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Ireland Past and Future |

(The “Manchester Guardian™)

The Irish debate, though nominally
" oni with the immediate future of
/ the §Puntry, necessarily turned in iarge
sart on the failure of the negotiations.
As to this, all we need say here is that
Mr. Asquith entirely failed to answer
the charge of breach of agreement
yrought by Mr. Dillon. The case is very
imple. Mr. Asquith tells us that not
mly Lord Lansdowne but all the Union-
-sts in the cabinet revolted against the
retention during the provisional period
of the full number of Irish members,
Dn th§ merits of the quéstion they may
»wr may not have been right. But on July
140, almost a month after Mr. Redinond
{1ad publicly announced this as one of the
|tlerms of _the agreement, Mr. Asquith
“itated in the house of commons that the
. tabinet were prepared as a whole to em-
! yody the terms in a bill and recommend
t to the house. Yet before the end of
the month the cabinet refused to do :ny-
Vhing of the kind. The breach of ‘aith
s definite, and the present government
’ :annot complain of anyone, Irish or other
who in future dealings with it bears this
ncident in mind.
-'Agreement having failed and Ir¢land
10t being destined for the moment to
govern herself, what is to be her lot? Up
,:0 the present she has been under mili-
iary law. Mr. Asquith tells us, indeed,
‘hat the proclamation . of . martial law
was of verbal significance, and he denies
:hat anything has been done that could
10t be j}ustiﬂed under the Defence of the
Realm Act. That act must be more
irastic even than we thought. For it
s admitted that innocent people lost
‘heir lives in Dublin at the hands both
»f the rebels and of the soldiers. and all
nauity—except in the Shechy Skeffing-
1 case—is forbidden, I% that, then,
ulso possible in England under the De-

fince of the Realm Act? Are we

understand that the ordinary machinery
of justice has 'so far, been suspended
that in the casz of any unlawful homi-
cide the government may burke any in-
quiry which it deems inconvenient? We
had not thought that things had gone
so far. However, with or without mar-
tial law, Sir John Maxwell is, as the
competent military authority, the ruler
for the time ‘being of Ireland. With
him there is now to be associated an
able Unionist,” Mr.' Duke, as chief sec-
retary, and while there is a singular
dearth of crimie there is apparently to
be a resort to the familiar measures of
coercion out of which crime is wont to
arise. There have, it seems, been a
couple of cases of “cattle-driving” which
are to be dealt with by resident magis-
trates—a regular part of the coercionist
apparatus—on the ground that the only
alternative is trial by court-martial. We
can only trust that Mr. Duke, who, how-
ever hampered by his Unionism, goes
with the good wishes of all parties, will
do his best to keep the normal course
of civil justice, while, if martial law
is as useless .as Mr. Asquith says, it
might just as well he de-proclaimed,
What is clear, however, is that Mr. As-
quith, haying failed to secure  self-gov-
ernment for Ireland, is forced back on
the alternative of setting up again the
system of “Castle Rule,” which, he told
us, had broken down. The difference is
that instead of being administered by a
Home Ruler in sympathy with the Irish
it is to be worked by a Unionist in con-
junction with a soldiér. A considerable
British force is to be locked up in an is-
land almost free from crime, where the
great bulk of the population is, on Mr.
Asquith’s own testirony, still loyal and
still ‘in hearty sympathy with the cause
of the Allies in the war. Yet this pop-
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ulation is_not to be allowed to organize
itself for the repression of the small
minority of turbulent idealists of hate
scattered among it, but must submit to
coercive rule at the expense of military
and diplomatic disadvantages to the em-
pire all because a few Unionist leaders
stand in the way. of agreement”

