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DISCUSSED THE
TWO PER CENT, TAX

—

MORNING SESSION
OF THE CONVENTION

Up Country Delegates Advance. Reasons
Why Mining Should Be Relieved
of This Charge.

(F'rom

Wednesday's ‘Daily.)

The Provincial Mining Association 4s-
sembled for business this meorning in the
assembly room of the hoard’ of trade
building. The room was crowded to its
utmost at the call to order at 13<o'clock.
Other delegates are yet to arrive, so thag
the total'convention will undoubtedly
number three hundred and fifty from
points outside Victoria. The delegates
are here for businc:\"s, and at the meet-
ing this morning showed unmistabably
that questions of sentiment’ were mot
going to play any important part in con-
nection with their work. They are here
to discuss matters affecting the mining
industry.

J. B. Hobson, with whom the-idea of
forming such an organization originated,
very aptly described the situation in eon-
versation when he stated ithat a great
many people who underestimated the im-
portance of the movement would be sur-
prised before the convention - closed.
“These men,” he said, as he -glanced
around the ecrowded corridors of the
Driard hotel, “are not here £0F their
health.” :

The meeting was called to order this
morning at the apopinted hour by A. L.
Belyea, who, in doing so, called atten-
tion to the fact that this was the first
miners’ convention for the prevince. He
hoped they would do their work well
and feel when the convenfion was over
that what was done would result in
advancing the interests of theé principal
industry of this province. He stated
that the first business would be Co eler:t
a temporary chairman.

A number of nommatxons were made..
all declining with the:exception ‘of John
Keen, of-Kalso, and D. W, Higgins, of
Victoria. The former was) elecfed ;
the position, and in a brief speech.open-
ed the meeting to business. He fhaked
the gathering on behalf of. his: dlstrid:
for the honor done theur and him .in
selecting him for the pesition. He ad-
vised them to go to work at once and do
their work expedifiously. It was'a mat-~
ter of- congnratulations that the mine
owners, the mine workers, the profes-
sional men and all other classes should
be moulded into one harmonious' whole.
He advised that only a credential com-
mittee should be nppo‘nted at* tlns sit-
ting. §

Nominations for :ecretﬂry ‘weré then
opened, and H. Mortimer-Lamb-and A.
L. Belyea were put:in nomination.. Mr.
Lamb was elected.

D. W. Higgins brought up a quest on
which he thought should® come before
the credential commiftee. According to
the rules laid down by the provisifonal
executive the mepresentation from: ‘Vie-
toria and Vancouver, he said, was lmit-
ed to 20 members from each place. Vie-
toria had only sent 20 delegates. Van-
couvér;“hé understood, "hodVabout 46
members. He thought the’ committee
might-tiake 'this subject up.

Jos. Hunter, M. P, P., was 'Sotty Mr.
Higgins had raised this question. They |
were now lapparently to have the usual
scrap between these two cities, . (Cries
of ‘“No, no.”
to the reports of the papers there were
about 70 delegates from these two cities.
He did not favor increasing the Victoria
delegation. Hie advised that the delega-
tion from each of these two cities should
be reduced to fen each, sp that these
cities should not dominate the conven-
tion.

Mr. Higgins percicted he was not try-
ing to raise eectional feeling.- If the
delegation was to be reduced he wouid
gladly be ome to step out. He did nof
favor reducing the delegation, hiowever,
as the convention might thus Iéde vali |
able services. He moved: the. réference
of the matter to the credential commit-
tee, % .
The chairman geading from the call
held that every twemty members of a
local -association was entitled to a dele-
gate. The executive committee had no
power to alter the rules adopted af the
meeting without the consent of
meeting.
the names of Victforia and Vancouver
throughout the convention, and that the
name of British Columbia be substitut-
ed. (Loud applause))

J. B. Hobson held that the chairman
voiced his sentiments. He had been in-
JYerested in mining during the greater
part of his life. and had found no rea-
son to fear either the merchant or the
professional man.
a mistake to limit the delegations, as
the executive commitiee had done. He
thought they were all gathered to ad-:
vance the interests of the mining indus-
try. Every one should be *welcomed.

A. C. Hirschfield ®xplained that there
delegates from Vancouver. | ises then occupied being too small. They

were only 22
Many of those were represenfatives of
places otherithan Vancouver.

F. C. Woifenden,

protested that as a representative from

the up country that the business of the
mecting was not fo listen to questions
of rivalry between Victoria and Van-
couver,
try.

Mr. Higgins said that after the ex-
planation of Mr. Hirschfield the matter
might be allowed to drop.

The meeting heartily
this, and showed by their applause that
the \.num*t was uninteresting to them.

The question of the appointment of a
committee on ecredentials then came up

v hnn ‘r was decided to constitute it by !

1z one delegate from each place

rr\;)"rm nted. The delegates from several
of the camps mot having arrived. these
placeg: were left unrepresented For tlie
present. The following were appointed.

