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f PROCEEDINGS OF THE SYNOD.■3

Ç confidence your Committee would place the subject before ■ led the way ; 
you, by asking the attention, I L'JnfirmJd'

First, to the Preamble ; second, to the Resolution : • ■ ted mass of e
The Preamble admits the effects of the excessive use of intoxicating ■ State—conclue 

liquors to be sad and ruinous. Here your Committee would join issue, ■ thebeverage use 
and sav • “ Because ruinous,—therefore sad ; breaking down the spirits ■ evil, second to 
of individuals, and families, and communities ; making many sun to ■ The ,Mt R
go down at noon ; eclipsing many a bright ^intellect , bhDh ng and ■ your Comm!
blasting many a tree of no every-day promise. H more forced hi

It is the “excessive use” whose effects are su'd to be “sad and ruin- ■ needed to grapj 
” But what is the common proportion, beyond which these ill effect* ■ in our land.”
found ? What is the measure of use further than which dangers ■ That eminen|

lie? Where is Use ? Where is Abuse ? What are their hmits? flow ■ ukiDg the chaif 
reduce to practice, regulations so vague, and undefinable ? Then are ■ j- ^ „ ,, 
questions to which your Committee feel themselvesunabletogiveiny ■ ^ h ’
'satisfactory answers.-depending, as they do, on circumstances, which ■ J ne 
would make what is the Rule at one time, or one place, or with one ■ J

n the violation of the rule at another tune, or in another pluoe, or with • • An
„,hei men. l“ tie ,.m= difficult, mec» a, in detains *>,«"Vet
and, so, allowable in the use ; and what is immoderate, and, so, forbid- ■ Ml* Wightm
den by considerations ofthe highest interests. ■ ^ L vv

This difficulty, not to say, impossibility, would incline your Commi ■ 
toe to proscribe it as a line of demarcation, too narrow to be safe for ■ English fellow 
any prwtical purposes. They fear that the measure of to-day, would be ■ Cjjpmttee is fu 
the excess of to-morrow : tha/the pennitted use of intoxicating dnnb ■ drinks on those a 

would of neceZy become abuse with many if no with ■ Jj-jnd expert 
most men ; whilst the few who seem to observe the rule wi thout violation, ■ J the kind feel in, 

it to circumstances, rather than to the evenness of the rule itself. ■ of your fellow 
Your Committee would draw the attention of th Synod to the p«t ■ It «peaking o 

history of the efforts to meet and overcome the moral nd physical evd of ■ ; and go<
Intemperance, to prove that their conclusion is the result of experience. ■ perhaps, alone,

At first the Organized Effort allowed of moderation in the use of in- ■ Uf their advent 
toxicating’liquors ; and it was the failure of permission to accompli^ ■ homes, cheerful wi 
the desiJn which compelled them to come to restraint. It was soon die- ■ «ell you too of high 
tmvered^that the appeTite for strong drink was kept alive by the per ■ of d„nk 18 ^ 
missive ’use ; and tha( whenever opportunity offered,the Ineb"^e ■ GT8are "P1 to
"forself-gratification; and now, your Committee is prepared to pn* ■ has given us, 
from the most unexceptionable evidence of medical men ■ . *our Committee
moraliste “hat allowance in the use, to the inebriate, is invitation to tk ■ that which the 
abuse of the appetite ; and that physical reasons exist, to render To ■ remit», and that < 
Abstinence the w/y ground of hope for the complete mastery of thebab , ■ adopt selfpreservati 

aiW removal of the teste, when once formed. ■ ",8CW allf"* mai
Your Committee would remind the Synod that, in their appointment^ ■ «ting liquors « a j 

thJ Branch of thTchurch has followed whither the mother Chun* h* ■ *l.tmn ,n which m
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