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enemr, more particularly during Lord 
Lake’s campaigns, in which we were en* 
gaged with an enemy proud of the cele­
brity obtained in swonimanship, and 
whom it was politic to impress with a re­
spectful opinion of our proficiency in this 
peculiar mode of warfare.

One British officer distinguished him­
self very highly in numerous encounters, 
the battle being either a drawn one, like 
the rest recorded, or terminating tatailv 
on the part of the native adversary. It is 
said, but the authority is only that of ru­
mour, that he seldom returned to camp 
without a human head, the token of his 
victory, hanging at his saddle bow. At 
length a party who challenged him ob­
jected to the pistols which were contain­
ed in his holsters, as giving him an ad­
vantage over an adversary who had no 
firearms at his disposal. The British of­
ficer instantly gave his honor that, al­
though in his possession he would not 
use them, and immediately the contest 
commenced. The native took the earli­
est opportunity of cutting the bridle 
reins of his opponent, who in attempting 
to disable him in like manner, found that 
they had been furnished with a steel 
chain as a guard. This circumstance he 
had totally overlooked at the time of the 
parley respecting the fire arms, and thus 
baffled, and finding himself wholly at the 
mercey of an antagonist bent upon taking 
his life, he drew out a pistol and shot the 
schemer dead upon the spot. It was al­
together an unfortunate circumstance ; 
the high notions of honor entertained by 
some persons rendering them of opinion 
that he should not have fired under any 
provocation. There can" be no doubt 
that a plot had been laid to entrap him. 
and the question raised was, whether, as 
he had not discovered the advantage 
taken by the addition of the steel chains 
at the time that his own pistols were ob­
jected to, he should have used them after 
having pledged his honor that he would 
not.

adduce of judicial decisions founded on 
water-marks, and I shall give my reasons 
whv they are net founded in equity.

During the time that Sergeant Rem- 
mingtm presided in the Insolvent Deb­
tors" Court, Moses Marcus applied for his 
discharge. As a London agent to seve­
ral foreign houses, he, in the latter end 
of a particular year (1820 I think), be­
came the consignee of considerable pro­
perty, and speedily became an inmate of 
the Fleet. In order to prove to the court 
and his creditors the manner in which he 
had disposed of the consigners’ property 
during the las* three months of the pre­
ceding year, he put in a book, and swore 
positively that the entries were made on 
the days therein stated. The learned ser­
geant took a transparent view of one of 
the leaves of the poderons ledger, which 
lie indignantly hurled to the floor of the 
court, observing ‘ Your petition is dis­
missed ; for the paper was made in the 
year after the entries bear date in this 
book.’

From an officer of that couit I obtained 
yesterday (Wednesday), a document 
which contains the water-mark of the 
firm of extensive paper-makers, which I, 
for the present conceal, and to which is 
appended the following figures “ 1837.” 
I have some doubt as to the legality if 
such an anticipatory issue, but I have 
none as to the necessity of those in whose 
hands are the issues of life, liberty and 
property, being, in future, extremely cau­
tious before they decide on prima facie 
evidence.

the people, he left him without deigning 
to return him an answer.

The beggar, however, laid his com­
plaint before the Dey, and the merchant 
Was sent for to make his defence. The 
Moor alleged that the merchant, during a 
whole month, had given him a rial, but 
that his charity had not been thrown away 
it had greatly augmented the number of 
his customers, and proved to him an in­
creasing fund of riches : that so conside­
rable an increase had induced him to lav 
aside bis business of making the thread 
laces, which was to him a very painful 
operation, as he had almost lost his sight; 
that the merchant went away without 
giving him the least warning that his pen­
sion was to cease, and he had therefore 
constantly kept his post, where he had 
daily offered up his prayers for his safe 
return ; that relying on his pension, he 
had contracted some debts which he was 
unable to discharge ; and that, when he 
demanded his arrears, he had laughed at 
him, and even threatened to chastise his 
insolence. The Merchant admitted that 
the account given by the Moor was lite­
rally true, but insu ted, that alms being a 
voluntary action, its con tin uence depend­
ed wholly on the donor. After a discus- 
‘ ion of the affair in council, the Merchant 
was condemned to pay the beggar a rial 
for everv day since his departure till the 
time of this decision, with a piastre ex­
traordinary as a recompense for his re­
proaches. But he was told he was at li­
berty to declare that his intention was 
not to give him an; aims or gratuity for 
the time to come. Against this the mer­
chant many times protested, adding, that 
such a sentence would not soon be for­
gotten.

* THE BEGGAR OF ALGIERS.

