in the 
country to the south of us, with much 
distinction and credit, not only to them
selves, but to the city wherein they 
educated.

It is simply foolish to say that educa
tion is responsible for the number of 
young people who are to be found

Methylated Other 
License. Spirits. Receipts.

1904. 
January 
February 
March .. 
April ... 
May 1.... 
June ...

Spirits.
$ 8,254 04 

8,130 46 
9,140 42 
7,036 66 

072 47 
345 71 

8,079 64 
12,938 77 
10,440 01 
9,609 68 
7,533 96 

10,475 20

Malt.
$ 2,113 56 

1,482 76 
2,799 31 
1,347 21 
3,236 93 
1,837 34 
1,823 47 
1,946 84 
2,198 62 
1,794 56 
1,727 87 
2,650 79

Tobacco.
$ 2,339 00 $

2,333 75 
3,274 37 
8,707 74 
3,128 88 
2,500 37 
2,731 88 
2,608 11 
3,212 00 
2,727 00 
1,692 25 
1,971 25

digéra. Raw Leaf.
,75 $ 299 00 $

239 20 
270 10 
276 00 
273 79 
228 20
230 60 1,200 00
268 14 
432 20
292 40
254 10 
201 30

Totals.
$ 138,91 35 

13.501 96 
16,351 60 . 
13,304 21 
16,640 60 
18,8^ 97 
14.761 14 
18,724 21 
17,246 94 
16,245 SB 
12,316 90 
16,968 20

$
600 M 
44 00
44 00 56 60

60 00 
100 Off 
18 85

45 05 97 00
123 81

1 00
10 00

9.
8,

July wereAmgnst .. 
September 
October .. 
November 
December

65 00
75 00

06
on our

street» after dark, but if Mr. Sorby had- 
»aid that the home training was at 
fault he would be very much nearer the 
truth. The fact la that

291 32

$100,066 78 $24,967 76 $32,226 00 $9,884 82 $3,264 90 $1,410 00 $1,149 12 $363 50 $181,7» 57<5* parents are
T

criminally negligent in not teaching their 
boys and girls $he principles of morality,, 
and' it is no wonder that many of thelfe 
ruthlessly throw away the golden oppo^ 
tunities of life. If parents would but- 
take their children into their confidence 
regarding the dangers that confront them 
in the formative period of life, and by 
example show them the better way of' 
living, there would be but little cause to- 
complain.

The Bdttfor of tthe Colonist would place 
the Hamit at “certain attainment.” This 
would spell defeat to many a promising 
career, tor to ibe compelled to ©top at a 
certain (point owing tto financial inability- to 
pay certain fees would toe disastrous in
deed. Then It would be unfair from this-/ 
standpoint that ©Otoe 'boys, on account oà 
their greater . mental ability, would be 
through the entire course ini little more 
than half the time taken by other pupils, 
and therefore they would actually eo©t but 
about one-hahf of the amount expended > 
upon the average pupil tall 'the better for 
the. city,, some will say); but why spend 
more on one than the other? No, sir, we- 
rnust view the question from higher 
ground. There must be no age, sphere or 
attainment limit, but absolutely free edu
cation to all; so that when the High school 
ha© been successfully passed through the 
University may 
•the ambitious st
for free education upon the broadest pos
sible lines. If we, cannot have a provincial 
University, let us do the next -best thing: 
Provide the most thorough up-to-date edu
cation In our own Victoria College, and let 
us see that It 1© up-to-date.

I sincerely believe that the Imposition of 
any fee' whatsoever would be. very detri
mental to the best Interests of this city. 
We cannot afford to have it said that Vic
toria’s educational Institution© are behindL 
those of Vancouver or any other enterpris
ing city, but rather should, it be our proud- 
boast to say without fear of contradiction 
that the public school system of the Queen 
City Is second too none in the Dominion of" 
Canada. I am somewhat surprised- to 
find the Colonist so lukenwarm In reference 
to free education, for the editor must know' 
that the United' States sets the progressive 
pace in educational matters, and that in 
many cities, not only is the College and. 
University free too the poorest iboy, but that 
free -technical schools are in operation to 
many centres, and that even in Great Brit
ain a movement Is being directed along the- 
same Une. J hopè to see 'the day when Vic
toria shall also have Its free technical In
stitutions, thus giving to our own children 
the same advantage© that others enjoy 
elsewhere. I am glad to learn, from very 
good authority that a long wished for- 
ohange may be made at an early - date to 
the administration of our High schools, and 
along the line which I have striven for, to
gether with, some of my colleagues, during: 
the last four years.