Mr.- Asquith still cherishes hopes that
same agreement 18 ‘possible, If so, ne-
gotiations will have to be conducted on
different lines and between different par-
ties.The one hopeful sign in the whole
affair has been the frank attitude of
Sir Edward -Carson. For the moment
he ba$ been frustrated by English Un-
jonists who have chosep  to he more
Orange than Orangemen. But opposi-
tion to the Home Rule in England, in
spite of Lord Hugh Cecil’s vehemence,
cafinot survive the attainment of &ny
accommodation between the two Irish

rties. England has relearnt her old
lesson, the Jésson which she first taught
the world, that there is po opposition
betweeri local liberty and united em-
pire. ' English peo¥e are aware that
fthe best way of attaching the Irish to
them in permanence is the way of giv-
ing the Irish thetr heart’s desire, and if
they have hesitated it is because they
have seen no way out of the tangle of
the Ulster, problem.
can be solved, then the futire of Home
Rule is‘assured. The position now reach-
ed is that Ulster through Sir Edward
Carson recognizes that the Home Rule
Act s in being and cannot be put out
of being, 'On the other hand, it is gen-
erally admitted in this country, and we
think that the Nationalists must recog-
nize it too, that Ulster cannot be brought
into a “self-governing Ireland by coer-
cion, but that- there exists a- more ex-
cellent way of securing an Ireland both
united and free. That way is to begin

| with the self-government of that part

of Ireland which desires it and to let
the rest come into it at the time and
under the circumstances of its own
choosing. We can imagine a Provisional
Bill drafted by ‘Mr. Retfimond and ‘Sir
Edward Cargon in concert on these lines,
and, if such a measure were recom-
menided to the cabinet as being. in their
judgment the best that could be Jene
for Irelapd during the war, -it could
not well be rejected. ‘At any rate; il is
to -the continuance of discussion be-
tween the Irish leaders themselves, wha
have come out of the transaction as well

Jas the English leaders have come oul ill,

that we must logk for any
bment in the situation. :
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NEGRO SUPERSTITIONS.

Most of the Old Ones Done Away With
“ But Some Survive,

‘ Théte '‘Was a day when the negroes of
the South B! controlled by
tlpgig supesstitions. Few of them even
today—in fact, pessibly few white per-
sons—are wholly free of superstitions of
one kind or another; but the sway of

i

improve-

)

4

§ " The following Prices for Ford cars will be

]

. o

11,1916

\

effective on and after August 1st, 1916

Chassis

Runabout

Touring
Coupelet

Car

Town Car

Sedan

'J

'

v

-

L] : e

f. 0. b. Ford, Ontario

$45000
47 5%
49590
69590
78000

- 89000

| These prices are positively guaranteed against any reduction be-
~ fore August 1st, 1917, but. there is no guarantee -

against an advance in price at any time

| Ford Motor

Company
'Limited

of Canada

.

St. Jobn, N. B.

EVENING TIMES AND ST.

If that problem |

A e S

the supernatural does hot hold as it did
in the old days. Survey of the files.of
The 'Daily Morning News for 1850 dis-
covers an incideut that is illustrative of

the powerful grip that superstition had
on the minds of ‘the colored people in
ante-belium times. It:runs:—
“A:colored man named David Boston,
lately residing mear Ilchester, in How-
ard District, Md., died ‘on the. first in-
stant, the victim of knavery and super-
stitien. ~ A large amount of phlegm hav-
ing .acenmulated in his throat from a
severé' eold, he and his wife concluded
that he had a frog in him and that some-
body’ hed ‘tricked” him. A rascally for-
tune- teller in Baltimore confirming this
idea; no one was allowed to see him, and
he, taking no nourishment; finally died”
But, for that matter, one does' not
have to go back to the days ‘“befo™ de
wah” to find equally striking evidences
of the strange powers imputed by the
négroes to certain of their fellow beings.
It was not many years ago that the com-
ing of a “voedoo doctor” into gicommun-
ity was sufficient occasion for general
demoraligation among the colored popu-
lation. And there is no particular ex-
cusé for marveling at the uncanny fancies
of the ante-belium negroes, when it is
recalled that not a great many genera-
tions earlier New Englanders accounted
it an exceedingly dull week when there
was no burning at stake. for witchcraft.
Enlightenment has done away with
most of the old superstitions. ‘A great
many others that are generally believed
to' have disappeared are still entertained,
but’ discreetly covered yp. A little in-
quiry probably would Jisclose today su-
perstitions that would amaze the in-
Guirer. Even the man 'who boasts that
he is without superstition will very often
hesitate to. violate the dictates of one;
he will simply make it convenient to get
around it. One of the surest means of
uncovering superstition is to let a losing

