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PESTILENCE MAY FOLLOW
DEPOPULATION AND RUIN

Shockmg Conditions in Corpse-Strewn Towns and Villages in
Calabria and Siecily.

HORRORS UNSURPASSED FOR MANY CENTURIES

Over 100,000 Now Believed to Have Perished in Méssina Alone---Death
Roll May Reach 200,000~-Entire Infantry Regiment Drowns
in Tidal Wave---Heart-Rending Stories of Survivors
Ghouls at Work on Devastated Area.

Rome, Dee. 81.—To the terrifying
spectacle of death caused by Monday’s
earthquake has now been ~added the
horror of starvation and the fear of a
spread of pestilence. In the ruins of
Messina, Regglo, and various towns in
Sicily and Calabria, le the bodies of
the dead, which it has been impossible
to extricate, while everywhere thou-
gands of hungry and homeless persons
throng the littered thoroughfares,

Words are inadequate to express the
horror of the ruin and desolation that
has overwhelmed Calabria and Sicfly,
where the earth’s tremblings, and fire
and water have combined to change the
smiling and verdant country into des-
erts,

Messina exists no longer, and at least

Thirty Years Will Be Necessary
t¢ repair what nature’s violence have
wrought there.

As yet it has been found- impossible
to obtain any news whatever of the
fate of little villages along ‘the coast,
many of which it is believed have heen
aptively wiped outs Tn AnE-CaNes i
thie bwildings have been sweépt eut to
sea, and no tra¢e of them femaif. It
is no exaggeration to say that flourish-
ing and industrious nllage’ have been
wiped off Lthe mep..

Iy some of the smaller towns such as
Palmi, near Monteleone, the sudden-
nesg and: completéness of the catas-
trophe wag ‘overwhelming. Of the 14,-
(0 people ‘living in Paimi alone 2,200
corpses were buried (in the cemetery
trere. The survivors, reinforced by
rezcuers from other points, and under
the. lead of sbldiers and doctors; are
performing

Prodigies of Valor.

Many of them been evercome by the
awful conditions under ‘which they are
vrorking, The Bishop of Morabito and
other priests, with touching devotion
and coufage have done much to pre-
serve order by the example of calmness
and self denial they have given the peo-
ple. They are busy wcarrying comfort
and consolation to the dying and the
bereaved.

The first of the survivors of Reggio to
reach Catanzaro were so broken down
by the shock of their experienced that
it was alinost impossible for them to
give any connected account of the de-
struction of the .city. They speak: dis-
connectedly  of whole districts swept
away in a moment, and entire families
of well-known people annihilated,

Reggzio remains isolated in

A Ghastly Silence

of desolatien. The ratlways - and the
foot paths through = the surrounding
country have been utterly destroyed
while the survivors lagk food, water,
and medieal. supplies.

The visit of the King and Queen of
Italy to Messina -and Reggio-has arous-
ed widespréad enthuslasm, In spite of
the universal mourning and distress the
sovéreigns were saluted when they dis-
embarked by the firing of guns from
the Ttalian' and foreign warships at
Messina.

Az soon as King and Queen set foot
«e shore they began witnessing scenes
of an indescribable kind. His Majesty
spoke highly in praise of the Italian
soldlers and the sailors from the for-
2ign warships for their brave ,and
heroic work of rescue, He shook Bands
with several officers saying it. was his
desire to be informed of every detail
of the work. Accompanied by Ministers
Orlando and Bertolini he visited both
Messina and Reggio, spending some
hours at each place. He

Visited Personally .

every quarter of these cities giving
words of encouragemgut pralse and
consolation.

Her Majesty the Queon talkeg with
the wounded on board the ships in the
harbor, comforted the women, and
=Doke knd]g to the children. Every-

where Their\Majesties proved of as-
sistance and \imparted fresh impetus
to the work of rescue.

General Marazzi has divided the
nilitary forces, working in Calabria
rrovince, into two bodies; one working
'n the Tyrrhenian coast and the other
on the Ionian shore, and they are con-
verging on Regglo. Troops are dis-
tributing rations to the starving peo-
vle to the utmost limit of their re-
sources,

The waters of the Strl.lts of Mes-
sina are covered with

The Floating Bodies.