In closing, let me say that the educa
tional institutions of this city have been 
worked upon a close economic basis; that 
the present staff is, on the wholev the best 
the city has ever had lu It© schools, as Is- 
seen by the average work tin the classes- 
and by the results at recent examinations..

We can be sure of t-hist that many a poor- 
boy who has won hie way too fame and 
honor was inspired by the ray of hope tirait 
shone out from the portals of our free edu
cational Institutions, and again that an 
educated and consequently enlightened 
citizenship is the best asset that any dty 
or country can possess.

n its doors wide forOjpei
udents. I ami out and out

ALF. HUGGETT.

in® MOST DANGEROUS GAME.

r 0The disturbing element in hunting 
elephant or seladang or rhino, has been 
always, to me, at least, the feeling of 
certainty as to whether or not I could 
stop the animal if I wounded it, and it 
charged me. a-s it did on an average of 
once in three ,[imes.„ Rased on my ex- 

eirence, thereforV. J should place' the- 
elephant first .and '"fÇ- rhin - third after 
the seladang. which is fully as formid
able as the Cape buffalo, and is mis-call- 
ed the bison all over India. Each of 
these animals is dangerous on different 
and individual grounds: the elgphant 
thought less likely to charge than any 
of the others, is terrifying because of his 
enormous strength, which stops at no 
obstacle, and the extreme difficulty of 
reaching a vital spot, especially if, with 
trunk tightly coiled, he is coming your 
way. I know: of no sensation more awe- . 
some than standing ankle deep in cling
ing mud, in dense cover, with the jungle 
crashing around you as though the en
tire forest was toppling, as the elephant 
you have wounded comes smashing his 
way in your direction. The seladang i» 
dangerous, partly because of the thick 
jungle he seeks when wounded, but more 
especially because of his tremendous vi
tality arid his usual, though not invari
able, habit of awaiting the hunter on his 
tracks and charging suddenly, swiftly 
anti viciously. It requires close and 
hard shooting to bring down one of these 
six-foot specimens of Oriental cattle. 
Tbe danger of the tiger and of the lion 
is in their lightning activity and feroci
ous strength ; but you have the shoulder, 
in addition to the head shot, if broadside; 
or, rf" coming on, the chest, all1 sure to 
stop it well placed. The reason the 
rhino is so formidable is because its 
vulnerable spots are so hard to reach. 
Its brain is as small in proportion as 
that of the elephant, and may be reach
ed through the eye if head on, or about 
three inches below and just in front or 
just behind the base of the ear, accord* 
tag to your position for a shot.—Caspar 
Whitney, in Outing.

un-

P

WHY THE SALESMAN GOT MAD.

It was a newly-opened haberdasher’s, 
and one window was resplendent with 
neckties and cravats of glorious-^brilli- 
aucy. Confidently they announced in 
gilt letters—“Any Article Removed from 
the Windows!” So when Smithson 
walked in and requested to see that 
“bright pink and green shot with pea- 

„ cock-bine, in the front row,” the polite- 
shopman disarranged the front, and, 
after stale considerable trouble, brought 
out the desired object

“Rather bold, isn’t it?” remarked 
Smithson.

The affable shopman was in complete- 
accord. “Certainly a bit striking.”

“I thought so. You needn’t put it • 
back.”

“Very well,,sir,” and the man began 
to wrap up the thing of beautv in it* 
bed of tissue-paper. “Anything else to
day, sir?”
.. “?h’ 1 don’t tfttnt it,” said Smithson, 
only you know you advertise, ‘Any 

ar.tlcl,6. taken from the window,’ and as 
h,Tdf?us thtof offends my aesthetic
I,‘hoXhtJI d ask to remove it, 

that s all. Good day.’*
Then that shopman philosophized 

audibly, and with much fervor.

I no idea,” he said, “that I sho 
come to claim your offer so soon, an. 
should not have accepted it so quic 
bad I known I 
unusual fee."