Arpen Grove—J. Bart.

A¥rmsirong—T. C. Wolfenden.

Asheroft—H, G. Leamon,

Alberni—H. F. Newton.

Barkerville—Tohn Hopp.

Bullion—F. W. Alexander,

He said {hat according |

that !
He suggested~that they dropl

Bear River—Chas. Frank.
Clinton—-8. W. Foster.
Cedar Hill—W. F. Loveland.
Camp MecKinney—N. Nicholson.
Cowichan—Clermont Livingston,
Crofton-—Hermann Bellinger.
Duncans—Harry Smith,
Ferguson—Frank Holton,
Fairview—H. N, Chaplin.
West Coast—Clas. Dooley.
Windermere—R. 8. Kelly.
Phoenix—G. W. Rumberger.
Eholt—Arthur Rendell,
Trail—R. M. Perdue,
Kelowna—J. Gilman.
Trout Lake—Mr, Langstaff,
Vernon—H. C. Mellor.
Victoria—D. W. Higgins.
Vancouver—C. D. Rand,
Van Anda—Alex, Grant,
Quesnelle Fork—!, XicUrae.
Quesnelle—Senator Reed.
Rossland—F. W, Rolt.
Revelstoke—W. M. Brown.
Slocan—A. Yorke,
Sidney—T,  R. ‘Marshall.
Nicola Valley—A. E. Howse.
Nicola Lake—J. W. Collis.
North Saanich--Clive Phillipps-Wol-
ley.
Nelson—S. 8. Taylor.
Olalla—S3. M. Peterkin.
120-Mile—R. Berland.

Queen  Charlotte Island—W. H.

| Dempster.

* Kaslo—W. J. Holmes,
Kamloops—A. D. Ashley.
Lac la Hache—R. W. MeClure.
Lillooet—D. Herring.
New Denver—W, S. Drewey.
Fernie—Mr. Thompson,
Marysville—M. McMann.
Lytton—H. Graham,
Ladysmith—T. Kiddie.
Fort Steele—Hon. H. Polling.
Grand “orks—Geo. Fraser.
Greenwoo\—Mayor Smailes.
Hedley—F. H. Wollaston,
H. Mortimer-Lamb, the secretary, was
also appointed a member *of the cre-

.dential committee.

The chairmas: outlined from the eall
for the convention the line of procedure
whid¢h the committes would require te
follow.

The meeting then adjourned until 2.30
this afternoon, the credential committeg
meeting at once after adjournment.

For the convenience of the delegates
the C. P. R. and Western Union Tele-
graph Companies have fitted up ‘offices
in the building alongside of the assembly
rooms, where the conveﬂtion is being
held.

The local aqsocmtwn are tendering na
receptum to’ the visiting de]egates this
eveniag in the city hall. This is planned
to. give not only every member of the
local. associafion an opportunity te meet
the wvisitors, but is also intended to give
| the citizens generally the same opportun-
ity.--Every one of the 800 members of
the'docal associationis expected to at-
tend. Herbert Bert, secretary of the
Tourist ‘Associatioi, {tas had the arrange.
ment of a suitablé programme in hand.
An entertaining one will be given.’
Among others taking part are Col.
Munro, J. H. Worlock, Fred. Richard-
son, Wm. Hicks, Frank LeRoy and the
Big Four, e

Mayor McCandless will be present,
and will deliver an address of welcome te
the visitors. Evyery citizen ig cordially-
invited to be present and, de.their part
towards extending to the visitors from
all parts of the*province a hearty wel-
come to the capital city.

Arrangements have. been made by
which the boxing bout between Hill and
Hill in the Victoria Athletic Assoecia-
tion’s rooms to-night will not take place
until: 10 o’clock, enabling: those ~whe
wish to attend that an opportunity to be
present at the reception as well,

(From Thursday's Daily.)

Delegates to the mining eonvention
continues to arrive. Last @vening the
Atlin delegation reached the ¢ity by the
steamer Amur.. From fime to time
others are reaching the capital, and by
this evening all may be expected to have
arrived.

In addition to the accredited delegates
there is a very considerable number who
have arranged business matfers so as to
be in this city during the convention,
Others very deeply interested in the suc-
cess of the association have come at
their own expense from points not send-
ing delegates.

The members are very enthusiasfic,
and there is evident a strong desire to
keep down to business and reach the

main objects of the meeting at as early

a period as possible.