The shgges of the straits have been
‘mpletely transformed ‘in' appears
a3 e

ance. The light houses on the head-
lands have disappeared.

Numbers of recitals from eye wit-
nesses are becoming available, A sur-
vivor of Messina says:

“The first thing I knew I was thrown
out of bed, then the floor of my room
collapsed, and I fell into the apart-
ment under me. Here I found a dis-
tracted woman searching for her sis-
ter and son, whom she found dead.
We remained in the ruins for twenty-
four hours entirely alone, without food
or drink.

‘““We made a rough shelter of boards
to keep off the rain. Our ears - were
filled with the

Cries and Moans

of the injured. These sounds aeased
somewhat during the day. Still no gge
came to our assistance, We were as
in a tomb with the dead bodies of
our children beside us., We could see

heard from the sirest -there would
‘come_an outburst of piercing cries for
mercy and help from the injured, hid-
sder aad pinved down *n’the wreck-
aga.

“On Tuesday mornlng We ﬂnally ven-
fured ferth and were taken aboard &
vesse] in the harbor on which wé came
to ‘Naples. . Messina is

BEntirely Destroyed.”

This - refugee lost his two ‘children.
He arrived in Rome half clad and cov-
ered with dust. His wife was clothed
in little else than an old countérpane.

Other refugees . estimate that not
more than 6,000 persons of the. entire
population of Messina,

160,000 People,
escaped with . their. :lives.
fering. was intensified by’
of - -drinking water. The
system was entirely . demolished,

These survivors assndged their thirst
Iby rinsing their mouths with sea
vater.

Juet as the British cruiser Ebro was
preparing to leave Messina - with re-
tugees an outburst

Of Frightful Cries

was heard from the "shore. The re-
fugees o0i) board said crowds of mad-
dened persons of every age break into
the customs house. Some were naked,
others half clothed, and they all were
mud spattered and - demented. Many
warn-injured and bleeding., They sack-
¢d everything that came to their hands,
seeking focd, drink and clothing,

Revolver shots rang out over _the
horrible :din and confusion. Finally
tongues of flame shot up in the dark-.
ness, showing that fire was completing
the work of destruction,

Messina Was Burning
and masses of flame in the darkness
shewed wiere the fire was completing
the destructive beginnings  of the
earthouake. Ghoul-like figures  flitted
in the semi-darkness risking their
iilves among. the tottering ruins, not to
assist the agonized sufferers, but in
fiendish strivings - to profit- by the

The suf-
the lack
water

whelined the- city, They were vandals
robbing the dead and dying, and ac-
quiring possessions which they had no
meaans -of protecting or carrying: away.

As the Ebro. steamed through the
straits it was seen that - many. once
smiling villages ‘on  the neighboring
shores had been completely obliterated
from sight, or were nothing more than
beaps of shapeless ruins with - occas-
ional flames springing up here and
there to show where they once ‘had
stocd. e

King Victor Emmanuel, who left
Messina last night with Queen Helena,
arrived .early this morning at Reggio,
and after visiting the - ruins of ‘the
town in company with the Queen, re-
embarked on a warship, and sent the
following ‘wireless telegram to Premier
Giolitti: “Return from Reggio, which
I found in’a condition

No- Less Disastrous

than that at M;enkm

A Russian warshlp, with five hun-
dred wounded .on board, will arrive at
Napiles this rning, and everything
must be prepared for their landing and
housing. Anotheér Russian ship will
carry the wounded to Syracuse. It is
desirable to have at Naples a Russian
ship with an abundance of medical sup-
plies.”

Awe Inspiring Spectacle,

Naples, Dec. 81.—The commander of
the Theraplie said that, from the water-
front, Messina appeared to be intact,
as the facades of ‘the fine buildings
‘along that line of streets still were

no.one, but every time sounds were’

“human

apalling disaster which had over-’

standing, but behind - was
and ruin.

The principal square presented an
awe-inspiring spectacle. Everywhere

emptiness

‘| were enormous cracks, into which the

sea poured, whence clouds of steam
and sulphurous vapors arose. To the
right, before a big trembling building,
wag heaped many corpses, whose
desperate attitudes and contorted fea-
tures showed the horrors of the death
struggle.