“Nl0,..£?ckinKl ou* now,” said the $aw- 
yer- . Here's your $10. Hand over half 
your fee.”

The minister demurred a moment, «aid 
ne would be careful about making such 
rash ,bargains in the future, and then 
tumbled the pup out on 
desk.

1

was to receive such

the lawyer’^

• >•
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THE FATAL RIOT IN POLL’D.

Assassin of Colonel Was Shot TDead— 
Many Persons Wounded During 

Fight With Ttoops.

Berlin, Dec. 31.—A letter to the Lokal 
Anzciger from Cracow describes the at
tack recently made with dynamite on the 
Russian church at Bazon, Russian Per 
land. The church walls and! the graves 
were destroyed.

A military force surrounded all the 
public buildings in the. place within an 
hour and half, and a crowd, numbering 
1,600 persons, gathered atUhe scene sing
ing revolutionary songs. A red! flag was 
hoisted and criew were heard of “Long 
live independent Poland.” Pistols were 
fired.

Presently a military force appeared un
der the command1 of Col. Buletoff, who 
rushed in a state of intoxication from the 
officers’ club and ordered the troops to 
fire On the crowd'. A workingman shot 
the colonel dead, and the adjutants 
bayonetted the assassin and then brain
ed- him with the butts of their rifles. 
Many persons 
numerous arrests were made. Order 
was finally restored towards morning.

At Lodz and other towns troops guard 
the churches to prevent their being de
stroyed.

A special to the Lokal from Chefiowa, 
Russian Poland, where a monument to 
Emperor Alexander I. was recently de
stroyed by dynamite, says the ferment 
there continues, and. that the police are 
searching houses at night for anarchists.

ADMIRAL TOGO TO
CONFER WITH MINISTERS

The Mikado Bestows Presents, Includ
ing Watches Worn by Himself, 

on the Naval Heroes.

Tokio, Dec. 30, 10 a.m.—The Emperor 
presented VicesAdnfi rails Togo and 

Xamimura with a number of articles, 
including wateh-es, formerly wxxm by kim-
mùt.

were wounded, and

Vice-Admiral Togo bas declined, thie rc- 
eeptoom tendered Mm. by the municipality 
of Tokio, cei the ground that the time is 
«art yet ripe for such function.

Vice-Admiral Togo will devote his time 
ie ToMo conferring with Marquis Ito, 
president lot the privy council; Admiral 
Yamamoto, minister of the marry; Vice- 
Admiral I j nine, assistant chief of general 
ataff; Rear-Admiral Seito, vice-minister 
4*f marine, amd otneç- members of the im-' 
pemaj staff, upon, thie plains for future 
conduct of navaC wamftire.

Vice-Admiral Togo to-day attended the 
ffanenal of a -number of officer» and) men 
wOto were killed at Port Arthur while 
-serving under him. He read an eulogy 
upon t'hiem.

. Vice-Admiral Togo addressed their 
.spirits in the foiilowtag words.:

“As I stand before your spirits, I can 
hardly express my feelings. Your por- 
aonaHities are fresh in my memory. Your 
corporeal existence has ceased, but your 
pasting from this world' has been in the 
gallant -discharge of your duty by virtue 
of whihii the enemy’s fleet in this world 

been completeCy disabied and our 
combined fleet holds undisputed commajid 
of the seas.

“I trust thaw wliii- bring peace and rest 
to your spirits.

“It isi my agreeaible duty to avail pay-, 
arilf of my presence in this city, whither 
I have been catted by our Emperor, to 
render a report of oar successes to the 
«pints of these wiho sacrificed their 
-earthly exnStemoe in the attainment of so 
important a result as that above ren-

BRITAIN AND STATES.

Russian Newspaper Comments on the 
Rumors of an Alliance.

St. Petersburg, Dec. 31.—The Russian 
newspapers are beginning to discuss the 
British and continental reports of an al
leged Anglo-American alliance, but con
sider that theyXhave not any solid foun
dation, and that they represent more 
British anxiety to have it appear that 
such an alliance is in prospect than the 
deliberate purpose of the United- States 
to abandon her traditional policy, which 
renders a lasting agreement impossible.

One paper remarks: “It is a touching 
sight to see Jonathan stretching across 
the sea to John, -but both indulging in 
Mephistophelian laughter, which seems 
te have escaped European observation.”

