
To rightly uiKl.Tstnnd the niystcry ol' tliu Circumcision to
which our iiif.iiu Saviour su!)mitt('(i, it is iicrcssary to stiite to
you its nrii^iu iiiid its rpoch. The first isicntion of it is in tlio

suvontcciUh cliaptcr of Gfiesis, when God r.-v.'al.-d it to Abra-
ham, and recorded it ihr us :

- And f will t.^tahlkk my roaiiant
between me and t/ue, and thy seed after thee, in their generations,
for an kvkrl.vsting covknani' ; to be a (io,l unto thee, and to
thy seed after thee.''* As a token and seal of the covenant,
God <rave liini this sacred rite, and coninianded that on the
eiuhtli day, ev(>ry mak; cliild should ]h) circumcised ; and the
neirlfct of this outward sinii was declared lo be a violation cfthe
covenant ano a Ibrli'itun" of its bl<'ssin;i:s. - yhid the unclraim-
cised man child, whose Jlesh of his foreskin is not circumcised,
that soul shall be rut off from the people : he hath broken my
covenant.''^ So we learn that the oii.'.;in of Circumcision was
the sovereiirn will of God, and its elieet wa.', to brin;^ the chosen
people into covenant with Him. As such it was ohs"Vved by
all who valued their election, and exercised their faith in the
pronnses of God—as snch i: was sanctioned ai.ci received, \hen
" the eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the
child, and they called Jli name Jksi's "—as such it must still

be considered by us ; (or although the sii;n is chano^d, the sij;ni-

fication remains—althounli we no Ion i^a-r circumcise our chilrlnMi,
our children enter into covenant with God. St. Paul, discours-
in^^ upon the suhjeet, ''alls t!,e si^n of circumcision " the seal of
the righteousness which is by faith : "| and he points out, with
wonderlul precision, its nature as a sacrament : it was an
entrance into covenant w iih God, " an outward and visible siun
of an inward and spiritual ta-ace yiven to them ;

"
it was not

merely a mark to distinnuish them from the he;-«h(Mi—it was the
mystical cuttjnrr off of sin—the mystical adoption into t'le family
of Gotl. '• The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart and
the heart of thy seed, to lore the Lord tlu/ God with all thy
heart and vnth all thy soul, that thou mnyest //rc."s§, So we see.
It was not a mere cerei.iony.once to b(< performed and then to be
lorever forgotten—it was to ivmove sin— ii. was to sanctify the
heart—to fill it w ith divin(> |()V(> and prepare it for eternal life.

But. the sacram(>nt of Circumcision has ceased : it is an ordi-
nance which Christ has cancelled, and it now availeth nothin^^||
And have all its blessings faih'd ? An; all its precious promises
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