
112 NOTES ON TENNYSON.

In the latter part of Jn Mf.morinm the poet turns from his own
niori! iiiimoiliate cnticerris, to thoughts of the condition of mankind at

large ami tlieir futuro ; he •'iiaginus how his friond, hud lie lived, would
have influenced the world tor g(K>d. The occasion of this poem, is the

immense increase of knowledge in modern times. The p(H:t distinguishes

here (afl in Lo'-kftf''!/ //<t// :—" Knowledge comes hut wisdom lingers.")

KnowlMije the product of mere intellect, from wisdom which is the

outcome of cliaracter and implies moral as wt;ll as intellectual power.

Cf. " Love thou thji land "
:

Make knowledjre circle with the winds

But let her herald, Rpvereni^e fly

Before her.

4. pillars. Her outmost limits ; the reference is to the idea of the

ancient (!ri--eks that the limits of navigation were marke4l hy the pillars

of Hercules where the Mediterranean opens into the ocean.

12. Pallas. The (Ireek story goes that Pallas Athens (the goddess of

knowledge) sprang fully armed out of 'he brain of Zeua, her father.

2. quick. Quickset, a hedge of hawthorn.

3. flowering squares. The fields in spring ; cf. Tennyson's Oar-
dener'ti hnifjhtkr ;

All the land in flowering; squares

Smelt of the uoiuiiipf summer.

8. sigfhtless. Invisible.

3-4. Don't imagine that spiritual forces are the product of mere
matter,—the perishing ek-nients of the boily,

7 and fol. The poet here accepts the development theory and what
nebular hypothesis. The latter he outlines in Theis called thi

Princfsn
Thig world was onoe a fluid haze of liKht,

Till toward the centre net the starry tides,

And eddied into KUns, that wheelini^ cast

The planets.

14. in higher place, i.e. In the next world.

15. Make himself represent this same development from the lower to
the higher, which i.t found in the worhl in general.