We feel ourselves in this conr.tr*, at li­
berty to give or refuse our benevolence 
to any object that implores our assistance
and should be apt to treat with contempt 
the intimation of a person who should 
caution us against this generous action, 
lest we should by that means incur a debt 
we may hereafter he unable to discharge. 
And yet this caution, however unneces­
sary it may appear in this country, is ve­
ry different in others. In ali the states 
of Barbarv, a present of liberality be­
comes a debt, which the laws of that 
country oblige the giver to pay ; a truth 
which many merchants have experienced 
to their cost and vexation.

About the beginning of the present 
century, a Greek merchant resided at 
Algiers, who used every year to make a 
voyage to Tunis or Egypt, to dispose of 
the commodities he had purchased from 
the Moors and the trading ships from 
Europe. While he continued to carry 
on this branch of commerce, a country­
man of Ins paid the debt of nature, left 
him his executor, and, among his lega­
cies, ordered a certain sum of money to 
be distributed' among the indigent and 
distressed. One morning, a- the mer­
chant was passing through the street, he 
saw a Moor silling on a piece of mat, 
lame, and almost blind. Struck with an 
object that seemed an epitome of human 
miseries, the Greek listened to his 
ing tale, and beheld, with a pleasing sa­
tisfaction, that this deplorable object 
ployed himself in making thread laces, 
by wnich, and the charity of the hen vo- 
1- ai, he procured a scanty subsistance.— 
So unusual a sight, where wretchedness 
and industry were so remarkably blend­
ed in.the same object, excited the 
passion of the merchant, who, with a ge­
nerous tear of humanity, dropped him a 
handful of aspers. Astonished at 
expected an instance of kindness, the beg­
gar followed the merchant on his crutch­
es, calling upon heaven to shower down 
its choisest blessings on his head. He 
told all he met how exceeding!y bounti­
ful that Christian had been 'to him __
Struck with this instance of liberality, 
the populace joined tl e cripple in lus ap­
plauses. This, said they, js indeed an 
instance of universal benevolence, be­
cause extended to a person whose religion 
is diffefent from his own.

The beggar followed his patron until 
he discovered the house in which he re­
sided, and took his post for the future in 
a place where the merchant passed dailv 
by him. N?xt day the beggar repeated 
bis request, and the merchant his charity. 
He was persuaded he could not discharge 
the will of his late friend better than by 
giving to this distressed object, as it 
seemed to have a tendency to make the 
infidels in love with the benevolent influ­
ence of the gospel ; he therefore continu­
ed his daily benevolence till the time of 
his departure for Egypt.

The beggar- still kept his post, but, 
missing his benefactor, he madednquirv 
after him, and had the mortification to be 
informed that he was not in the kingdom. 
Whenever his clerk passed by the beggar, 
he lifted up his hands to heaven, a no 
prayed for his master’s safe return, which 
did not happen until near six months af­
ter. The beggar expressed his joy at 
seeing him ; but when the merchant, in 
return for his kind expressions, was going 
to repeat his usual benevolence, the crip­
ple declined accepting it, saying it was 
better to pay him all his arrears at once. 
Confounded at so strange a refusal, the 
merchant asked what he meant by ar­
rears ; to which the Moor replied, that, 
as he had been a1 sent near six months, 
his daily benevolence, which had been 
omitted during his voyage, amounted to 
110 rials, which was the sum now owed 
him. The Greek smiled at the imperti­
nent answer of the beggar, and was for 
some time in doubt whether it merited 
contempt or chastisement. But thinking 
the latter would be considered as cruel by
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NATIVE INDIAN SWORDSMAN.

A native Indian trooper is not less ex­
pert with the sword than with the spear 
and match lock, it is with this weapon 
only that he measures his skill with the 
Europeans, who have long ago relinquish­
ed the use of the others. The palm in 
this branch of science is usually accord­
ed to the native, and perhaps a far great­
er proportion are adepts than are to be 
found in British battalions ; but Colonel 
Skinner, who ought to be an authority in 
such cases, seems to give the preference 
to the Emopean. An officer conversing 
with him on the subject, understood him 
to say, that “although contrary to the 
general opinion, he considered the Bri­
tish swordsman to be decidedly superior 
to the native, since the feint or pretended 
blow’, the latter rarely understands, and 
therefore lays himself open in that quar­
ter, where the attack is in reality medi­
tated.” Continuing the 'discourse, the 
Colonel mentioned, in illustration of the 
peculiar merits of both partier, that “ he 
recollected, in Lord Lake’s wars, a serge­
ant of dragoons, who was a capital 
swordsman, and so fond of fighting that 
he sought every opportunity of displaying 
his personal prowess against the enemv. 
On one occasion, h.ving dashed out of 
the line to fight an antagonist worthy of 
the trial, he fell in with a Mahratta, 
mounted upon a splendid Duck nee horse, 
and armed with the bhella or lance. The 
MahraVa uttering his war cry, bore dow n 
upon the European, spear in rest. The 
serge-nt turn d off the meditated stroke 
with his sword, and in turn became the 
assailant. Die Mahratta, however, par­
ried or evaded every blow with infinite 
address, and the contest was carried on 
without either party gaining an advantage 
Wearied at length with their ineffectual 
endei vours to defeat each other, both 
drew up, as if by mutual consent, and 
each looking in the face of his opponent 
with a countenance expressive ot admi­
ration and respect, gazed for a moment, 
and then, turning the horses’ heads round 
they gallopped back to their respective 
bodies. The Mahratta, rising his head 
exclaimed at parting, ‘ thubar buhadood,’ 
which the sergeant returned with a ‘ bra­
vo my fine fellow, 
gle combats, although contrary to the 
European notions upon the conduct of 
national warfare, were not uncommon be­
tween our cavelry forces and that of the
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The following article, but more especi­
ally the last paragraph, is well entitled to 
public attention. It has appeared in 
some of the morning papers from a cor­
respondent. under the signature of I. C.

