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Two tilings hud hwn |)rotniiHtnt nlnva

tho Ix'gininng uf tliis diKcuHHion. In thu

tirat plane, hoii. gt'iitleincn on tho CSov-

wrnmfiit Hitlo Inid iitnci- fuih^d to inform

them, on tlio OpjioHition huIo, that tiiuy

wtini in a minority. It was nnnoocHHary

to tell tiit'in HO ; thoy were fully couHcious

of it. Itiit ho would rathur bo in a

minority, and acting acoonling to his

aeuHe of duty and right, than 'le^in a

majority and acting contrary to hi.s con-

victions. Ho did not, however, chargo

hon. ineml»ers opposite with acting con-

trary to their convictions in this matter.

Another circunistanco lie had ol)sorvo<l

in this discuKsion was tho amount of

fulsome llitttery, and the capacity to swal-

low it that had been manifested by the

hon. jf«''ntlemen on the Treasiny Iwnches.

Beall in old times they did not bow
more obsequiously to Nebuchadnezair's

golden image than hon. gentlemen bowed
to his l>on. friend tho Finance Minister.

Every one of theni had compli-

mented him, bowing low before him.

While listening to them, he had been

reminded of the old ma.Kim that flattery

is tho food of fools. They were not

fools, but "now and then even men of

wit could condescend to take a bit," and
sometimes a very large bit of flattery.

He really pitied the hon. the Finance Min-
ister while ho saw this going on. He
knew it must be disagreeable to him to

have every one of them, from the highest

to the lowest, from tho cleverest to the

least clever, feeling it to be their

bounden duty to tell him what a remark-

able golden calf he had set up for them,
in the sliapo of this tarifl'. lie (Mr.

Gillmor) was not oj)posed to a compli-

ment ; lie was glad to receive one when
it was merited, and sometimes he could

swallow quite a large one. But, when
they came to give it to a man in such

quantities, in such chunks, ho thought

few men, except liis hon. friend, could

swallow it. He had listened to every

speech that had been made since this

discussion commenced. He had listened to

the hon. the Finance Minister's statement

when he pictiu-ed the glowing condition in

which the finances of this country were
when he left office in 1873, and drew a

gloomy picture of their condition when
he entered upon his duty now. He
(Mr. Gillmor) failed to see how the late

Government had made the financial

condition of tliis country at all difllcnlt,

when tho hon. gentleman came into

ortico tho second ti.ao. It was very un-

fair to try to make the country Ix'lievo

that its flnaneial condition had been

made worse by his predt'cessors. He did

not believe fads would ju tify that

assertion. How had tho late (iovern-

ment made that condition any woi-se

than it would have been if the hon. gen-

tlenuin himself had been Finance Minis-

ter during tho last five years ( Had the

late Government undertaken any finiin-

cial obligation during tiieir term of oflice,

that would not have been e(p»aliy under-

taken by the hon. gentienum and his

associates if they had been in oHice ]

Tho whole thing was mortguj^cd long

before tho late Government caiuo into

oflice. Tho hon. gentleman complained

that his i)osition w is dilHcnlt owing to

the linancial obligations o( this Do-
minion. IJut who undertook them ?

Who undertook tho obligation of build-

ing tho IntercoJonial llailway ? And
here he would add, he did not

find fault so much with tho rail-

way, but it was, nevertheless, an
incubus on the finances of this country.

Government had now to provide more
than $1,060,000 annually, as interest

on the cost of building tliat railway, and
another half million to pay it.') running
expenses. Who was to blame for that ]

Was it the late Finance Minister 1 No
;

it was the present Finance INlinis-

ter and his associates who were
responsible for that work. Tliere-

fore, if he complained that he had to pro-

vide every year for this -f 1,500,000, he

had no one to blame but himself and his

associates. Who undertook tho Pn'nco

Edward Island Railway, which Involved

a large expenditure, and entailed an oldi-

gation against the Dominion of Canada ]

No one but the hon. gentleman and his

associates. Who undertook the Nova
Scotia and New Brunswick Railways,

that also increased the financial obliga-

tion of this country? Who undertook

the enlargement of the St. Lawrence
Canals, but his hon. friend and his asso-

ciates ] AVho undertook the Welland
Canal, but those hon. gentlemen ] Who
undertook the public works at Ottawa,

and the public buildings of the Domi-
nion, but his hon. friend and his asso-

ciates 1 Who undertook the building of
Ml