The crew landed, but the work of
rescue was most dxfﬁcult The ruins
formed hillocks thirty feet high, un-
der which thousands were buried, The
steamer was soon loaded down to its
utmost capacity with sufvivers, and
then steamed to Naples. Along the
way it was seen that the smiling wvil-
lages on the Calabrian coast had dis-
appeared.

The commander of the Rfissian bat-
tleship Makharoff, described the:fearful
scenes at Messina. He declared that
many. of the residents at that place had
been burled alive as groans had come
from far down the fissures of the
earth, hidh colid"only bé appioacned;
with the greatest précaution. At points
the tottering walls threatémed further
collapse.

The anguishel - cries of the victims
caused

A Fearful Frenzy

among the sailors who in several cases
ventured in dangerous places and res-
cued many people. In other “cases
they reached dead bodies that separated
in parts when  efforts were made to
drag them from the wreckage, -

Amidst ‘the ruins of the Bank of
Sicily, Russian sailors found the safe
conta!nlng many millions, and deliv-
ered’it aboard the warship

Chevalier Zanolo, a treasury official
at Messina, who was among the fugi-
tives arriving here, said that out of
60 treasury clerks, only four escaped.
At ‘the prison of Rocel Guelfoni, 400
convicts ‘were ' killed, together with
many jailors and soldiers. Only forty
convicts succeeded in making their
escape,

Refugees to the number of 50,000 to
75,000 are expected here within a few
days.

Inhuiman Fight For Food.

Messina, Dec. 3L—A frightful scene
occurred here to-day amid the ruins
of. the customs house. Bands of fam-
ished individuals were grouping among
the debris in the hope of discovering
food.

The first of the searchers were suc-
cessful and others, attracted by their
cries of joy, fell upon them with re-
volvers and Knives. The lucky ones
defended each morsel literally with
their lives.

The struggle was of the most in-
description.  The
men : threw themselves upon each
other like wolves and several fell
disembowled in defending a handful
of dry bread. One of the unfortunates
was pinned to a plank by g knife
while clinging to his hang was a little
;:hlsd for whom he had fought for
00

Survivors Driven Mad.

Naples, Dec. 31.—The wounded re-
fugees from Messina, who have re-
ported here present a sickening sight.
Some appear hardly human; . others
among the fugitives have no apparent
injuries, but are in a deplorable mental
conditicn. The horror of that tragic
minute is ineradicably fixed ‘on thelr
Jfaces.. . On the relief shipg they were
heaped ‘everywhere. Some of them ap-
rear to be stricken with a kind of
idiecy, looking aimlessly befaore them;
others, completely mad, howl wildly.

Reggio, Dec. 31, —There is reason to
believe that an entire regiment of in-
fautry was drowned by the tidal wave
at Palmi.. Three hundred of the
soldiers’ bodies already have been re-
covered.

As a precautionary measure against
an outbreak of pestilence the bodies
of persons killed in the earthquake are
being burned and disinfectants are
being strewn among the ruins of the
city.. The troops have set up field
kitchens and are baking bread in the
streets.

English Tourists Perish.

Paris, Dec. 31.—A special dispatch
received here from Rome says that 96
guests, including English, Americans
and French travellers, were staying at
the Hotel Trinacria, at Messina, when
the ecity was destroyed. They all per-
ished. The proprietor of the Trinacria
alpne -escaped.

‘here are only two survivors of the

famished |’

——
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CP.R.EXPRESSIS |

DITCHED; 2 INJURED

(Special’ to the Times.)
Winnipeg, Man., Dec, 81.—The
continental éxpress ‘of the
Canad-.. Pacific = ‘westbound {
from here went into a ditch near”
Gull Lake, Medicine Hat, Sask., $
district at 2 oclock this ‘morn-
ing. The 'baggage and colonist
car was ditched but the locomo-
tive stayed on the rails. Two
people were injired, -one of
whom is likely to die. No names
were obtainable.

e~

?

~r

guest.s who were qua.tt:‘« A in the Lo~
tel de France.

Depépulated a.nd in Ruin.

