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liord l)iir[i;iiii's ulifcct wtis to pfuvo fliut fi'? Airii ncans wvn^

lorbiiltitMi to liokl land '•
it is dlllie more coiiscijiitiici' tli.il llio

country should h'-inruh.- ns attyarlivc (is possible to ihe emigrat-

ing midiilo cla.^-<(•s ol'CIroat llriluin." lias IMr. Ilagormaii at-

fom|)ti(i to dispute tlio soimfliicss cA' liis JiOrrisliip's arguments/

No! but wirli a pnerility, uttoiiy unbecoming in a statesman,

lio sci/es upon tbe very slight ifiaccuracy ol' bis liOrdship

"that a law had been passed immediately al'tcr the late war
forbidding AiiKM'iciui citi/cns to bold land/' Wliil.st we admit

the inaccuracy wo shall prove his JiOrdship to hav(^ been .sw//>-

Htiintially correct in bis statement. It is well Known that under

proclanialions iVoni (rovernors Simcoc auit (tore, Ainericans

were invited into this Province after its lirst setdcinent, and
that it is owing to the nxertions of these enter()ri:siiig men, that

rho present emigrants arc indebted for tlie great improvement

of tiic country. I'revlous to tbo time uliuded to by Jjord Dur-

ban!, the law, which Mr. Uagermaii infoi-ms u^, iiad always

existed, " preventing tbreigncrs from holding land, uidess na-

turalised," was virtually a dead letter, l-'oreigners bougiil

and sold land in the province at pleasure, and wiijiout obstruc-

tion. After the late v.-ar, however, at the timi' lliat Lord Dur-

ham thought that a bill had been passed, doubts were raised by

Ibc Family Compact Parly in the province as to liie right of

these persons to flieir lands and other privileges nhtiotigji tiiey

bad settled in the province on the faith of lloyal proclamation.

We need not enter into a history of iho long contest w hicli fol-

lowed on the subject of the *' Alioii IJill,'" in whicli Chief .hisl ice

Robinson soem'ncntly distinguished himself A bill was finally

j)assed in 1828, confirming to those American citizens, then in

the province, their titles to property, and all (ither rights and
privileges. To all new emigrants from the United States, the

law against aliens lias since remained in full force. It wdl
clearly appear from the above remarks that Lord Durham's
inaccuracy was only to this extent,—that he mistook the revival

or enforcement of a law, heretofore a dead letter, for a new en-

actment, a most natural mistake for hisLoidship to fall into, but

one of not the slightest consequence to his argument.

It would be unprofitable on this occasion to discuss whether
Lord Durham's doubts of the policy of excluding American citi-

zens from the province are well-founded. We cannot, liowcver,

forbear to notice that but a very short time has elapsed since

.some of the members of the very Select Committee whoso re-

port is under consideration, were strenuous advocates for their

admission. The encouragement of emigration from all quar-

ters seems to be lield by the Governments of all new countries,

to be the soundest policy, and it is paying but a poor compli-

ment to our system of government, that while our neighbours
encourage emigrants from all countries to settle on their lands

without any fear of their institutions being overturned, \v(;

lire obliged to restrict ourselves to a class of emigrants
whose prejudices will, we imagine, prevent Iheui from being

(h- Mtrfli d. (t i,.-, hoW("-\er. nil (^)<;re'Mriu-. ei'/:>; to suppONW tha?