On opening yesterday afternoon’s
meeting, Chairman Keen introduced His
Worship Mayor MecCandless, ‘who an-
nounced -that he had great pleasure in
welcoming such a delegation to the city.
It was, he believed, the largest and most
representative convention, either as a
mining organization or of any other
kind, which had ever been held in the
cify. He extended an invitation to the
delegates to meet in the city hall, so
that they might become better acquaint-
ed and give the citizens individually an
opportunity of extending them a hearty
welcome to this the capital city of Brit-
ish Columbia.. He hoped that as a re-

| tion that the cloud which
He held that it was;

!in the city.

from Armstrong, | venient to meet the citizens in the city

but to discuss the mining indus-

acquiesced in |

sult of the deliberations of the conven-
seemed to
hang over the mining industry in the
province would be lifted, and that it

| would gain its rightful plaee as the lend-v

ing industry of the province,

He offered them the city hall for the
place of meeting if they found it advis-
able to change on: account of thé prem-

were welcome to anything they wanted
If they could find it con-

kall in the evening he would be highly
pleased. If they thought business was

of more importance and preferred to go?

on with that he ¢ould only say go ahead’
with business;, .and the citizens would
| meet them some other time, The aeific
Club, he said, had been thrown open.
_All must.feel themselves at home while
‘tin the city.

A motion being put fo accept the im-
vitation of the Mayor and the city of
| Victoria, Dr. Sinclair, of Rossland, said,
f. that while he appreciated the invitation
of the Mayor, yet they were here for
business and wanted to get away as
soon as possible. (Laughter.) They, de
sired to leave as little money as ﬂ;ev
cenld in  Victoria. = (Launghter,)

noved in amendment that they mpﬁg

to Dbusiness tl\m evening at the same
| time thankmg the Mayor fo;b his kmd in-
1 vitation.
The chairman asked who seconded the
| amendment,
(Laughter.)

A Voice: “Never hother,”

No-seconder was found ard the origin-~

shaw,

Geo. G
J. Brethowr.

Henderson, W.

Coulliry, B,

‘Capt.

al motion carried. The chairman said
they knew that seductive influences
would be used by the hospitable people
of Victoria,
that the delegates would have fallen a
prey to them so soon. (Laughter.)

It was decided in view of the fact
‘{Hat' thé assembly rooms ‘of the board
of 'trdde building was too small for the
accommpodation of the delegates, that
the mieetings be held in the city hau,

M. McMahon, of Maysville, was ap-
pointed assistant secretary.

“The . credential committee brought in
the' fellewing report:

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen:—Your com-
mittee appointed for the purpose of exam-
ining the credentials of delegates to this
convention beg to report as follows: 't'he
commiittéee’ met at 12.30 p. m.,, Mr. D. W,
Higgins Being appointed to the chair.
creodantials of the following delegates were
1)1ﬁuxtu,l. and duly accreuited:

ent Grove—J. E. Bate.

Alm,stroug—’l‘ C. Wolfenden.

Asheroft—J. E.. Knight, Isaac Lehman,
Jas.  B. K Leighton, Stuart Henderson.

Albersi—H. E. Newton.

Barkerville—John Hopp, F. C. Laird, H.
E. C. Carry.

Lulh(»n—d B. Hobson, F.
J. Barker.

Bear River—Chas. Frank,

voemsginus—P. J. Pearson.

tgh}qod—lé. WH IPeatt I.\lames Phair.
nton—F Poster, M. Gillvrey, J. W.
>UiiEon,2 G D. Roard. &

Cedar Hill+-W. F. Loveland, J. Shopland,
C. E. King.

Camp McKinney—Henry Nicholson.

Cowichan—Mr. Ldvingston, H. Smith, T.
A. Wood.

Crofton—H. €, Belliuger E. E. Taylor.

Clayoquot—T. A. Marshall,

Eholt—R. H. Anderson, G. A. Rendell.

kerguson—F. Holden, D. G. Forbes, R.
Hodge, J. Sutherland.

Fairview—L. W. Shatford, Byron Guest.

Fort Steele—J. A, Harvey, Hon. H. Pol-
len, J. T. Laidlaw, J. B. Langley.

Fernie—J. H. Tonkin, 8. Bownell P Vo

Martin

Mott.
Grand Forks—A. C. Flumerfelt,
Burrell, M. Spiers, Geo. Fraser, F. M.
Kerby, W. K. C. Manly, W. Dlnsmore, J.
B. Henderson (alternate), Thos. Foulson,
Ernest Miller (alternate).

Golden—H. G. Parson, O. D. Hoar.
Greenwood—Frederick Keffer, Albert I.
Goedell, Ralph Smaliles, W. G Gaunce,
Henry Johns, H. P. l)lckluson, Sydney
Oliver, . Wm., Bssensa, M. Galbraith.
Hedley Cttxhk‘ H. Wollaston, C. H.
Arundelf, ¥. Devereux.

Horseﬂy —Joseph Hunter, M. P. P., R. H.
Campbell.

lsnslo—~W J. H. Holmes, W. V. Brad-

Keen, Mr. McAndrews, Mr. What-
ney, W. Y. Popwltt, W. A. Davies.
ops—H. G. Ashby, M. Delaney, A.

