
TBI RADICAL. IT

he ihoold olup hn Mm iLg%m m she had done at their part-
ing

;
but m the moment when their eje* met, the lenae of

ttrangeneM came upon her like a terror. It wai not hard toundM^d that she was agitated, and th .on led her aoroM
tte hUl to the iitting-room, cloeing th door behind them
Then he tamed toward her and said, emiling,—
"You would not hare known me, eh, mother?"
It waaperhap. the truth. If she had seen him in a crowd,

•he might hare looked at him without recognition—not, how-
erer, without itartled wonder; for though the likeness to her-

^7"..?° '°°**" »triking, the years had overlaid it with
another likeness which would have arrested her. Before she
answered him, his eyes, wii.»- a keen restlessness, as unlike as
possible to the lingering ^ of the portrait, had travel -dqmckly over the room, alighting on her again as she said.—
^Everything U changed, Harold. I am an old woiMn,

"But sinighter and more upright than some of the youne
onesl "said Harold; inwardly, however, feeling that age hadmade his mother's face very anxious and eager. "The oldwomen at Smyrna are like sacks. You've not got clumpy and

w ""^i"?'^
How u It I have the trick of getting fat? " (HereHarold lifted his arm and spread out his plump hand > «I

remember my father was as thin as a herring. How is my
father? Where is he?"

"w » my

Mrs. Transoms just pointed to the curtained door-way, and
let her son pass through it alone. She was not given to tJ«rs

;

but now, under the pressure of emotion that could find nootter venii they burst forth. She took care that they shouldbe silent tears, and before Harold came out of the libraryagun they were dried. Mrs. Transome had not the feminine
tonden<^ to seek influence through pathos; she had been used

Jl?lt "?TV ^* '«'^^°''l«d8<«l superiority. The conscious-
ness that she had to make her son's acquaintance, and thather knowledge of the youth of nineteen might help her littlem mterpretmg the man of thirty-four, had fallen lUte lead onW sou^; but m thw new acquaintance of theirs she cared

feel that he was come home to a mother who was to be con-


