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EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT.

The past year has been one of continuous growth in all departments
of the Library.

The total number of books in the Library at the commencement of
the year was 65,846, and 5,499 volumes have since been added, making
a total, after deducting all losses, ot 70,796 volumes,

The issue of bhooks in the circulating department has steadily in-
creased during the past year at the rate of little more than te
S0 that the total number

increase of 39,867, the

n per cent.,
taken out during 1891 was 427,347, or, an
largest number ever issued by this Library in
one year. It is satisfactory to observe that with the large additions
made to the number of books in the Library, and the inerease in the
numbers issued, that the proportional demand for works of fiction
steadily decreases as the follow

ing extract from the report of past years
will show :—
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These figures amply justify the conclusions at which older Library
Boards have arrived, that there is a progressive

character in mental
culture which

is imparted by a taste for reading and which can be
fostered by supplying freely the best literature.

In the month of October, the Boar
the Chief Librarian resoly

building into a Museum,

d acting upon a special report of
ed to convert the upper portion of the Library
The Act of Parliament under which the Board