N. Gray, T. J. Roadley, A. W. Gray.
Kelowna—J. Dillworth.

Lac: La Hache—R. D. McClure.

Lake Bennett—Randolph Whitfield.
‘Lillooet—Dan, Harley, W. J. Abercrombie.
Ladysmith—7T. Kiddie, W. Jones.
Lytton—If. Graham.

Marysville—W. H. McMahon.

D;\ew Deaver—W, 8. Drewry, Geo. H.

wsom.

l\lcoln Vaueyﬁl W Collis.

Nicola” Lake—A. E. Howu.

N. Smanich—1" W Pate M. P.,
G.~ Sgngster, Clive P'hmlppsWolley.

New Wesiminster—J. Thompson. -

Nelson—R. - Hedley, J." M. Hedley, P.
Maulin, J. M. Black, Mr. Gigor, 8. S. Tay-
lor, F. 8 Farrell, R. Robertson, G. Mec-

Donald, A. H. Gracey, F. C. O’Reilly, Capt.

Duncan, R. Heddle, W. Dickie Hill,
©Olafla—L. M. Peterkin.
150:-Mile—E. A. Carew-Gibson, M. Menton,
Robt. . Bortand, J. Forester, J. P. Murphy.
Phoerix—Geo. W. Bumberger, James,
Pumeh, J. W. Astley, F. Westwood, H.
R. Wildiams, W. J. Parker.
Queen Charlotte Island—W. H. Dempster.
Quesnel Forks—J. McRae.
Quesnel—Heon. J. Qeid.
Quesnel lake—lames Moore.
Rossland-—b; Sinclair, E. B. Kirby, G.
McBride,” A. C. Galt, K. C., R. A.

Hobbes. Britton Duke, Stephen Deschamps,
W.

W. 7B, Downsend, A.
Rolt, ‘H. G.

8. Goodeve, F
Seaumn,v A. G. Moody, Paul
R. Warden, J. W, Paulson, A.
McMillan, R. B. Wrightson, ' R. Marsh,
Mayor Dean, K. Martin, Smith Curtis.
kevelstoke—J, M. Swtt A. Johnson, W.
M. Brown, F. McCarty.

Sandon—W. 8. Drewry, B. Wilson.
Sloean—A. ;York, J. W. Purvence, W. H.
Da»l;l-dson, W. D. McGregor, F. D. Wood-
coc
Sidney ~ Inlet (West Coast)—W. James
Jones, Dr. Marshall, John Mclnas.
Sechart—W. Pooler.

Soda Creek—Wm. Adams, John Hopp.
Stanley—H. Jones, Joseph Hunter, M.P.P.
i Trail—Noble Prums, W. H. Aldriuge, D.
Moore, R. M, Perdue, C. A. McNally, J. M.,
Turnbull, ‘A. D. Dickson.

Trout Lake—G. W, Stead, H. McPliérson,
J.’J. Longstaff, J. C. Murray.

Vernon—H. (. Muller (2 proxies), A.
Watson, J. A. McKelvie, C. B. Lefroy.
Victoria—A. L. Belyea, Dr. T. J. Jones,
J. Herrick McGregor, D. W. Higgins, A. A.
Sparks, ‘J. W. ‘Bolden, H. ‘Mortimer-Lamb,
L. Thompson, €. Dubois Mason, J.
C.' Waters, A. B. Fraser, sr.,, Roland Ma-
chin, H. B, Thompson, N, S Clarke, A. 8.
Emery, A. Johnson, Julius Meinecke, C. H.
Lugrin, C. Hayward M, MeEachern.
Vancouver—A. C. Hirschfield, W. D. Hay- |
Gilman, Chris. < Foley, Jas.:

Vance, Darck Mcponald.,
H. Ketchum, F. E.” Wood-
Holt, T J.

woed, E. P,
Watts, H. W.
Peter Laud, W.
side,. John McLaren, F. K.
Smith, ¥. H. Lantz, 'C. D. Rand, Frank
Richards, A. E. Blackburn, J. E. Botterel,
R. B. Skinner, O. Sweeney, John Scott, G.
H. Dawson.

Van Anda—Alex, Grant, J. D. Fraser.

West Coast—C. Dawley

Windermere—R. 8. Gallop. R. R. Bruce,
G. A. Starks.

A, discyssion ;arose as to whether the
ccnvention eould recognize proxies. A
motion to the effect that proxies. would
not 'be allowed was, however, lost, and
an amendment permitting the employ-
ment of proxies carried. On motion of
Mr. 8. 8. Taylor, seconded by Mr. Rand,
the coAmmttee decided that the only other
credentials to be considered by this com-
mit.tee. will be those of delegates who
will be actually in atiendance.

The report was adopted.

The chairman suggested ‘the appoint- |

ment of a comimittee on by-laws and
constitutions, and one on resolutions.

