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damask cloth; another pkoed upon the snowy field
platters of smoking venison and turkey, flanked by
Tookahominy and sea-biscuit, com roasted IndUi^ fash-
ion, ^Iden melons, and a quantity of wild grapes jrath-
ered from the vines that rioted over the hillside ; while a
third set down, with due solemnity, a formidable array
of bottles. There being no chaplain in the party, the
grace was short. The two captains carved, but eveiymm was his own Ganymede. The wines were good
and abrndant: there was champagne for the King's
health; ckret in which to pledge themselves, gay
stormers of the mountains; Burgundy for the oreads
who were so gracious as to sit beside them, smUe upon
them, taste of their mortal fare.

Sooth to say, the oreads were somewhat dazed by
the company they were keeping, and found the wine
a more potent brew than the liquid crystal of their
mountain streams. Red roses bloomed in MoUy's
cheeks

;
her eyes grew starry, and no longer sought the

ground
;
when one of the gentlemen wove a chaplet

of oak leaves, and with it crowned her loosened hair
she laughed, and the sound was so sUvery and delight!
ful tiut the company laughed with her. When the
viands were gone, the negroes drew the cloth, but left
the wine. When the wine was well-nigh spent, they
brought to their masters long pipes and japanned
boxes filled with sweet4»ented. The fragrant smoke,
ansing, wrapped the knoll in a bluish haze. A wind
had arisen, tempering the blazing sunshine, and mak-
ing low music up and down the hillsides. The ma-
pies blossomed into silver, the restless poplar leaves
danced more and more madly, the hemlocks and great
white pines waved their broad, dark banners. Above
the hilltop* the sky was very blue, and the distant