|poker player suddenly discover that one

of your feet is on his chair. And woe
to. him who asks a tolling, chanting
“crap-sheoter” what his.” “point” is!—
SQVNI!M 1 News, ok 3

If you are in thé habit of lending
books it pays to kcep,gg’nam& of book,
name of person who has it and date of,
loan. Then crofé”out_ the name witen
the book is returned. i "

- TREASIRE HUNT N LLINOS

A story equalling any of the thrillers
of the movies, including a ten-yeur hunt
for a hidden Asztec treasure, was reveal-
ed recently in a justice’s court at Ef-
fingham, Ill, when William McCaw, a
prominent ' and reputable Effingham
county farmer, was arraigned on-a
charge of assault and battery.

For the last ten years, says the St.
Louis Star, it has been known that-Mc-
Caw and a party of Robinson, Ill, citi-
zens, had been digging on McCaw’s Ef-
fingham farm for a hidden Asztec treas-
ure.

Several hundred years ago, when Cor-
tez settled in Mexico, he confiscated all
the treasure of the Aztec Indiams. ' A
few, however, escaped and came north.
They built several big mounds, it is
contended, in western and southern. Il-
linois. In Union township, Effingham
county, “there is such a mound. It was
located on a farm.

Twenty years later, according to the
story told in court, McCaw was stand-
ing on a street corner in Robinson
fumbling a curious stone, bearing In-
dian inscriptions. He was approached
by an Indian chief. The sight of the
stone greatly affected the Indian. In
broken sentences he'told the mystery of
the stone and déclared it was an Astec
treasure stone ~nd revealed the hidden
place of unknows wealth: .

It was contended at’the:trial that the
Indian drop; dead, due to the excite-
ment followi his revelation of ‘the
stone. On the information given by: the
Indian, McCaw went to Effingham coun-
ty and purchased the farm on which
the mound is located in Union township.
He began digging, worked many years
and spent a good-sized fortune, but ‘was

unsuccessful,
A few months ago a party of Robin-
of his.
a ion to

son citizens, learni

went to McCaw ion
aid in the search for the treasure. . In
connection with an agreement to divide

s

on his farm, The party, including Me-
Caw, labored day and night for a few
weeks,

Finally the searchers came to a heavy
slab of rock, which thus far has with-
stood several varieties of explosives. It
was believed that the treasure was be-
neath this rock. Then, it is contended,
McCaw, seeing a great wealth in his
grasp, broke his original agreement and
demanded more from the parties.
After a heated argument be began to
eject them from his farm at the point
of a knife.  One man resisted. .McCaw
grasped him-around the throat and was
about ‘to sink the knife into:him, it is
charged, when the stranger told how he

the treasure, McCaw was to receive §10 ' ¢
a month for allowing tese men to dig i

- After

" ‘makes the sink as

had saved McCaw from freezing in 4
blizzard years before in'Montana. Upon
hearing that the stranger was his res-
cuer, McCaw released him and decid-
ed that the best way to decide the search
for the treasure would be to place it in
court,

The charge against McCaw in court
was dropped when he and his co-treas-
ure seekers announced a compromise by
which they agreed to return to the
mound, which is supposed to hold the
treasure, Before the contending slab
of stone is upturned, in the presence of
the sheriff and attorneys for both sides,
a new satisfactory working agreement
will be made.
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