D. W. Higgins moved that a commif-
tee of five should be appointed to frame
and report rdles of order for the guid-
ance of the meeting,

S. S. Taylor thought that.a constitu-
-tionapd by-laws would provide the rules
‘4| vaxder, and thought the committee
having that in hand could begiven this
duty.

Mr., Higgins thought that the ques-
tion of constitution and by-laws was an
important matter, and would require
considerable thought. He suggested
that the sasne committee might be given
the two dutieésto perform. 2

IL‘ WS suggested that the number on
_ﬂ"xf "eommittee should be increased fto
‘ten.,., Mr, Higging agreed with this, and
fdccordingly ,the motion was altered to
coyer these duties,

A delegate thought the constifution
was too important a matter fo be dealt
with af this stage of the proeeedings. He
suggested that those interested in the
il‘i"tia';l move should state what had been
dohe’ and -what they proposed for the
future,

J.’B. Hobson, in explanation, said that
all that had been done was to call the
.cenyention. They were absolufely free
to- aflopt 'such a constitution as they
Avished,

TThe motion was earried, and the fol-

lowing commitiee named by the chair:j

,“C T

‘Rand, Hon, D. W. Higgins, J, B.
Hohsm, Chn: Woley, A.: C, Galt
Sen! Heed, ‘8. 8. Taylor, W. S.

meig, ns Stables M. P, P, and
In 'regpotise to a request from the

but he had not éexpected |

The ;

W. Alexander,.‘

;the legitimate mining

“I have decided, mother, to refuse that

rich Mr. Brown.” Can you find him?

meeting Mr. Hobson was called upon to
give some suggéstions which it was held
on account of 'his experience would be
of the greatest’ value to the convention.

Mr. Hobson said he had prepared for
this by writing' the following address:

“Gentlemen:—I congratulate you upon
the favorable auspices under which you
meet here to-day. Your prompt response
to the ‘call for a miners’ convention
proves conclusively that you are hefe
to make a united and determined effort
to bettér the conditions surrounding the
mining industry, and to encourage the
development of the vast mineral re-
sources of the province.

“You are he;e to-day, gentlemen, for
the purpose of organizing a “Provincial
Mining Association, the object of which
will be to engourage and foster the de-
velopment of the mining industry, which
must be considered the paramount in-
dustry of the-province.

“The- association, as 1 understand it,
will not ‘be a ‘technical one, concerning
itself with the .science and practice  of
mining; nor a, commercial and financial
one, concerning. itself with mining pro-
perties and investments; nor should it
have anything to do with labor prob-
lems, or interfgre in any way. with labor
unions. Most of the mining - organiza-
tions of the wprld have been:formed for

these and similar purposes (with the ex-

ception of the {alifornia Miners’ Asso-
ciation, which has attained such wonder-
ful success). {1

“This association from ' its beginning
should make united efforts to secure
legislation-in behalf of the whole mining
industry, and cotherwise promote and
protect the legal rights and privileges
of miners, prespectors, mine owners and
mining investdss. -

“In all other matters’ of general im-

portance, it shéould represent the whole
mining interest, and express its policy,
and let this be the second association or-
ganized in the,world inthe general in-
terest of the mining industry.
* “It should represent the concentrated
influence of the population .of the pro-
vinee direectly or indirectly interested in
the industry of mining, Its influence will
be fstrongly felt in the halls.iof parlia-
ment and the provincial legislature,

“Through being composed of men.rep-
resentative of the begt ability and char-9
acter in the British Columbia miniag
field, by adopting conﬂmtlve measnures
and. conciliatory methods, and working
with energy to secure its ends, it wiil se-
cure and maintain the confidence and re-
spect of the people. It will do much to

simprove the ptesent depressed ;condition

iof the. industry and restore confidence in
investor, who is
required to assist in placing the mineral
industry of thé province on the basis foy
large and proﬁtable production it should
be.

“I feel confillent, gentlemen, that ‘the
association yoi will organize to-day will
maintain its vitality so long as there is

' mining done m the province of British

-Columbia.

“The success of the association will
depend upon fle basis tipon which it will
be organized, $o I urge upon you to be

" careful to organize upon a carefully laid

foundation. If this is done, the associa-

‘tion cannot fail to be a grand success,

and general prospenty will surely re-
sult.” (Cheers.)

He said he had nothing to add to this.
They had a lot of werk to do, and ad-

vised the convention to get at it.

:(Cheers.)

After discussion, it was decided to ap-
point a committee on resolutions repre-
senting every district sending 'a delega-
tion. It was ‘peinted out that the cem-
‘mittee would ‘be too unwieldy, and the
matter was recensidered.

Capt. Livingston Thompson suggested
that a commxttee of ten be appointed by
-the chairman.”

A. C. Galt thought a committee of five

" was sufficiently large to attend to this.