GENERAL UPRISING FEARED.

Ex-Governor of German Southwest Af
rica 'IhSnkB There Will Be 

More Trouble.

New York, Dec. 31.—A Berlin dispatch 
to itlhe Times says:

“Colonel Leuitwein, fhe ex-goverfior of 
German Southwest Africa, has just ar
rived' at Hamburg. In. an interview he 
said-: T am accused of too much leni
ency. I cannot find this wrong. I was 
firmly convinced! that I could win the 
natives by mildness. At -the same time, 
had I had 10,000 men instead of 400, it 
would1 have been better.’

"The coUonefl admitted that a general 
uprising of the natives of Africa may be 
feared,"

afered.”

BU9SIAN QUARTERS
SOUTH OF MUKDEN.

Mukden, Dec. 31.—Nemionovitch Dam-r 
-chetrko, the famous Russian, war corres- 
pondeni, who has just returned from)’ an 
inspection of the quarters- occupied! by 
the Russian officers and1 privates at the 
front, says:

“une couki hardly imagine a greater 
«tiûtraet than afforded! by the tired army 
after the battle of Liao. Yang and the 
army mow resting south of Mukden. The 
wen five in du gouts, but most of the 
officers in huts above ground. Aside from 
the fact that there are only five officers 
to a hut. and! that the latter contains 
more decorations, there is MttQe difference 
Between the men’s and the officers’ quar
ters. Everybody is well fed amd com- 
- - • , The dugiotits are all shell-proof

h, h»a a stove with sleeping 
round the stove. The men are 
;i with clothing, warm under- 
ostly of Chinese manufacture, 

iL .. Ctonese boots than can. be 
■ ’ «'Russia/" Beth houses Are-ta*-

> or,je for the officers'and1 one for the
' • -ach company,

iwftce weekly.
laundry hanses are always supplied w4th 
Ik* water and there is no dampness in 
the t*a tumntS quarters.

“Thie officer» and! men partake of the 
noe fare, which, is distributed each day 
an big coppers from the camp totehous. 
A ration consists of a pound of meat and 

S . -two„ andi * half pounds of bread, with 
tea twice daily. There are short rations 
tof sugar, but the onlly shortages ohserv- 
aUe were sugar. Everyone would ap
preciate books and papers. Every print
ed1 bit » read, even1 the advertisements. 
The postal facilities are poor. Since the 
Hire» have been reserved Sor military and 
press use, private telegrams have all been 
Sarwarded by mail from Irkutsk.

“There is Mitjle sickn-ees owing to the 
rare taken, with drinking water. There 
•Ie a guard! at each weft. Some companies 
havr used waiter from the Shakhe river. 
Water parties go to the banks unarmed. 
There is a general truce With water par
ties of both sides, and! much chaff be
tween the Russian,» and Japanese is ex- 
rteanged across the river. The tempera
ture to six degrees below zero (Fahren
heit), and! is expected to be colder.”

DR. CHADWICK ARRIVES.
Declined to Talk of Indictment, Saying 

‘ He Has No Authoritative 
Information.

•<r
LAND FOR FARMERS.

ft
American Firm Buys Fifty-Four Thou

sand Acres Near Calgary.

Winnipeg^ Dec. 31.—An American firm 
has purchased 54,000 acres of land from 
the Canadian Pacific, east of Calgary, 
which will be settled1 with good farmers. 
It comprises a portion set aside by the 
company as being too high for irrigation 
purposes.
$280,000, and was purchased by a syndi
cate headed by Mr, Belseker, president 
of Seven different banks in Minnesota 
and Dakota.

The transaction involved

8The water is 
The separate

!
A NEW COMET.

Washington, Dec. 31.—The naval ob
servatory here waa notified1 last night by 
cable from Kiel, Germany, of the dis
covery of a comet by BonreMy, of Mar 
eeSffiee, ridge ascension one 'hour fourteen 
minutes south, declination ten hours no 
minutes. This comet was immediately 
looked, upon and observed by Messrs. 
Hammond and Wright, of the no.va, ob
servatory. Observations will be con
tinued every clear night.

“HER OWN WAY.

Maxine Elliott and Company at the Vic
iera Last Night.

