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The follmving particulars about the knight-
hood are found in the supplement of " Bouil-
let's Dictionary," l)age 42 :

OBDEIl OF THE (iOLDEN SPUR.

A Roman order founded by Paul III., in 1554,
or by Phis IV. in 155<), has'been tstablisbed, ac-
cording to some writers, by Constantiuus as far
back as 312, to commemorate hit. victory over
Maxencius, and approved since ther. by the Pope
St. Sylvestre. Its object was to reward civil

merit, admitting only noblemen ; il; could also be
ci'nferred on foreigners. Some princely families
of Home and a few high dignitaries could confer
the order, which soon occasioned serious errors.
Gregory XVI. reformed the order in 1841, and
gave the name of St. Sylvestre, or the Reformed
(lolden Spur The knights wore a golden cross
with ei«ht points, and white enamelled, showing
the_ portrait of St. Sylvestre. It is worn with
a ribbon striped red and black ; between the
branches of the cross hangs a golden spur. Before
the Reformation, when England was Catholic,
and when the relations of that country with
the court of Rome \ ere uninterrupted, as soon as
a chief justice of the Court of King's Bench, was
appointed, the writ of coniniander8hii)of the ()rder

of St. Sylvestre was forwarded to him by the
Po()e, and he wore on his chain of office the letters
S. _b.

_
Since Enghmd has become Protestant, the

writ is not sent to that country ; nevertheless,
when a new chief justice is appointed, and when
he orders at the court goldsmith the chain of
office which he wears on his neck, he receives it

still with the same initials S.S,, as in olden times.

This fact is warranted by photographs of

Chief Justices Bovill and Campbell, which
Judge Berthelot lias in his possession, and
which wore given him by his friend, Judge
Mackay.

In a legal review, entitled AUnwij Lair
Jdiinial for 1874, in the issue of the Hth of

August, we fkid an article headed, " Article

on Campbell's Lives of Chief Justices," Avith

the following comments :

And while there were among the wearers of
the collar of S. S., men whose lives are neither
heli)ful nor inspiring, there were nuvny of whom
it is good to read.

In Canada the first perscm who received

a writ of coiiunaudership of St. Sylvestre,

was the late Sir L. H. Lafontaiue, chief

justice, in the year isr)8.

Judg(> Bertlielot was appointed in 1875,
ns above mentioned. In 1876, after eighteen
years of judicial scrsnces, he asked and ob-

tained his su|)eraiiiniation. and on lliis occa-

8i(m the Mmiliriil d'tr.cltc. of tiic '2,Hlh of

August, 187(1, pul)lislied the following :

The Ottawa Government has at last come to a
determiiuition wliit-h enables it to accei)t the re-

signation of Mr. Justice Berthelot. Nearly a

year has elapsed since it was generally understood
that .Mr. Justice Berthelot desired to obtain that
relaxation from judicial duties to which twenty
years service had fairly entitled him, but as our
readers are aware, ministers were seriously em-
barassed in the disposal of this piece of patronage,
and the learned judge was requested to defer his
proposed relinquishment of official daties Before
reference is made to his successor, it is '; .ic justice
to say a word or iwo resjiecting Hon. Judge Ber-
thelot. If the hon. judge has not obtained the
first rank of judicial fame, no one will venture to
deny that he has occu|jied a most honourable po-
sition on the bench of this province, or that nis
services have been of a highly beneficial character.
It were scant justice to say that his character has
been constantly honourable, his impartiality un-
challenged, and his intelligence of the most vig-
orous type. Laborious without complaining,
diligent without ostentation, Mr. Justice Berthe-
lot has never proved unequal to the arduous de-
mands of his position. His knowledge of real
estate and insurance law, extensive and profound,
and his decisions upon these, as well as many
other branches of the law, were received with the
utmost respect and confidence. In determination
of ca<es in whicli juries are more or less liable to
be influenced by sympathy for the sufferers, h«
aid not hesitate to adhere to those leadinu- princi-
ples whicii have been consecrated by time and ex-
perience, in preference to yielding to impulses
which might ( reate a dangerous precedent. In
fine, Mr. Justice Berthelot's judicial career has
been consciencious, able and tipright, and entitles
liim to th gratitude of his countrymen.

Le Nouveaii-Mondr, on 29th of August,
1876, reprinting the above article from the
GdZi'tfe, accompimied it with the following
remarks :

This testimony is corroborated by all those who
had occasion to apjireciate personally the talents,
the carefidness, the integrity, and the knowledge
disidayed by this lion, judge in the exercise of his
judicial duties. Some of his decisions in cases of
the highest importance fully demonstrated the
fact, that he was imbued with a sound idgment
and a knowledge of jurisprudence and statutory
laws sufficient to make his reputation and iiuthor-

ity cope with that of the most distinguished
jucUes who have illustrated our Canadian bench.
Liberated from the toils and fatigues of the im-
portant position which he has juit vacated, Judge
Herthelot, we hope, will not withdraw entirely
from public life, and the popidation of this prov-
ince could still benefit by his ureat experience,
his serious studies, and his deei) knowledge ((f

men and things, which he has acciuired during
more than twenty years on the bench.

Judge Berthelot has since remained iu pri-

vate life, without an occiision to make uim-
self useful lohis country. Wliilst lu' wiis])rac-

ticing at tlu> bar. he had bcon nl'lrn rccjuest-

ed to euter parliament by Hi'\eral i-ountiea

of the district of Moutreal, and in 1858, when
the division of Alma was to elect its first

. representative iu the Legislative Council, he