Others thought as great interests were
represented the committee ‘ should  be
made larger than five.

A L. Belyed urged that expedition
would be gained by a smaller committee.
\He advised a'committee of five selected
from Kootengy, Boundary, Bower Main-
land, Cariboo and Vancouver Island.

John Dean,/ mayor of Rossland, favor-
ed. the original mction, by which every
distriet was répresented.

Another suggestion was offered that
each mining division should be represent-
ed.

Capt. Livingston Thomson favored a
small committee, which would be able to
draft the resolutions in a concise form.

F. W. Rolt’wanted to know what the
powers of thé committee would be.

J. Herriot McGregor thought the com-
mittee could not curtail the right of any-
one to bring a resolution before the meet-
ing.

. hhe chmrmnn said the 'duties of a
‘committee on resolutions was to expedite
smatters and pat subjects in:doncise form.
i Jos. Hunter, M. P. P, e¢laimed the
right to introduce a motion in his own
form and not open to emasculation by a

committee.
Before the discussion ceased four pro-

posals were before the meeting.

The last amendment, that of relegating
the selection of a committee .of ten to
the committee on eredentials was carried
by a vote of 87 to 79.

Mr, Higgins offered the suggestion
that the members in rising to address
the meeting should give their names and
address. This would be a great con-
venience to the secretary, the press re-
presentatives and all in attendance,

Cries:  ‘“What’s your name?” Answer
—“Smith.”

Rich Marsh, of Rossland, urged that
resolutions be put in writing during 'the
remainder of the convention.

The resolution was carried.

Chairman, Keen explained that the
meeting had been conducted somewhat
free and easily during the preliminary
parts, but when a set of rules was
brought in then they mpst look out for
sharp enforcement of them.

The meeting, tlien adjourned until 10
o’clock this morning, the meeting. to be
held in the city hall.

VICTORIA'S WELCOME.

Enjoyable Reception ’I‘emiered the Dele-
gates in City Hall Last Evening,

Victoria: informally capitulated to tle
army of visiting delegates iast evening.

It was the city’s welcome be the repre-|

sentatives of ihis gréat province in the-
present movement, and threugh tiem
her heartiest greetings io- thoseesister
communnities they represent. - The re-
ception was an exceedingly pleasant one,.
and ifs successful charaéter reflects no
Bttle credit on the’ cominittee Which ‘had |
the arrangemeents in (;barge

It was signally fitting. that the func-
tion should: be held in the council cham-
ber. The proceedings. while informal in
their nafure, officially’ voiced tihe- senti~
ment of the people at large towards the
vigitors,. and' it was therefore highly ap-
propriate that the reception. should take
place in the legislative hall in which the
civic enactments are made. Ordinanly,
the most enthuiastic city fathen, it is

true, can find littie iy that municipal

forum ‘to. gratify the aesthetic eye, but
last night the p'ace was transformed.
Flags and bannerets, arranged by Chief
Watsen and staff, adorned tle room,
while ‘suffiéient accommodation had been:
preparéd for the large number expected:.

The 1 was well filled Iong before
Mayor MeCandiess delivered his address
of weleome. /Finn’s orchestra was onm
hand throughout the evening, and de-
lighted an appreciative audience with a
programme they were generously dis-
posed not te limit. In addition te this
entertaining feature sengs were render
ed by well-known taleaf, all the per-
formers evoking- unstinted applause.

The reception exemplified Vietoria's
ability to receive conventiens. Every
one of the several hundred delegates
was made te feel at heme, and the re-
marks of the visitimg speakers left no
doubt of the success with which the
ecommitfee’s. efforts were attended, In
the future strenueus efforts should be
put forth to make this city the cohven-
tion headquarters of the West.

His Worship Mayor McCandless pre-
sided: In opening the proceedings he
expressed his pleasure at being aecord-
ed the opportunity of extending to the
visiters, on behalf of the city, a hearty
welcome. The present reception had
been arranged in order thaf the citizens
might meet the delegates in social spirit,
and alse to give the latter an opportun-
ity to become acquainted with one an-
other. He hoped that their stay in the
city would be a pleasant one, and that
while here they would feel thoroughly
at home. (Applause)

His Wership then ottlined the pro-
gramme prepared for the eveming. Selec-
tions would be furnished by the or-
chestra and a number of well-known lo-
cal entertainers, while five-minute
speeches would be delivered by some of
the delegates, among whom were the
chief ' magistrates of sister municipali-
ties, from whom, he was sure, all would
like to hear. In regard to the movement
in the inferests of which they were as-
sembled, he quite realized that its im-
portance was mnot quite understood on
all sides, but he felt convinced that this
convention, having for its object the
placing of the mining industry on a
better footing, would work great good
for the province, amd he hoped that its
efforts would be successful. (Applause.)