Naples, Dec. 3l. —Time only .con-
firms the unspeakable horrors of the
overpowering catastrophe in Southern
Italy, for earth and sea ruthlessly
claimed thousands of human beings,
and the flameg mercilessly consumed
the remains of the devastation,

Naples, vibrant with the memory of
Vesuvius, is prostrated anew by the
misery and woe from Messina confided
to her care. The hospitals, hotels and
hkomes are crowded with refugees, and
the people are vieing Wwith one an-
other in aiding the stricken. Those
who have expert knowledge of the
subject agree that the centre of the
cataclysm was the strait of ) Messina,
which also is the centre of the vol-
canic zone; the highest peak of which,
Mt., Etna, is pow silent. From this
base, the disturbance extended, abat-
ing little by little, northerly as far as
the Bay of Catania, ravaging the west-
ern region of Calabria and the eastern
coast of Sleily for a distance of near-
ly a hundred miles.

It is impossible to ascertain the ex-
tent of the movement east and west
in the inland regions, but it is certain
that the beauty of one of the most
charming sections of Southern Italy
has been irrevocably despoiled. Vine-
‘ygrds are no more, waving rows of

lemon, orange and olive trees have
been torn up, and the enchanting coast
line, with its soft and fragrant foliage,
has been converted into a hideous de-
sert. Reggio, whose gay aspect set off
the severity of the mountains, ‘and

(Continued: 'on_page 5.)

STARVING AND FROZEN
IN WILDS OF M.BERTA

S
Child Endure Terrible
Hardships.

Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 31.—Wandering
about in the wilds of the north, among
the haunts of innumerable timber
wolves, Margaret Romaro, a Mexiean
woman, old and frail, and her daugh-
ter a child of 13 ' years, have been
found by Indians in a starving con-
dition, almost frozen and desperate
from hunger.

The place where the two were
found was at Calling Lake, seventy-
five miles west of Athabasca Landing.
The  pitiful story came to the immi-
gration office of Bruce Walker yester-
day. < The place is uninhabited, and
only wolves and big game abound in
the bush and swgihps, which in win-
ter time are buried in mountains of
snow.

Entirely unprotected from the ele-
ments ‘and evidently the victim of
hallucination, they are wanderers over
the earth.  Seemingly homeless and
without a ‘friend in the world, they
have endured. unknown hardshipsg for
a long time, « Both have been driven
from Canada into the United States
and * from the States into Canada
again,

EFFORTS TO PROVE
MURDERER INSANE

Hains’ Trial Following Aleng
Similar Lines to Notorious
Thaw Case.™_

—e

Flushing, N. Y., Dec. 31.—With the
conclusion to-day of the testimony of
Major Hains in behalf of his brother,
Thornton J. Hains, now on-trial as a
principal with his brother, Capt. P. C.
Hains, for killing William Annis, coun-
gel for the defence will call the parents
of the ‘defendant, Gen. P. C. Hains and
his wite, to tell ;ﬂi the mental condi-
tion of Captain ains following cer-
tain diselosures of \alleged happenings
at his home that caused a separation
from his wife. The\ spectacle of the
aged parents opening \ﬂh“her\tthe doors
upon family skeletons, and telling of
menta] weakness observed in Captain

sert, will prove positively to the jury
that the army officer was indane from
grief -when he shot Annis down.

T. J. Hainsg will follow his parents
on .the stand if the present plans of
his counsel are carried out. This has
been necessary to bring out further
facts regarding his brother, which will
be incorporated into a hypothetical
question put to the alienists regard-
ing Captain Hains’ sanity. The de-
fendant ‘will probably not take the
stand until Saturday or Monday.

Lawyer MecIntyre, whose illness
caused an -adjournment of the trial
yesterday afternoon, seemed much im-
proved this morning and counsel sdid.
he belleved himself strong .enough to j
proceed with the case without further
delay.

o

b 4

Hains, counse] for the defendant as-|
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FIFTY VICTIMS
AFTER EXPLOSION

MINING DISASTER
IN WEST VIRGINIA

Entombed ‘Men -Have Little
Chance for Life—12 Bod-

ies Recovered.
a

Finnis, - W. Va., Dec, 31.—The fatali-
ties, in the Lick branch mine, as the
result of an explosion on Tuesday
afternoon will precbably reach fifty.
Twelve bodies have already been
taken out. :

According to a 'mine foreman, there
are 38 men in,the mine, with little
chance of their recovery alive, The
cause of the explosion is unknown,

Lick Branch is the name of a coal
mine in operation on. the Poccahontas
division of the Norfolk & Western
railway. It is without commercial
telegraph facilities,

It is practically settled that fifty
miners were at work in the mine when
the explosion occurred and that there-
vet remain thirty-eight in the death
pit. The resecue work is very slow,
The damage to the mine is reported to
be great.