Great importance has e\ er been attach­
ed by the administrators <*f" the la v in the 
ecclesiastical, civil, and criminal courts 
(the two former especially), to ** docu­
mentary LnkV' ;n the chain of circum ­
stantial evidence, on which are inserted 
Anno Domini wafer mark.

It cannot ha- e escaped the memory of 
the public, that Olive Serres, the ci- 
devant Princess of Cumberland, some 14 
years ago, asserted her claims to certain 
allowances, pursuant to grants and re­
cognitions, which, doubtless, were attest­
ed by His Majesty George the Third, and 
divers members of the Cabinet of that 
Monarch, as well as by his son Edward, 
the late Duke of Kent.

The writer of this article attended, not 
only the courts in Doctors’ Commons, 
but other courts to which the “ blood 
royal,” as she styled heiself, was obliged 
to resort, and in every place the judges 
were staggered at the water-mark on some 
of the documents, which they considered 
a presumptive proof in favour of her 
claim.

I think, in the year 1822, the relatives 
of a Thomas Taylor, of Huddersfield^ 
successfully contested the will of the tes­
tator, by which his property was be­
queathed to some distant branches of the 
tree primogeniture. It was proved that 
Taylor died in the month of November. 
—Affidavits were put in that at the near 
approach of death, l ut at that time in the 
possession of his faculties, he made a la­
conic will on a sheet of “ foolscap.”— 
The learned judge, who soon after became 
Lord Stowell, regretted that he was oblig­
ed to deny the correctness of the deposi­
tions of the subscribing witnesses to the 
will and testament of the defunct gentle­
man ; and why was he so obliged ? be­
cause the testator, who was said to have 
made his will, “ revoking all others,” 
subscribed it in the middle of November, 
1820, whereas the very sheet of paper 
bore the water-mark of 1821 ! !
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The annexed thrilling description of the 
amputation of Lord Nelson’s right arm is 
from Capt. Chaumier’s “ Ben Brace, the 
last of the Agamemnon’s.”

“No sooner had Nelson been examin­
ed by the surgeon than immediate ampu­
tation was recommended. I undressed 
him myself, and laid him down on the 
cabin table, making him as comfortable 
as posit ble ; but the wound was one 
which must have been dreadfully pain­
ful, for the bone was shattered to pieces, 
and I never remember to have seen tuch 
a fracture before—“ I’m ready,” said 
Nelson, “ so doctor despatch. You know 
business too well for me to fear, or you 
to cause useless pain.” I thought I 
should have dropped when I saw the first 
rut. Nelson’s face never moved. His 
lips it is true, were closely pressed toge­
ther ; but I have been told is a strong 
sign of determination. IIis cheeks were 
pale from the loss of blood ; and he ap­
peared faint from the exertion of rescuing 
some of the men whom he saved from 
the Fox. Oh ! how I felt when I saw 
the long knife, blight as the binuacle- 
lamp, dazzling all around. Nelso«. look­
ed at it, and :n a moment it was down to 
the bone, right round the arm. No soon­
er was the limb dressed—the knives re­
moved—the assistant surgeon despatched 
to look for others, than up gets the admi­
ral ; and ‘ Brace,’ says he * get some 
paper, and write down the despatch as I 
tell you.’ And it’s as true the Gospel : 
he told every word, and held the paper 
and read it himself, to see that it was all 
correct, although it was eleven o’clock at 
night before it was finished.

A rare circumstance,—The Indiana 
American says that Mr. Templeton was 
elected a representative to the Indiana le­
gislature, on the 1st August last, from 
Fountain county, twelve days after his 
death. Re died at Warrenton, Miss, on 
the 18th of July last, and was elected ou 
thé lit of August,
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