The mining industry had been often
looked upon as a gambling proposition,
but he was pleased to bbserve that this
impression was being remeved, and he
was confident that before long the im-
dustry would be given its true position
—of chief industry in British Columbia.
(Applause.) In this @irection the work
of the British Columbia; Mining Associa-
tion was bound to prove most effective,
and the speaker pointed out that it was

only by orgzanized effort that the objects
sought could be accomplished. He alsa
hoped that the associatien would do ita

utmost to bring about a settlement of the
troubles at Fernie. (Applause.)

In conclusion His Worship again
heartily welcomed the delegates to the
city. While, of course, they would be
busy attending to their convention duties,
he hoped that by way of relaxation they
would be able to improve the opportuni-
ties of enjoying themselves, which would
be afforded them. The Pavific Club had
thrown its doors open to them, while
members liad been invited to partake of
the hospitality of the Union Club. He
also said that the visitors would be
ties of interest about the
plause.)

The programme was then proceeded
with. Interspersed with orchestral selec-
tions were songs, among the vocalists be-
ing Lt.-Col Monro, Messrs. Fves, Rich-
ardson, Worlock, Hicks, Booth,
and the Victoria Glee Club.

city.

delegates,” including Mr. Gilman, of
Vancouver, Mayor Dean, of Rossland,
who by the way is a former Victorian,
and an intimate friend of Mayor Me-
Candless, and Mayor Burrell, of Grand
Forks. Al the visitors expressed the
come extended to them by Vietoria,
sentiments in one of the brightest brief ,
speeches heard in the council chamber |
for many a day. Ceuncil sessions at
Grand Forks must indeed be attractive
if Mayor Burrell often holds forth as he
did last night. His address simply glit- |
tered withh humorous aneedotes and
sparkling epigrams. In the course of his
remarks lie mentioned that Victoria was
a household word in the interior because
of its beauty.
tion of a commercial traveller whom he
had met on the train while en route to
the coast, who said that there was no
place in which he would rather settle ;
down for the rest of his days than in
British Cblumbia’s capital. (Applause.)

nificent parliament Buildings, and eb-

sertion: that politics were in a chaotic
state when' the' legislators’ deliberations
were carried on in such serenely majestie
environment.. (Laughter.) He also re-
marked the absence of the chief legisla-
tors of the province, singularly coincident
with. the arrival of the delegatien.
(Laughter:)) He understood, however,

gone- to: a- newly-discovered health resort
at West Yale:.

Passing to, the question of mining,
Mayor: Burrell said they all knew that
there was “something rotten <in- the
State of Denmark.” This splendid re-
sponse- to: te call for a conventien was
indisputable proof that there was some-
thing- wrong:. These delegates had come
finom alll parts of the province convinced
of its. potentialities and animated by a
determination: to- make those petentiali-
ties- actualities., (Applause.) The speaker
then pointed ont that all the guestions
1o come before the enti
treated in' a Bread and generous spirit.
{Applause:):

The great question which must be set-
tled, he reminded them, was that be-
tween capital and labor. Temporary

_was wanted was a permanent,
justment of this great ~matter.
dentially he referred 'with pride ‘to ‘the
fact that there were no. Inbor troubles
in the Boundary district, which at the
present time was suffering severely from:
the strike: at Fernie. The employees In
the Boundary were treated fairly and
squarely, and strikes were unknown.
Mayor Burrell closed with aneother ex-
pression of appreciation at the cordial re-
ception tendered the visitors. (Applanse)

More vocal and instrumental seleetions
were given, and the remainder of '‘the
evening passed most pleasanfly, the pro-
ceedings being terminated with <cheers
for Vietoria, the Mayor and aldersnes
and the National Anthem.

The committee in cliange of srrange-
ments desire to cordially thank Messrs.
Banily, Gold, Schnoter and the Province
Company, cigar manufacturers, for their
generous contribution teward the evenm-
ing’s pleasure in the shape of eigars.

(From Thursday’s Daily.)

The Mining Association got down to
business in their new quarters at the city
hall this morning. The first subject of
importance to come befure it was that of
the 2 per ecent. tax. Before the meet-
ing adjourned at noom the resolution car-

_ried unanimously.

After the adjustment of varioms pre-
liminary matters an interim report from
the ecommittee on rules and order was
read. The concise set of rules for the
guidance of the chairman was adopted.

A. L. Belyea, for the committee on re-
solutions, reported that resolutions had
been approved of by the committee as
follows:

1. Endorsing- the resolutions passed at
Sandon in connection with the silver-lead
industry.

2. In favor of abolishing the 2 per
cent, tax.

The committee on 01edentmls present-
ed a further veport, adding the following
names to the list of accredited delegates:

Atlin—Wna Loveridge, J. Kirkloin, M.
W. Grieve, C. Dubois Mason, J. W. Taylor,
J. Leatherdale, H. P. Pearse, F. M. Dock-
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Armstrong—F. C. Wolfendﬂ'

Fernie—Hugh Dixon:

Millstream—W. Dorimer..