STAMPING OUT CATTLE
DISEASE IN U. S. A.

Fight Against Foot and Mouth
Outbreak Will Cost Half a
Million.

Washington, D. C., Dee, 31.—“I be-
ileve we've gotten the ‘foot and mouth’
disease corralled,” declared Seecretary
of Agriculture Wilson to-day. “I want
to emphasize, however, that we are let-
tingup in our ineaugatioqs very slow-
ly, because if we did not forejgn coun-
tries -might quarantine against 1ok
whole United States, as they arve Very:
suspicious of ge‘tting the-in om:”’

The department has had a foree of
150 veterans and professiona] men en-
gaged in the work of the eradication
the disease, the cost of which, it is
estimated, will bg fully half a million
dollars. The four states affected are
New  York, Michigan, Maryland and
Pennsylvania. The total.. number of
animals slaughtered were 3;605, . valued
at $88,268, of which the federal gov-
ernment, will pay two-thirds, and the
states affected one-third.

EQUAL FRANCHISE SOCIETY.

Albany, N, Y., Dec. 31.—For the pur-
pose of securing ‘‘the national, state
and local franchise for women,” the
Equal Franchise Society, with prin-
cipal offices in New York, filed a cer-
tificate of incorporation yesterday with
the ‘secretary of state. The soclety
proposes to establish such offices and
headquartergs as may seem desirable,
and maintain publicity bureaus, hold-
ing meetings and distributing printed
matter,

Among the directors are: . Rev, Chas.
F. Aked, Wm. M. Ivans, Chas, Sprague
Smith, John B. Stanchfield, = Harriet
Stanton Blatch, Margaret Aldrich and
Elsie Goelet, all of New York,

THIEVING POLICE.

Dual Role Enacted by Bluecoats in Sim=«
coe, Ont.—Astounding Condition of
Affairs.

Simeoe, Ont., Dec. 31.—At the hearing
of the Malone case on Tuesday Constable
Wilkins ‘was the only witness examined.
He sald he -was with Chief Malone when
Severs' store was burglarized and when
Martin’'s store was entered, and declared
that some twenty piano draperies were
stolen and divided between them. He
knew Malone set fire to Madden’s shop,
the fair ground barns, West & Peachy's
boiler shop, McBride’s barn and Schuy-
ler's grocery store.

Wilkins swore positively that Malone
forced him into criminal aets on threats
of his life. Malone told him if he talked
of their joint acts his life: would not be
worth the snuff of a candle. Malone
was remanded for trial at the court of
sessions on February 22nd.

(Special to the Times.) ,

Stmcoe, One., Dec. 31.—The work of Da-
tective Miller here has-led to the discov-
ery in Buffalo of a large quantity of
goods stolen from stores here. This cor-
roborates the story of Policeman Wilkin
and indicates that Chief Malone may have
had a provincial detective at the border
as a confederate. The find includes $300
worth of furs from a Falls establishment.

DORANDO-LONGBOAT RACHE,

Rivals to Meet Again Over Distance of
25 Miles at Buffalo,

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 31.—Dorando, the
Ttalian, who is to enter with Longboat,
the Canadian-Indian, in a 25-mile race
at the seventy-fifth regiment Armory
hers on Saturday night, arrived in Buf-
falo to-day from New York, and was
given an enthugiastic reception by
delegations of his countrymen,

BIG PHILADELPHIA FIRE,

Philadelphia, Pa., Dec, 31.—Fire early
to-day destroyed the warehouse of the
Howard-Boyer Wool Company on
South Second street in the centre!of
wthe ‘'wholesale district and badly dam-
kked the @adjoining buildings. The

!lmm are estimated at $100,000,

L&

BIG COAL DOCK FIRE
IS UNDER CONTROL

(Spechl to the “Times).

