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which tlic [A't,'i«hituri' has i«ii hi- (iriitivi'lv liikfn iiivuv, is hy thi' Ait of llic Parlia-
ment of Croiit Bi-itiiin anil Irvland, ll niay !»- I .x'l.n-^s no opinion—thai if the
iwople of Ontario or llj,. U'dislnlarc of the I'ruviji.e uiTr to |K'lilion for sudi a
diminution of their |>o«er». the |H'litU)n wonl.i hi' jiranleil.

lint it woahl !« well for all jiarliei to eonsiih'r what this means. From the
time the lirsl I^jjislature ant ill r|i|HT Caimila in i;!l.l. llli veura ajro, these iiowers
have l«'en vesleil in the I,e)ri.slalure-if the.".' |K,w..rs weiv iiovv lakenawav.weshouhl
iMVf less iHiwer over onr own affairs Ihan not onlv our hrethren in tiie olil lanil
but iil?o our brethren in Australia, New Zeahin.l ami South Africa ; rights that we
have liail for over Jllll years wonhl he lost to us. U.t it not he forgotten that no
Oovrriimfnl luis sueh powers: it is the Ixrinlature eleeteil liv vonrse-lves. If viiu are
not satisfieil with any leftishllion, all you have to ilo is to e'lei't lepresentiitives who
will repeal it. The Coverniuent ean .stanil onlv if it is haekeil hv a suiheieut num-
ber of representatives; ami a majority of representatives ean pass or repeal any
legislation they jilease.
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Now, il would he (.-rossly improper for me to express aiiv opinion as to the pro-
priety ol any legislation. I may, however, mention some whieh has eauscil dis-
cussion.

In some instanees prop-rty has lK.en left for the lienefit of persons named • by
change ol eireunislanees, it has heeome impossible to earrv out the will, and tlii.sL
who were clearly intended to be kuielited ean receive no In-nelit ; the legislature i,
asked to direct such a change as will carry out what the testator would probably
have done, had he been able to foresee what would hapiKUi. The Congre.'s of the
Lniled States could not do tliat, nor th legislature of any State. Our Legislature

A township passes a by-law for some iiublie purpose. There has l«.e„ some
techniea error so that the by-law is. in law, invalid. Perhaps monev has been
eipeniled on the strength of it; and the by-law is attacked. The I^.gislature may
step m and validate the by-law; anil no one is injured, or onlv someone whodesires to embarrass the townships.

A much needeil railway is to he built. It has been granted a bonus hy the
mimieipalities through whieh it passes. The llnauciers will not buy the bonds, asthere IS doubt as to the ,K,wers of the uiunieipalities, and the railway company can-
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'""""•' ""'l''t»kin^'-lbe f.egislature may make the liond, ,'bsoliitely

A mimlK.r of persons eombine together to monopoliw some line of business
to the disadvantage of the public; the contracts made between these persons areperfect y valid in law at the time they are made, but the result is eonsii erei! ha"
ful to the people at large. In the Fniteil States the people wouhl he helpless \month or so ago I was told by an ex-Chief .fustice of a very important St te th;the grea problem in the Tnited States was ,o prevent the aceilmnlation of
«ealth and ,)ower in one hand or a few hands; and he said the dillieulty in the wayof preventing wh,at he thought was a public calamity was the Con^^itulion \\\ZI old him we had no sueh constitutional limitations in Canada, he couhl scarcely
believe it. I pointed out to him that we had the .same constitution as Enghiml andhad no such difficulties. We couhl legislate away anything of the kind and !et asideany comlnne. ^

The people, through their representatives, have decided upon a certain poliey-
his necessitates dealing with property of many indiviilualsUonie of these maybe unreasonable or some may be adverse to the policy determined upon-litii^aSmay be threatened wbieh will tie up the scheme for months or vears The lT'isI
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turc makes up its mind as to the proper course and may refuse to allow the liti..a'