. New Westminster—H. A. Eastman, T. S
Hall, Wm. Manson:

Rossland—John Phillips.

Revelstoke—A. A. Huggem
1+ Vancouver—A. St. George:
Cutler, Thos.
Dunn, P. M. King, W. Richardson.

C. Dubois Mason- was: transferred to the
Atlin list and H. P! Bell substituted for
him on the Victorta: delegatiom:

W. Fullerton, Victoria,. raised the
point that he was: an alternate. HHe
wanted to know whetlier lie was permit-
ted to take a part in the proceedings as
an alternate in thie: absence of anothe#
regular delegate wiio eouid met attend.

On metion of D:. W, Higgins, Mr, Ful-
lerton was put on: the list of delegates.

The report of the commib‘ce on cfe-
dentials was adopted.

H. Mortimer-Lamb tlienght that the
question of a constitution was a neees-
sity in order that this might become am
organized body and carry authorify.

Other delegates: held tliat the question
f time was off more importance tham
echnicalities,

C. H. Lugrin moved that the repert
upon resolutions: sheuld be taken up and
discussed.

' The convenfionr then proceeded to the
consideration of the wesolutions, The
question of thie abelition of the 2 per
cent. tax was, on motion of A, Grant, of
Texada, taken up fizst. * :

Judge Townsend, Ressland, moved the
adoption of the following resolution:

Resolved, That the gewernment and legis-
lature of the provimee of British Columbia
are respectfnlly urged to abolish the so-
called two: per cent. mineral tax upom the
output of mines beeamse of its injurious
effect in restrictimg and repressing mining
low grade: ores, amd because of its effect
in discouragimg the imvestment of outside
capital. :

J. H. MieGregor, Victoria, wanted to
hear from the up-country men as to
what they were willing to do in the way
of a tax provided the 2 per cent. was
abolished.

Mr. Galt, K. C., Rossland, sa2id that
those interested in this matter looked to
the suppert of all classes in seeking the
abolitien of this tax, which had a deter-
rent effeet upon the mining industry. It
seriously affected the mining- of low grade
ore, - The tax was levied upon the gross
value of the ore deducting eonly the cost
of freight and treatment. In this way
the mine owner had to pay taxes on the
cost of the labor in mining this ore. The

-
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mement it was proposed to sug
yremedy they found a wide diversit
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Mr. Drewery, of Sloean,
interested in the silver-lead i
would suppcrt the resclution provided|
words low grade was removed.
high grade ore preducers could not Y
it any better than the low grade pro
ties,

Lester Hill

A. C. Fiumerfelt said he was ng
mining .man, but was deeply intereq
in the matter. He was ;:1{1'1 the con
tion had approached this 2 per cent. §
ject in a broad way. He has the as
ance of the Premier and the leader of
opposition that they were in favo
altering this. He was asked, howe
by them what would be substituted.
answer was that pot only should the
be removed, but that a bonus might
paid some of these industries. He
ferred to the Granhy smelter, with w}

he was connected. The company
making vast enlargements. It was
tended if matters could be satisfacto
adjusted to duplicate the capacity of
smelter perhaps within the present y¢
and 4,000 tons a day would be hand
which would emplog 1,200 to 1,500
It was intended when this tax was
on statute that it should
brought into operation by pr mat]
The minister of finance found it ned
sary in order to provide roads, etc., t
the law should be enforced.

R. Marsh, Rossland, said the quest]
of a substituie for the 2 per cent.
was apparently the great trouble.
substitutes proposed were about
jectionable as- the original. The min
industry without the 2 Iw r coent,
would still more than pay its proporti
ate amount of the taxation. The incre
in.the prosperity of the country wo
in the taxes resulting from the influx
population be benefit enough without g
substitute.

E. P. Gilman, Vancouver, urged t
the provincial government would by
increage in population be faced with
extra expenditure for schools, ete.
proposed mnited action on the part of
convention towards » Domin
to give to Bri 8 at least wh
was contributes
Dominion finane
could be afforc

C. H. Lugrir
ting from the mot
the tax was a t
moved, and they,
ho need- to discuss
hear.) ., The legislature mi
that. The results from improy
conditions would be sufficient to rece
pense the country for the loss of this
venue, A should
passed by the convention y
in favor of the abolition of thi

J. B. Hobson explained how
the placer mining
that when an effort was made t
investors to enter the countr
met by this tax. He instance
pany in Cariboo which (
$1,900,000 on a propert a
had invested another $1,760,000, whi
had been earned. Not one cent of
muneration had resulted to the ow
The two per cent. roy ulty acted uDf

a case

asking

was

absor was

le low g
tax fo
investing W

per cent. of

also favored its aboli

books

a substit

the

strong resolution

industry.