Fort William, Ont,, Dec. 31.—
The. fire.at the C, P.. R. coal
docks here is at last .under
control, after several thousand
‘tons have been burned. ' Two
weeks hence will see the end of
the fire: which has been burn-
ing for several weeks. A large
army of men have been en-
gaged for - sometime, isolating.
a mountainous pile of .coal on
fire from the other fuel.

CAMPAIGN SONG AROUSES
PASSENGER’S IRE

-

St. John Street Car Put Out of
Business as Result of
Mix-up.

St, John, N, B., Déc. 31.—An incident
that carries back to the federal elec-
tions of October occurred in a street
car, One passenger was the son of G. S.
Mayes, the dreging contractor, on his
way home. Thx?e' other men in the car,
who had.been drinking, started a cam-
paign song in which the names of Pugs-
ley, Pender and Mayes were used and
made remarks which Mayes considered
objectionable, ;

Trouble followed and the car fixtures
were so badly smashed that the car
had to be laid. off,

| GOVERNMENTS WILL NOT

'PURCHASE ELEVATORS

s ez

Scheme Under Discussion by
Western Provinces is Too
Costly.

(Special ‘to the Times).
Winnipeg, Man., Deéc, §1..—The pro-
posal teo purchase the  terminal eleva-

Growers’ Association of Western Can-
ada, and which was before 'the pre-
miiérs of the western provinceg here at
conference yesterday, “has been
“turred down’" owing to the immense
financial - obligations < fhvolved. The
Gratn Growers' executive’ have been
notified -of this coneclusion. Premier
Roblin, of- Manitoba,- flatly refused to
go into. the scheme,

FENCE BANK WITH BARBED
WIRE, THEN LOOT IT

Robbers Stand Guard 'wm!e
Comrades Dynamite Vault
and Secure $5,000.

A et

' Muskogee, O. T., Dec, 31.—Five rob-
bers dynamited the bank at Elliston,
Okla., yesterday, and escaped with
$5,000. The robbers erected a barbed
wire barricade around the bank, and
while some members of the gang went
to work on the bank safe, others stood
guard. The picket for two hours kept
the townspeople at bay, while their
confederates worked on the vault, and
when finally the robbers succeeded in
getting the money it contained the five
men rode off, covering their departure
with a heavy fire,

PRECIOUS FREIGHT.

Gold Valued at 225 Millions Removed
From Washington, D. C., to
Denver Vaults.

Washington, D. C., Dec:. 3l.—Moving
$225,500,000 -in gold coin a distance of more
than one thousand miles without accident
or without the loss of a dollar, {s the
feat just successfully accomplished by
‘the treasury department of the United
States under the supervision of the
directorship of the mint,

Owing to all the principal wvaults of
the San Francisco mint having been filled
with gold coin, and the basement and
other-less secure vaults as well, it was
deemed desirable to move this amount
to the new modern vaults of the Denver
mint, the largest and most secure of any
in the United States. BSecretary Cortel-
you therefore ordered its transfer. The
movement of the coin was begun on
August 156th, and was completed on De-
cember 19th. THix is by far the largest
transfer of money ever made by the de-
partment.

CANADA'S CUSTOMS REVENUE,

(Special to the Times)
Ottawa, Dec, 31.—The customs rev-
enue of Canada for the month just
closing is $3,875,090, a decrease of $217.-
975 as compared with December, last
year. For nine months of the fiscal
year the total has been “$34,844,33¢, a

decrease of $10,549,504. ¢

TORONTO'S  4-TRACK VIADUCT.

Toronto, Ont.,, Dec. 31.—~The rail-
way commission’ has ordered a four-
track .viaduct for Toronto, the city to
pay one-third of the cost.

TRAFFIC TIED UP.

Winnipeg, Man,, Deo. 31.—A severe
snowstide in the Rocky Mountains, west
of Laggan, on the Canadian Pacifie rail-
way, has carried away 'a section of track
and tied up trafle.

tors which was endorsed by the Grgin

LABOR- CAPITAL
CO-PARTNERSHIP

A. J. BALFOUR CARRIES ON
VIGOROUS CAMPAIGN

i i

Would Reconcile Antagonistic
Elements and End In-
dustrial Strife.

