
PREFACE
There are some Half-Told Tale» in the volume-

fables, fantasies—mere sketches, grave and gay, on

the margin of the book of life,

" NVherc- more is meant than meets the ear."

Dreams have a part in most of the longer stories.

That is because I believe dreams have a part in

real life. Some of them we remember as vividly as

any actual experience. These belong to the imper-

fect sleep. But others we do not remember, be-

causo they are given to us in that perfect sleep in

which the soul is liberated, and goes visiting. Yet

sometimes we get a I race of them, by a happy

chance, and often their influence remains with us

in that spiritual refreshment with which we awake

from profound slumber. This is the meaning of

that verse in the old psalm: "He giveth to His

beloved in sleep."

The final story in the book was written before

the V/ar of 19U began, and it has to do with the

Light of the World, leading us through conflict and

suffering towards Peace.

AvALON, November «4, 1918.