A' crowded house welcomed Maxine 
Elliott and Company last evening in 
“Her Own ÏVay," a drama designed 
special^- for that beautiful and talented 
actress by its author, Clyde Fitch. The 
parquet, balcony and gallery were pack
ed, which indicates that good looks and 
■handsome gowns count for a great deal 
with Victoria players. But on the whole 
while the show was not the treat many 
expected, it must be acknowledged, that 
the play admirably suits fhe lady for 
whom it was written.

played in a novel manner. A 
children’s birthday party is the first 
scene, and the effect of the bright 
juvenile chatter is altogether charming. 
The free and easy comments of the kid
dies on their eiders provokes much 
laughter.

“Her Own Way” is not new in its 
theme. There are the two lovers just 
created) for one another, and the schem
ing villain who happens to be a multi
millionaire. There is the temporary suc
cess of the schemer, and his ultimate 
utter defeat and the happy reunion of the 
lovers.

Maxine Elliott as Georgina Curley 
showed marked improvement to her act
ing since her last appearance here with 
her husband, Nat C. Goodwin, in “When 
We Were Twenty-one." She retains the 
beauty and grace which- have been her 
chief advertisement, hut after all it 
hardly be sa Id' that she is histrionically 
strong, although very pleasing.'

Her support was capable, James 
Oarley as Sami. Coart, the multi-million
aire, end Chas. Cherry, as Lieut. Richard 
Ooleman, meeting the demands 
them iif satisfactory style.

Comedy is provided by the hair
dresser, Miss Bella Shindle, a role that 
was taken by Geo. Lawrence. His 
descriptions of Christmas bargains, 
demonstrations of character sketching by 
hair, etc., were first-class.

It ie

New York, Dec. 31.—Dr. Leroy Chad
wick. of Cleveland, who is under indict
ment in Cleveland with his wife, Mrs. 
-Ossie L. Chadwick, for uttering a 
forgery, reached here to-day on the 
«teemer Pretoria, of the Hamburg Am
erican line.

When asked for an interview, Mr. 
Chadwick exclaimed brusquely, “
«fine to talk on any subject.” T 

informed of his

I de
bater, he 

indictment.was ,
Trembling markedly. Dr. Chadwick said: 
•T hâve heard nothing of this matter, 
and will say nothing until I get some 
authoritative information.”

HANDED TO CITY.

Comptroller of Chicago Receives Money 
Found in fhe Iroquois Theatre 

After Fire.

Chicago, Dec. 31—The money found 
5n the Iroquois theatre after the fire has 
been turned over by City Custodian 
Dewitt C. Cregir to Comptroller Mc
Cann, the required year of holding for 
claimants having passed. The box full 
ef coins and tbe envelopes, containing 
«Starred bank notes and bits of bills, are 
rained at $280, and will go to the police 
pension fund. Many of the coins were 
burned or crushed until almost unrecog
nizable.

can

m STRIKE SPREADING.

TSflis, Trans-Oaucaeia, Russia, Dec. 
31.—The strike at Baku continues. The 
street railroads have suspended) service, 
the electric light wires have been cut amd 
the newspapers are not publishing.

TQ FRUSTRATE A CORNER.Ks>i
Agreement Reached Among Pig Iron 

Merchants of Great Britain.♦r
- -v

* DondKm, Dec. 31.—The pig iron mer- 
“ ' «bants of Great Britain have concluded 

an agreement whereby in the new con
tracte sped fled' brands of American pig 
iron will be tenderable against spec- 

• «dative contract» iin the United1 Kingdom. 
I Fourteen American brandi» are listed, of 
I whftch ten. are from Alabama and four 
k from Tennessee. The new arrangement
I will allow uae detivery of AOnerioan

brands instead of British in the event of 
an attempt to establish a corner in the

.... JJ-UBZOJIIS»

The Pope on Friday received in private 
audience In his study Baroness Macdonald, 
widow of itih-e latte Canadian Premier. The 
Pontiff on this occasion ©poke In French 
for -perhaps the first time In a private 
audience. He asked 'Lady ’M-acdonJald to 
alt next ito him, saying toha* flier visit was 
an honor $or.hiimL The Pope said he knew 
how fairly her late hnsband had ever treat
ed the Canadian Catholics, and; presented 
the Baroness with a medal bearing the 
Pope’s head on one side and his arm* on 
the other side.rketi u j
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