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A wivid pieture comes before my
“mind of youthful days at school. I
5 can picture myself standing before
‘my compeers and wistfully reciting ™
“How doth the little busy bee . . .”
And then I reflect on the wonderful
organization -of bee-domm which we
were-taught to admire. I remember
how the lazy, non- producing drones
were not allowed to batten off the
produce of the workers., And to-
“day—! A marvel in natural history
" ‘has ¢ome to light—the drones con-
trol the bees.
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It almost seems like a régular
practice amongst those-that-have to
impart these inspiring observations

to the receptive minds of those-who-
458 k, for example, of
1 our ¢hurches of to-day. -
munm«r morality

n . war anunitions, It is—eommon
Mmo amon Swmtsts every-
‘where-—how else could it be after
~the - exposurés made by Dr. Karl
Lisbknecht in Germany, J. Waiton
~ Néwbold and Philip Snowden in Eng-
land, Glyﬂe Tavenner in U. 5. &.7—
- that the manufacture of the machin-
ery of human nlahxhter is -in . the .
~ hands of an Intermational Trust. It
I8 sufficient if Socialists keep this
fact in mind when reading of the
Ottawa “scandals.”  Only on this
" basis cah be explained the original
difficulty encountered in procuring
- shell ‘orders, the presence in Canada
of Lionel Hitchen, an emissary of the
British Armament Ring, and the ne-
. 8otlation of contracty in New York
through Sir Trevor Mawson, manag-
ing director of the English (?) firm
of ers Maxim & Sons.
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Ama tho sloms used to lead
the age esnadiut into active par-
: _ﬂlntlibmix"xutser.
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‘$words, shot, and shell.”

to armament firms in ‘which he -was
Let us add!
that 8 Ministers of Cabinet rank, §
bishops, 18 members of Pariiament, |
and scores of lords and dukes are

ﬂnanciany interested.

financially connected ~with Knglish
armament firms.. And do not let us
omit the faet that more than one

newspaper in Canada has asserted |
that the Ross rifle—about the ser-

vice value of ‘which®here is no little

doubt—would never have been adopt- 4
ed, or at least would Tong ago have

‘I\been discarded, but for the fact that

Sir Sam Hughes himself has a finan- »

cial interest in its manufacture!
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Each ‘year fhere comes to this
country an énormous influx of set-
tlers. . In the year béfore the war
this influx reaohed over 150,000 in

_number. The annual number of im-
| migrants may be mueh greater after

_ It  should be one of the |
Gl 2 wwara signs of* the new, onward .
| ®pirit animating the party to formu-
| late some scheme by which as many
-of the comrades as possible will be '

the war.

kapt mhin the- fcills otSoclausm.

is mot lomg ago since the__ brnéii'

Admiral- Vns “urging the British. Gov-
ernmenttopimhmerdaufogs
more efficient automatic rifie. The
thoughtful man wonders why and

- turns €6 “Who’s. Who in- ‘Business,”

where he finds: “Admirasl  Lord
Charles  Beresford, chairman -of
Henry Andrew & Co., Ltd., of Shef-
field, speelalists in steel for rifles,
Which
class of patriot was being honored in
the invitation given by the Canadian
Club to Admiral Lord Charles Beres-
ford?
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One of the most difficult tasks a
Socialist can undertake is to try to
make a ¢onvert of a farmer. Here

. is a line of thought which should

prove helpful. Under Soeialism the
farmer ecould own . his' own farm,
though mnominally the final title
might be vested in the government.
He could borrow money from  the
gevernment and ‘do away ‘with “the
preserit emum rate of interest

