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power, for their mainteuarice and extension. This is the view which the
ofiice-beai'eri of the Church shoulj urge and press upon all. They
should expatiate on the rich and saii.-rying blessings ilowing through
these ordinances, and labour to .show that however important these ordi-

nances may be, thej are. so chiefly becau.^e t!-cy are ihc vuhioles of con-
veying iucae .piritual b:e.,.iag.>. T i.ey .Miould cn!ar-j on the giorioua
effc'Cts of thcjie ordinances not only being adqtjuutcly supported, but ex-
tended far and wiuo—arid thai tlio^e wiiy coati-iuiite the suiallest mite,

with a view to thi.-, end, shall riccivc stven-fuld back into their own bo-
soms, not nieicly in s-plntual, bul in temporal tilings, for the promise ia

all its extent shall be fultiiled, '' Whosoever hath, to him shall be givesi,

and he siiall have moni abundaticc."

3id. The oillcc-bcarer.s of the Church ought to devise means for the
regular and systematic ingathering of the contribulijiis of the people,
and stir up, by every scriptural ap[)liance, the agency that may be em-
ployed in this work. Much in this, a? in every thing else, depends up-
on a regular systematic plan of procedure. In times of extraordinary
excitement, large sums may be cast into the treasury of the Lord, but
the steady and constant maintenance of these ordinances depends upon
iho smaller contributions (.. the great bulk of professing Christians, free-

ly and ch^'iM-fully given, and f)r the rece|>tion of those contributions some
regular systematic method is indispensaljle. Perhaps the largest and tlio

most regular cllbrts ever put forth in 'his v ay, have been by the Wes-
leyan Methodists, and the Free Church of Scotland, and yet the great
bulk of both these are cami)osed of the middle and lower classes of iho

community. The grand secret of their success lui-; arisen iVom all "iv-

uig sometlung,and giving wiiti cheerfulness ; and this according to a sys-

tematic plan, tiiorougiily organized and fully worked. No mercantile es-

tablishment can surpass, in order and reg(darity, the financial operations

of the Free Church— whether those relate to the Sustentation ofthe xMi-

ui!*try, or to her whole Missionary Schemes. The punctuality of tha

monthly reports of the former fund, for exam[de, from upwards ofseven
hundred congregation-, is truly astonishii.g, and approximates, as nearly

«-« possible, a stale of perfection. All this has been owing to the IJaza-

leols and Aholiabs that the IJead of the Church has raised up for tho

oooasion—men as signalized lor ! eir piolbund practical sagacity, as they

have been fcr their devoted attachment to tho causo they had espoused
—as energetip iu carrying out a plan, as they have been wise in devis-

ing it -as expert in tho working of tho machinery, as they have been in

iia original adjustment. Now it behoves tho olfice-bearerd of every
Ci'ui'ch to d<;vi.tc and thoroughly to orc'iniro the best mt'nus, in mU iha


