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ton, was chartered in the latter year. In 1777 .
constn„,io„, plain 3„d si„p,e ,„ ;„ p,„,i,i„„ J'
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most democratic of any of the state, in the 'union k
Its principles was formed and adopted. Under thism,trament the rights of conscience are secured alTketo all the citizens of the state, though the origina' e,!tiers were pnncipally of the CongregaUonal ordt,bebl
emigrants from the older New-EngLd states. 'Stherefore, religious freedom is enjoyed without anylega restraint, and all denominatiois sit quietly "u"^derther own vines and fig-trees," enjoyin^g .hefnii",of Jheir industry and the blessings of a gospel minis^yThis account of the first settlement of our countryhas been gi.e„ for the purpose of showing the maS^

r„d',r' u:^'"^
°" "puMio was gradu^frared;and though they were somewhat heterogeneous in their

character, coming from different statef and kinXs
to divT'i'""""!

"""'^ "' '""s-^^g-' h^fiS
to divers laws and usages, and professing differentforms of Christianity, they were all stronriy rbuedwith the principles of civil and religious UbertH 2though some of .he original projectors of the sdiemes
ot American colonization were actuated by motivesof avarice, and the proprietaries of the lands were pos!sessed strongly with aristocratic and baronial feelingsand views, they were resisted by the colonists them!selves as adopting principles and persuing measures
.ncompatible with their rights as freem,,.. : vhile m"rf l^ose who embarked in this gr,..a n.e.pri^^^
led to It from a dread of the persecution to which thevwere d „ h„„,_ ,„j ^ ,^^.^^ ^ ^^^^^^^y
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