
12 Clerical Control in Quebec.

/
^

/T

^
/ fw ?K

pop"'?' "PP'oval-and popular superstition-
/ that the prohibition of mixed marriages and of atten-
danee at Protestant schools rests.

*
To many acts of tETcTergy, however, the state hasundertaken to give legal sanction. Thus, parish

priests are not supported by voluntary offerings butby payment of the tithe which the civil courts will
enforce; Mid churches are not built by popular sub-
seription but by levying a regular tax upon the fr»e-
holders of the parish and coUeeting it by legal process
If nece«My.« Thus, too, the whole cduca*W syltem has been placed undw elerioal control: so -that

.ecclesiastics are permitted to teach without having
received any diploma, and primary schools are usedmainly for instructing children in the catechism andpreparing them for their first communion. Withregard to the important subject of marriage the CivilCode has bien interpreted so as to give almost com-
plete authority to the church. Prom judicial decis-
ions It would appear that the marriage of two Catho-
lies can be celebrated validly only before the parish
priest of one of the parties, and that an allegedmarriage celebrated in defiance of any of the numer-
ous canonical impediments or before a Protestant
minister is void.t The courts have frequently limited
themselves to determining the civil effects, after thechurch has rendered decision as to the validity onullity of the marriage tie.f ^

Not contented with what the state has given thechurch has demanded more. In principle, at least,she has clung persistently to "benefit of clergy "
It

IS contended that civil magistrates have no jurisdic-
tion over the acts of ecclesiastics performed in the
discharge of their priestly function^;? and a ju «of the Superior-Court accepted this doctrine in a eaiewhere voters had been intimidated by threats ofrS •^'^i;"'*'-^

^"''°"«'' *•"= Suprem Courdeclared, in the same case, that the assertion of cleri-
cal immunity was preposterous, the church has notchanged her ground. The bishops have simply pro-

•Seo below, Chapter m.
fSee below, Chapter VI., Section 2.

JSee below. Chapter VII.


