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The Agent-General for British Columbia thinks it necessary to

furnish the following information for the assistance of

persons desirous of emigrating to that province :

—

Now that there is a certainty of the Canadian Pacific Railway being made
through British Columbia, the province attracts renewed attention, and

settlers are coming into it to take up land for farms. There are many good

places open for settlement, but the man of small means, particularly, cannot

spend his time and money in visiting all parts of the province, in order to find

the place that will best suit his wants and circumstances. This Handbook
^vill give, among other information, some general idea of the different sections

•of the province that have been tested by practicedfarmers.

The occupation of gold-mining exists still as the principal industry of

"British Columbia and as ian unfailing attraction to population—4^ millions

sterling having been exported within ten years—but other industries have

appeared, and promise wel'. The chief of these has been coal. Within ten

years 330,395 tons of coal have been shipped from Nanaimo. Many articles

of provincial produce, besides gold and coal,—namely, lumber (sawn wood),

furs, hides, wool, fish, cranberries, &c.—6gure now in the list of exports. A
small settlement of practical experienced men is found in nearly every district

"that is suitable ft • farming. Such men know, in some degree, what their own
land will product jr support, and they also have a general idea of the extent

of similar land near to them. Availing myself of the wider sources of informa-

tion thus opened, I hope to be able to give a picture of the province which is

neither underdrawn nor overdrawn. Truth, not exaggeration, is the basis of

these pages. The information that will be laid before the reader, on each

jwint, will be fully borne out by that best of tests—Experience.

It has been somewhat unfortunate that the rich gold-fields of Cariboo are

jimong rough mountains, with a severe climate, and that the trunk road to

Cariboo runs for a long way through an unprepossessing part of the province.

Several persons who have travelled on this road only, and have afterwards loft

the country, have in good faith tried to describe British Columbia. These

writers I do not complain of, though their position is like that of a foreigner

who should attempt to describe England after travelling through Wales on a

public coach. I complain of another class of writers—writers who are deficient

iu fairness and candour. In the earlier days of British Columbia, as of all
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