he now has to wy thteharm,

mldnotbelmmdonﬁemu

s | profit for the railway company, but

~on the basis of cost of service of a
government-owned railway. His im-

plements and ‘machinery could be
bought at a priece which included no

,.m'iitl !‘z idle ﬂaﬂho!hn 1

form of rent, profit and interest. And
the farmer would be rid of the ob-
noxious landlordism. -
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Ontario has at last achieved an-
tlber of those reforms which we are
‘as” s to look upon as epoch-making,
rév ' ilomary, “imdisputable evidenece
that the whole (!) community is pre-
pared at last to'do its utmest for
-social amelioration.” Maybe ‘it ‘is
unfortunate that I'm a Soeialist, be-
cause the only epoch-making feature
about prohibition that appeals to my
mind s’ this: The anti-Socialist
-hitherfo has always fallen back on
the argument that the chief cause of
poverty lies in drink. Of course, it
is well established that that argu-
ment is simply a-confusion of caise
and effect, that drink is the effect of
‘poverty and not the cause of -poverty.
But 'with prohibition ‘adopted and
poverty, misery, distress and every
evil of “the ‘capitalist system - gtill
‘rampant, the anti-Socialist wul have
to fish -around for another her-
ring. Really it is a wonder that the
old argument was not killéd by the
Bible long ago.
many Socialists know their Bible bet-
ter and could ‘“turn to the
passage in the Book of Proverbs

- which says: “Let him drink and’ forf\'

get his mrv.v. and remember

It is tourwwtmm

: "am of Social - Demoeratic ideals |
b v,»ptould h&vs' been _breught into con-
| flict with the churehes,

It is to be
regrétted-—but only because of this
one reason—that whereas Socialism |-
deals with the political and econontic
well-being of .a nation, the -church

has’ one specific provinee-—that of
‘Yet

religion and things -spiritaal.
such -a conflict is almost inevitable
when &o church deliberately ‘widens
its province and tries to enter inmto
alien ground, as recent conventions
of the church have done.

Now that the churches have de-
clared themselves in favor of regis-
tering non-fighters so as to enable
diserimination to be used in future,
let us, too, declare ourselves, Per-
haps we shall read oné of these days
some such resolution as the follow-
ing: “St. Ann’s wishes to place it-
self on record as having vigorously
condemned the action of Dr. Karl
Liebkknecht, who strenuously eppos-

ed the voting of war eredits.” Poor:

_bassion-blinded idiots who have not
the breadth eof vision to apply their
arguments to themselves and see
their ridiculous side! s
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It is difficult to obtain Statistics
that show any amount of complete-
ness at the present time, but such as

.are available show that in all i{he

belligerent countries the death rate
amongst the ellﬂl!u born during
the war is going up at an mrm!nr

rate. Relatively speaking, this cas- |

‘But the truth is

leave their babes to—chance. Mean-
time our war profiteers are squab-
bling as to the division of their
spoils.
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The U. 8. Government has at last
passed the bill appropriating $11,-
000,000 for the erection of a govern-
ment-owned armor ‘plant. - The Steel
Trust and Armament Ring—includ-
ing Bethlehem, Carnegie and Midvale
~=tried their utmost to prevent its
passage, even to the extent of nmak-
ing a price-cutting offer and invest-
ing in a ‘national: advertising eani-
Paign. They realize that' they stand
to lose & substantial and profitable
slice ‘of their business, to counter-
balance which they have undertalken
a. ‘“preparedness’” campaign,

ple that the leading spirits behind
the national defenée organizatious
throughout the world are the same
as the interests behind the arma-
ment ring—for obvious réasons.
When will it dawn ‘on the peoples of
the world that to pile armament en
-armament, to fling away millions of
the natien’s wealth in trying to pre-

mor plate and big guns is no méfe a
 Buarantee of paaas than ‘buying a
bhundred homo-power a.uton;gobllo tpn;'

ing -each other mthar ‘than the. mas»'
ters. .Then war provides investment
for idle capital, in the way of ‘wa
 loans. ‘And the investment emnas
right back to the bankers, while ‘the
people are tied up in interest for-
ever and ever. War creates a mar-
ket for battleships, tor guns, for am-
munition, for food, and for wen:lng ;
apparel, sold by wholesale, ‘War af- .
fords a reason for stopping embar— W
rassing agitation. War makes it peﬁ-
sible to censor the news and let. the
people know only what the magﬁsr&
want them to - know. War aﬂs&rds
opportunity for some to _beconie
heroes and others millionaires. Thers
is every reason for war—from 4 eapiv :
talistic standpoint. The niore ui'a&.._
they can provoke the more busin

- it means for them. Get ‘thig mmmr i
work princmlq of cnpn;anstic ingti

now se much a mttﬁar “of
amongst the - ordlnry ne’

uﬂﬁlmhhmthuammnthg ! :
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on - the eonﬂn,ﬂlt. This de-

TR
well - known ‘amongst thoughtful peo-.