London, Dec. 831L.—Former Premier
Arthur J. Balfour has started a vigor-
ous campaign throughout Great Brit-
ain for ‘“capital and labor” combina-
tions in many industries, taking as his
text Sir Christopher Furness’ monster
co-operative shipbuilding scheme, Mr.
Balfour is conducting his movement
as president of the Labor Co-operative
Association, an organization of several
vears standing into which, however,
new life Has been injected by the big
ship-building experiment.

The audiences, -which ‘the former
premier has been addressing in the
leading English cities, are perhaps the
most curiously mixed of any ever
gathered in the United Kingdom. Peers
and working men, Soctalists, Liberals
and Conservatives, captains of indus-
try and Unionists, all seem equally en-
thusiastic over the plan, which, it is
hoped, will ‘revolutionize the relations
between capital and labor and put an
end o industrial’ strife by placing the
two interests on an equal footing and
making them work toward a common
end.

The ex-prime minister makes it clear,
however, that it is not Socialism which
he is advocating. He urges individual
rather than committee control of both
commercial and industrial enterprises,
declaring his belief that the higher the
degree of Individual  efficiency among
members of any form of managing
board, the less likely would they be to
work harmoniously together.

“Our assoclation’s ideal, howeve‘r,"'

he explaired in. his last speech, “is a
complete co-partnérship.’ I mean that
those who carry on any work should
be associdted in all that the work
brings in. -

“Eveérything that. softens or obliter-
ateg the divigion between employer and
emplgyed .is & step in the right direc-

tion. “The more wa éncourage mntu&l

knowhds% of .each others. the
moré>we'can bru!g the twe classes to<
géther, the more wé can get the work-

meri to understang the difficulties’ of
the employer, the more we are likely to
produce a class of workmen: fit to deal
with all questions; industrial, political
or social. This result we shall get by

-partnenm'p and I-doubt {f we shall
get it in -amy other way.

1 think that the plans we advoecate
can be most efficlently carried .out in
the first instance, at all events, in those
well. established industries which have
little about thém of the - speculative
element.” ]

DEATH OF CUSTOMS' COLLECTOR.

Port Colljorne, Ont., Dec. 31.—Samuel
F. Sidney, collector of customs of this
place, and formerly connected with the
Welland Tribune, died in the hospital
at St. Catharines yesterday, following
an operation for appendicitis,. He was
68 years old, and leaves a widow and
fqur children.

NEW YEAR DISPENSATION.

New York, Dec. 831.—A dispensation per-
mitting Roman Catholics to eat meat to-
morrow, New ¥Year’'s. Day, although it is
Friday, has been granted by the Pope.
Formal announcement of the fact was
made to-day by Archbishop Farley, of
the diocese of New York.

BANK DISCOUNT RATE.
London, Dec. 31.—The rate-of discount

of the Bank of England remained un-
changed to-day at 23 per ¢ent.

DEATH BRINGS RELEASE

TO CAPITOL CONSPIRATOR

W. L. Mathues, Former State
Treasurer of Pennsylvania,
Was Sentenced Man.

Media, Pa., Dec. 3L.—Willlam L. Ma-
thues, former state treasurer of Penn-
sylvania, died suddenly at his home
here, aged 46 years. The cause of duth
was given by his physicians as pneu-
monia, but it is generally believed that
his illness. was superinduced by the
Harrisburg capitol graft cases and his
recent sentence of two years in peni-
tentlary for his part in the alleged con-
spiracy against the state.

For many years, Mathues was one of
the political leaders of Pénnsylvania,
and his power in Deleware courity pol-
itics was supreme until the exposure of
the capitol frauds by hix successor as
state treasury, Wm, H. Berry.

It was then that Mathues retired
from the Republican county chairman-
ship “temporarily,” as he explained,
until he could be vindicated. Last
March, he Willlam P, Snyder, former
auditor general; James M. Shumaker,
former superintéendent of  public
grounds and buildings, and John Ban-
derson, furniture contractor, were con-
victed .of conspiracy in defrauding the
state out of $19,308 on a contract tor
woolen furniture.

The four men, with Arch(toet Jouph
B. Huston, were to have
on trial on April 5th, on: p
fraud in furnishing duks
capitol, This ease involves an.

fraud of $25,57T on a' bill of $61,000,

)




