
0.3tj AN KSSAY ON TIIK IHSTOHY OF

and some of tlicni ;iir coiiviilsi'd with actiml revolution, in cnnsc-

(|'.ii'iicc of lli»^ iinivetsiil sproad of inteIli<(onc(! anioii!^ Ilio proplo.

'I'lio coiilcsf hctwecii iifnoraiicr and litjlit, and Iwlwcou despotism

and liberty, is going forward throughout Cliris'.;;ndorn. Every

where the spirit of improvement is abroad; and the same spirit

pervades all ranks, and every department of human thought and

industry. In religion, politics, literature, and the mechanic, arts,

men have resolved to tiiink for tliemselves. 'I'hey will neither lie

machines to do tlie work that steam engines can do for them, nor

\. ill they 1m3 slaves of idle, nor the instruments of artful rulers, in

church or state.

Ours is moreover an economical age, when nothing is valued

that is not useful or practical, anrl when little value is placed upon

mere names. At such a time, with the eyes of the civilized world

iil)on us, we cannot iR'lieve that u people, such as we are, can

deliberately purpo.se to consign u vast region to eternal sterilitv,

and to support a multitude of hrtman beings in idleness, ignorance

,

inttMuperance, and l)l(X)dshei!. We are not so wedded to names, as

to iMilieve that we are t«Miged to keep up a state of things wiiich

wc know to hv wrong and impolitic, merciv lu'cause it exists, and

nas e.visted ; nor can wc adopt tiic maxim of legitimacy .so lar as to

feel ourselves ImhuiiI to respect that which luis nothing to recom-

mend it but its long continuance, and nothing to supjiort it but the

jirejudices of ignorance, and the scKishness of inten-sted individuals.

This whole sultject must sewn occupy the serious attention of

Congress and the people; and when all the facts shall In; pre-

sented, in a connecteil view, it will be seen that our existing |)olicv

must !».' radically clianged or wholly abandoned ; and the cpiestion

to lie (li'cided will be, whether the .savage tribes shall be driven

lieytind our frontiers, and left to their fate, or be sidijected to the

wholesome constraint of o,ir laws, or comuHted, l)y ties of a terri-

torial .sort, sueh as I'onnect Iowa, Ouisconsin, iVc, to this nation.

The indolent and the tiuud may shrink from the second alternatise,


